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January 

Joel Callison re-elected Ccunty 
Commission President; keta 
Griffith, first woman elected to the 
Commission, takes her seal 

Snowshoe opens new ski run, 
Shay's Revenge 

Bomb threat at Marlinton 
Middle School; decision not to 
evacuate the school causes parent 
concern 

Robinson home destroyed by 
fire 

Jerome Heinemann’s lawsuit 
on tannery iand dismissed; appeal 
filed 

Slate Police Trooper D, W, 
Bland kilted in vehicle accident on 
Rt 39 near Huntersville 

Commission considers new 
auction for tannery property and a 
bike trail in the Slaty Fork area 
Jacob Beard's request for a 
new trial for the Rainbow murders 
grantr J 

Corps of Engineers begins 
survey work for Marlinton flood 
control levee project 

New observation tower under 
construction at Droop Battlefield 
State Park 

1998 may have been the 
warmest year in Pocahontas County 
since records have been kept 

Winter arrives in early January, 
but unseasonably warm 
temperatures returns returns the 
middle of the month; ice goes out 
and river runs full 

Candidates file for town 
elections 

February 

County Commission agrees to 
fund Prosecuting Attorney for new 
Beard trial; puts tannery land back 
for sale; tannery clean-up estimated 
at $1.1 million; selects engineer to 
study Slaty Fork trail project 
Inez Homer, 101 years old 
Plans to expand quarry near 
Linwood draw opposition; Snow- 
shoe against; County Commission 
supports; large tum-out for DEP 
hearing 

Despite warm weather, Snow- 
shoe remains 100% opi-u; winter 
weather returns 

School Board commits lo Slaty 
Fork school, if someone else pays 
fork 

Hazel Vandevender, 90 years 
old 

Beard case on 60 Minutes II 
Jermonc Heinemann files suit 
against Walter Hclmick and Dana 
Moyers over use of $50,000 grant 
for flood control work in Bartow 


(it 


area 


Tank truck overturns on Elk 
Mountain, diese! fuel seeps into 
ground and pollutes water in 
springs at fish hatchery 

Durbin received COPS grant 
Marlinton Middle School 
Principal Sue Hoi lands worth 
resigns and then withdraws 
resignation 

Marlinton Middle boys and 
Green Bank Middle girls win 
county basketball tournament 

Earl Vance home destroyed by 
fire; Tetcr home near Minnehaha 
Springs badly damaged by fire 
County Math Field Day held 
Marlinton Rescue Squad 
receives Superior rating from the 
state 


March 

Winter weather arrives as 
March comes in like a lion with 
about half of the snow for the entire 
winter 

Arrests made in vandalism In 
Marlinton and southern Pocahontas 


area 


Contractor selected for East 
Cass Mood mitigation project 

Snowshoe celebrates 25th 


anniversary 

Nclia Mclxtughlin, 99 years old 
Board of Education gets 
$290,000 grant for post secondary 
education classes 

County Commission puts Slaty 
Fork bail project on hold 

Drop in enrollment forces 
Board of Education to reduce staff 
West Virginia Power customers 
oppose rate increase and criticize 
service at PSC hearing 

Corps of Engineers reviews 
flood control options for Marlinton 
residents 

Natrsba McMann and Patrick 
Brandt win Golden Horseshoes 
Pearl Diitey, 93 years old 
Austin and Eula Sharp, 50th 
anniversary 

County Social Studies Fair held 
Work on water project in 
Marlinton begins 

Annual FFA Ham, Bacon and 
Egg Show held 

April 

First National Bank becomes 
City National Bank 

Snowshoe closes after having 
second besi ski season 

Jonathan Wilkins in State 
Geography Dec 

Two bikers lost in Tea Creek 


na 

Davis home on Rt, 92 
destroyed by lire 

New trial of Jacob Beard for 
Rainbow munlcrs set for February 
2000 

Tannery site sells for 
$100,000; only ooc bidder 
Emma Beard, 90 years old 
William lxary resigns from the 
Board of 1-xka. arinci 

Harold Garreuoii home on 
Violet Road destroyed by fire 

Tory and Jesse Mace, 69th 

iuiiiivmarv 


PSC hearing held on County 
Disposal Service application to 
provide green box service 

PCHS foreign language 
students winners at Bethany 
College Iwrign language Day 
Weather warmer and drier than 
normal for April 

May 

Marlinton election campaigning 
underway 

Snowshoe sells 38 units in new 
Highland House development 
Lodge Building in Mail inton, 
center of controversy; sold to Jay 
Perry 

Contract for new Marlinton 
library awarded to Worllcdgc Con¬ 
struction 

Sheriffs office receives COPS 

grant 

Moffett and Fima McNcel, 50th 
annivetsary 

Glen Wade appointed principal 
at Marlinton Middle School 

Durbin Manor to close by June 
30 

Core drilling for Jcvec project 
underway in Marlinton 

Ixiwcll Galford selected as new 
Board of Education member 

Trend of warm and dry wcai'jcx 
continues 

Margaret Clark receives Girl 
Scout Gold Award 

11th annual County Foreign 
Language Festival held 

June 

Pocahontas County High 
School graduates 29th class 

Town elections held, all three 
incumbent mayors win 

Marlinton water extension 
project dedicated with Gov, 
Underwood present 

School year ends earlier than 
planned due to threat of lawsuit by 
the W. Va. Education Association 
PCHS and NR AO win Gold 
Star for their scbool/business part¬ 
nership 

Pearl Ward, 100 years old 
Construction begins on new 
McQintic Library building 

Fred and I jury Bums named 
Master Entrepreneurs 

West Virginia Historical 
Heritage Pageant held; Kelly Smith 
chosen queen 

CCC memorial at Watoga Stale 
Park dedicated 

Drought conditions become 
serious 

French students visit the 
Cambean Island of St Martin 
12th annual Cass Homecoming 

held 

Second annual Little Levels 
Heritage Fair held 

Pam Lund named "Master 
Artist" In folklore apprenticeship 
program 

County 4-H members winners 
at Slate 4-H Day 

Greenbrier Hotel building in 
Durbin may have to be torn down 
as fire hazard 

July 

Carrie E, Darnell, 97 years old 
Bertha Peyton, 90 years old 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Crist, 
50th anniversary 

33rd annual IHoneer Days held; 
Shiela Kramer chosen as Miss 
Pocahontas 

12tb annual Durbin Days held, 
Erika Bailey selected as Miss 
Durbin Days 

Juveniles questioned on 
breaking and vandalism in the 
Brush Country 

Timberline J-odgc, one of the 
oldest buildings at Snowshoe, tom 
down to make way for new 
Highland House 

County Disposal denied permit 
by PSC for green box trash 
collection system 

7tb annual "Fire on the Moun¬ 
tain" Chili Cookoff held at Snow- 
shoe 

Bike Night held in Marlinton 
140 foot telescope at NR AO 
shut down; feed arm completed on 
new Green Bank telescope 

Forrest Cupp, of Fosioria, 
Ohio, killed on Rt. 66 in motor¬ 
cycle accident 

Deed for W. Va. Shoe property 
in Marlinton declared void 

Hearing held on case against 
Hcimick ami Moyers 

Moffett McNeel Family 
receives 1999 Heritage Farm 
Award 

National Youth Science Camp 
conducts annual session 

Rev. Stanley Clark new 
minister at the Marlinton United 
Methodist Church 

August 

Dry weather continues 
PCHS Forestry Team first in 
National 4-H Forestry invitational 
Doug VanGundy wins 
$250,(XX) on "Who Wants to be a 
MUhonaire" TV show 

4-H and FFA livestock show 

held 

County Commission rejects bid 
for tannery property; to apply for 
ARC gram lo complete the environ¬ 
mental cleanup of the site 

West Virginia Symphony bolds 
annual prcformaitce at Snowshoe 
First hookups at Edray on new 
water system 

September 

Fred Hefner, 90 years old 
Gardner Shoe takes over 
operations at West Virginia Shoe 
Allegheny Power Company 
announces plan lo acquire West 
Virginia Power 

Rnerr Gelis charted with the 


murder of Melba Fitzgerald 

Work to widen curves on Price 
Hill underway 

Student mikes threat at Mar- 
liutrm Middle ScIkhiI 

)3th annual Autumn Harvest 
Fcslival/Road Kill Cookoff held 
Rev. Bryan Treadway new 
minister at Grace Baptist Church 
New locomotive in operation 
on Cass Scenic Raiiroad 

Former Markwood Gum home 
near Arbovalc destroyed by fire 
Precipitation 7.6 indies below 
normal for the year 
Edna Bear, 92 

October 

Alice Dcver, 101 years okl 
Neva Plylcr, 96 years old 
Rim fire Lodge at Snowshoe 
opens 

Public Service Commission 
bolds bearing on gren box trash 
collection service in die county 
Hearing held for Rainbow 
murder case pre-trial motions 

Greenbrier River T rail named a 
Millennium Ixgacy Trail 

David Hamrick new Postmaster 
at Slaty Fork 

Keith Corley killco in vehicle 
accident on RL 39 near Huntersville 
Tom Bums resigns from Mar- 
lintcn Town Council; Corps of En¬ 
gineers reports on flood control 
project 

Prccipitat on now 8.01 inches 
below norma) 

November 

PCHS Forestry Team takes 
first place (for the fourth time) at 
the FFA national convention 

James Campbell killed in 
vehicle accidcnl near lidray 

Hearing held on proposed 
management plans for Calvin Price 
and Seneca Slate Forests 

Additional hearing on Rainbow 
murder case 

Snowshoe opens for the ski 
season 

Ken Rago new Ranger on the 
Grccno.ner District 

November warmer than usual 
and precipitation remains below 
normal 

December 

Grand Jury indicts Gelis for 
murder 

Board r t Education consider¬ 
ing staff reductions due to declining 
enrollment 

Change of venue sought by 
defense in Rainbow case 

Robin Mutscbcllcr new 
member of Marlinton Council 
Forest Service proposes rules 
for roadless areas in national forests 
Division of E&voromnental 
Protection issues peiuiit for quarry 
expansion near Slaty Fork 

Rachel Barb wins Horatio 
Alger Award 

Marlinton holds First Night 
celebration to bring in the new 
millennium 

December warmer than normal 
with below average snowfall; 1999 
warm and dry overall 

Births 

1998 

December 

25 - Christopher Ryan Rago, Jr. 

1999 
January 

I - Ausiin-Robcrt Dale Sharp 

4 - Trenton Wayne Brewer 

6 - Alexandria Lee Bums 
9 - T iffany Ann Hoover 

12 - Caleb Alexander Rabcl 
19 - Bradley Isaac Harper 

23 Dawson Kyle Hannah 
27 - Tyler James Ratalczak 

February 
17 - Isaac Kage Prill 

17 - Jonathan Jacoby Gore 

18 - Madelyn Leigh Lawrence 

19 - Hail lice Mac Gonctson 

24 - Kevin Allen Bennett 

March 

5 - Kemkl Lee William Obcr 

II - Erica Dawn Beverage 
12 - Scan Sharp 

15 - Justin Loyd Ames 
15 - Austin Dale Duncan 

29 - Ryan Michael Puffcnbargcr 

April 

5 - Makayla Dawn Williams 

7 - Skylar Warren Tincber 
12 - Kelsey Dawn Brooks 
22 - Justin Ray Hendrick 
22 - Lindsey Nicole i lertzell 

30 - Thomas Edward Varner 

May 

5 - Cade Anthony Samons 

8 - Katlyn Dawn Phillips 
15 - Tessa Ann Jordan 

15 - Mary Cameron Kelley 

26 - Martina Harlcn Gibson & 

Kristin Lynn Gibscn 

27 - Connor Anderson Pyles 

June 

3 - Lauren Michelle Shislcr* 
Wayton Michael Shisler 

6 - Trace Lee Me Kenney 
11 - Brianna Marie Sharp 

July 

13 - Ka!eb Robert Dilley 
15 - Dylan Dickson Workman 

20 - Sidney Elizabeth Rose 
31 - Bridget Lynn Carroll 

August 

4 - Kara Ann Hill 

5 - Jacob Michael Pyne 

5 - Jason Matthew McPeak 
10 - Carlie Renee' Ervine 

21 - Megan Joy Livesay 

September 

1 - Madison Suzanne Wcese 
17 - Walker Davis Todd 
30 - Dorkm Vaughn Biggs 

October 

15 - Faith Marie Gordon 

(onll nui-H In t 
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November 

3 - Louise Curry Kohlman 

December 
31 • Luther W Hull, 80 

1999 

January 

1 • Mrs Edith Dean Cain, 78 

1 - Mrs. Lillian McWhorter 

McClure, 85 

2 • Mrs. Mary Shafer Shaw, 83 

2 - Mrs. Ollie Waybright Elza, 95 

4 - Marie O. McCoy, 76 

7 - Mrs. Allha Hoover Rexrode, 87 

8 - Floyd E. Bussard. 62 

11 - Terry E. Armentrout, 70 
15 - Mrs. Luella Vaughan 
Pennington, 66 

15 - Mrs Cora Gibson Beale, 89 
19 - Clyde Woods, 85 

19 - Rev. Coy Mathews, 98 
19 - Herbert H. Morrison, Jr„ 65 

21 - Mrs. Freda Hoover Marshall, 

86 

22 - Crede T, Dunbrack. 75 

24 - Mrs. Leah Painter llarouff, 75 

28 - lerry L. Kerr, Jr. 32 

29 - James 11. Herald, 80 

30 - Mrs. Ruby Barkley Stimeling. 

74 

30 - Mrs. Letha Alderman Terry, 73 

30 - William H. Stull. Sr. 82 

31 - Mrs. Wanda Friel Reed, 57 

February 

3 - Mrs. Marmctt Smith Hancock, 

79 

3 - Hary F. Duncan, 86 

4 - Joyce M. Mick, 68 

4 ■ Mrs. Ruth Moore Speck, 61 
6 - Mrs. Marilyn Gum Lambert, 63 
8 - Mrs. Grace Morrison Doss. 84 
10 - Mrs. Audrey Rose Woods, 80 

10 - Chris E. McLaughlin, 36 

11 - Mrs. Eula Cassell Ervin, 70 

11 - Mrs. Arlene Withers Camper, 

84 

14 • Mrs. Maud Barnes Bumgardncr, 

95 

16 - Peggy A Pennington, 47 

19 - Mrs. Mae Snyder Gillispie, 83 

20 - Evans G. Grimes, 81 
20 - John P Arbogast, 78 

20 - E. D. S trickier, 74 

21 - William L. Begley, 88 

22 - Rev. Virgil Shrader, 70 

24 - LaMax I. Fitzgerald, 75 

25 * Mrs. Evelyn Fertig Higgins. 

85 

26 - Stcryl L. Brown, 79 

27 - Jesse B Tracy, 72 

March 

1 - Mrs. Alma Foe Shinaberry, 88 

2 - Mrs. Mary Hannah Griffith, 78 
2 - Donald R. Cain, 46 

2 - Neuman Fitzgerald, 87 

3 - Robert H. Moss, 68 

4 - Roy L. Campbell, 67 

5 - Mrs. Juanita Sheets Sheldon, 81 

6 - Mrs. Virginia M. Circosta, 73 

7 - Mrs. Anna Anderson Kinnison, 

78 

8 - Mrs. Mary Wheeler Wilfong, 

100 

8 - Dewey E. Ross, 61 

11 * Mrs Stella Noonan Tallman, 

78 

15 - Jamie E. Darnell, 96 

17 - Harry L. Spitzer, 79 
19 - LcRoy A. Livcsay, 82 

19 - Mrs. Bessie Frazier Beverage, 

89 

20 - Mrs. Cleo Cassell Harper, 83 

20 - Mrs. Patricia Clendenen 

McClcments, 76 

21 - Mrs. Virginia WUcy Swiuer, 

72 

21 - Mrs. Gladys Gillespie Shears, 
89 

23 - Mrs. Mae Gay Corbett, 81 
23 - Alfred W. Zelinsky, 73 

23 - Lyle Y. Hively, 75 

24 - Mrs. Nora Calhoun Arbogast, 

84 

24 - Mrs, Georgia Varner Dtimirc, 

82 

24 - Edward T. Stewart, 82 

25 - Samuel T, Painter, 66 

27 - Mrs. Martha Edgar Townsend 

29 - Luster C. McCutchcon, 84 

30 - Fred J. Sharp, 65 

31 - Mrs. Viola Gal ford Lantz, 75 
31 - Mrs. Sally Arbogast Ervin, 81 

April 

1 - Mrs. Icie Rexrode Murphy, 87 

2 - Glen A. Gibson, 60 

4 - Rev. Dclbcn V. Underwood, 90 

4 - J. Marvin Wimcr, 86 

5 * Mrs. Estclla Haliennan Bennett, 

93 

7 - Lee J. Syms, 83 

8 - Wilma L. Galford, 82 

12 • Mrs. Iva Hedrick Vandevandcr, 

77 

14 * Mrs. Opal Barrett Cook, 69 

15 - Mrs. Charlotte Titman 

Dilley, 61 

20 - Stanley H. Shears, 70 
71 - James D. Kershner, 66 


6 • Mrs. Mandy Townsend Cain, 71 

8 ■ Clyde McMlllion, 83 

9 - Mrs Margaret Bobbitt Hill, 70 

10 - Mrs Jeannette Palmer Broyles, 

72 

10 - Ida Boggs, 86 

10 - Kimberly L. Fitzgerald, 33 

11 • Mrs. Bertha Hamrick Barlow, 

96 

14 - Mrs. Mary Rose Moore, 7* 

14 - Harold Lewis, 64 

16 - Mrs. Lorraine Hicks Boggs, 75 

16 - Huben J. Sharp, 71 

17 - Mrs. Clara Sutton Smith, 67 

18 - Henry A. Shinaberry, 74 

19 - Glenn W. Caiiisoo, 81 

20 - Porter D. Kcllison 66 

21 - Mrs. Sondra Simmons 

Sprouse, 59 

23 - Mrs. Irene Jones Kisner, 74 

25 - Dallas E. Beverage, 34 

29 - Mrs. Angela Lovelace Hughes, 
25 

29 - Thomas H. Harris, 56 

June 

1 - Mrs. Ruth Vandevandcr Pugh, 

79 

2 - Mrs. Grace Barkley Turner, 70 
2 - Mrs. Delores Wright Gillispie, 

79 

4 - Wil'iam C. Shifflett, 63 

7 - Rev. Johnnie H. Meadows, 53 

12 - John W. Miller, 85 

15 - Mrs. Clara Milchem Ganctson, 

84 

20 - Chadwick II. Pritchard, 82 

20 - Mrs. Goldie Moss Turner, 75 

21 - Mrs, Betty Nunley Ctoooan, 

71 

21 - Mis. Pearl Wilfong Dilley, 93 

26 - William J. Taylor, 78 

27 - Mrs. Trudy Grimes Harlow, 71 
27 - Percy O. Hansford. 77 

July 

4 - Mrs. Grace Graham Sham 

14 - Arthur A. Cain, 75 

16 - Eugene P. Dilley, 74 

20 • Mrs. Tammy O’Dell 

Clevenger. 30 

21 - Mrs. Emma Cromer Siple, 79 
23 - Snowden Galford, 85 

23 - Robert H. Brown, 71 

24 - John W. Wealherholt, 59 

15 - Mrs. Regina Lynch C jmbs, 48 

25 - Mrs. Blanche Cromer Elbon, 

98 

29 - Thomas F. Bell, Jr., 75 
31 - Jaspe W. Woollaid, St., 72 

August 

4 - Mrs. Pearl Galford Brown, 57 

6 - William T. Rock, S3 

7 - Ulreca G. Shultz, 68 

10 - Mrs. Mildred Rose Shorn, 85 
12 - Mrs. Vella Biggs Hess, 78 
13-Robert L. Miller, 91 

17 - Omar A. Bowyer, 72 

17 - Michael A. Filuta, 72 

18 - Nelson A. Broffey 

21 * William B. Thomas, 72 

22 • Mrs. Ramona Wooddell Sharp 

23 - Mrs. Opal Sharp Dunford 

24 - William A. Ervin, 76 

25 - Mrs. Wynona Sparks Rogers, 

61 

29 • Roger L. Cassell, 50 

29 - Mrs. Mildred Walker Brown, 

72 

30 - Gilbert M. Peery. 79 

30 - Mrs. Leafie Bennett Lambert, 

91 

September 

6 - Mrs. Macel Keener Harris, 94 

7 - Harvey L. Warren, 74 

8 • Mrs. Melba Hickson Fitzgerald, 

41 

10 - Phil J. Nelson. 78 

18 - Mrs. Jean Fertig Hannah, 71 

20 - Mrs. Lottie Hafternun Moore, 

88 

21 - Mrs. Diana King Vaughan, 47 
21 - Mrs. Annie Burgess Sharp. 80 

21 • Mrs. Martha Sprouse Wyatt, 

64 

22 - Launa S. Barkley, 12 

26 - Ben B. Brewster, 57 
29 • Eskell L. Rudd. 84 

29 - Oscar R. Friel, 85 

30 - George T. Filuta, 69 

October 
1 - James A. Tyree, 80 

5 - Mrs. Rawna Angus Bosley, 52 

7 - Mrs. Georgia Wooddell Whiting, 

88 

8 - H, Orcn Waugh, 81 

9 - Mrs. Shirley Tracey Starp, 61 

11 - J. Waller Mason, 94 

15 - Mrs. TeiTie Glovier Conner, 47 
15 - Mrs. Dorothy Irvine Dempsey, 

73 

17 - Hubert A. Lewis, 95 

19 - Mrs. Elva Potter Wooddell, 72 

19 - Mrs. Berry Phillips Miller, 87 

20 - Roy L. Brock, Sr., 88 

22 - Randolph M. Bledsoe, 81 

23 - Mrs. Mary Chestnut Perry, 81 

27 - Clyde C. Hively Sr.. 88 


26 - Kline F. Lovelace. Sr., 82 

27 - Mrs. Emma Rogers Skaggs, 86 
29 • Jack E. omith, 82 

May 

2 - Grey I^andis, 78 

3 - Mrs. Barbara Kirk Camden. 64 


27 - Keith M Corley. 39 

28 - Mrs, Madge Dilley Hill, 85 

November 

1 - Lonnie L. Malcomb, 58 
3 - Mrs. Frances Cole Taylor, 82 
3 - Mrs. Ernestine Hamrick 

Clarkson, 76 



4 - William M. Boggs, Jr„ 73 
4 - George W. Chappell, Jr., 75 

6 - Ibomas P. May, 64 

7 - James M. Campbell, Jr., 21 

8 - Mrs. Mazic Sage Hannah, 88 
12 - Thurl W. Gary, 86 

12 - Mrs. Charieen Swearingen 

Howard, 81 

13 • Mrs. Wilma Hudson Smith, 85 

15 - Millard D. Anderson, 86 

16 -1 liner Waybright, 82 

16 • Eugene R. Dunbrack, 72 
23 - Mrs. Edith White Wooddell, 75 

23 - James W. Driver, 48 

24 - Jon A. Congdon, 59 

25 - Ralph C. John. 80 

28 - Leland W. Wooddell. 81 
December 

I- Mrs. Gustava Tracy Hitter, 89 

3 - Clyde A. Rogers, 86 

4 - Mrs. Gladys McCarty Moore, 

88 

4 - Mrs. Joyce Nottingham Allen, 
67 

11 • Joseph L. Cassell. 66 
11 - Kay L. Grimes, 64 
16 - Homer ¥.. Stanley, 69 

24 - Mrs. Arlis Burr Parsons, 75 

25 - Mrs. Ena Hill Beverage, 

26 - David A. McLane, 72 

31 - Mrs. Phyllis Pyles Hamrick 

Births contfrompage2 

19 - Stephanie Ann Adkison-Sacsa 
2® - Aaron David Prill 
November 
10 - Morgan David Hise 
16 - Nathan Zaire Morrison 
22 - Cicrra Nicole Gibson 
December 

10 - Paulena Marie Schoolcraft 

13 - Canessa Marie Parker 

14 - Spencer Pierce Nottingham 

15 - Sabrina Kay Gravely 
30 - Katie Marie Gibson 


Siler graduates 
from law school 

Katherine Siler, daughter of 
Lutbcr and Diana Silo 1 , HI, of Lex¬ 
ington, Kentucky, has graduated 
from the University College of 
I^w, Lexington, Kentucky. 

She is a graduate of Centre Col¬ 
lege, Danville, Kentucky, with a 
Liberal Arts degree in Secondary 
Education. 

In 1995-96 she served as an 
Americorp Volunteer with the Boyle 
County of Board of Education. 

She was licensed to practice 
law. In October 1999. in Ihe State 
of Kentucky. 

She is currently manager of the 
Fayette County Bar Association Pro 
Bono Program in Lexington, Ken¬ 
tucky. 

Siler Is the granddaughter of 
Naomi Wanslcy, of Elkins, and the 
laic Robert Wamsley, Sr. Her 
maternal grandparents arc the late 
Frank B. Kayes and Clara Dunbrack 
Kayes, both former residents of 
Pocahontas County. 

r Hot Dog Sale ^ 

Marlinton Church of God 
(Beard Heights) | 

Friday, January 21 Si 

I 11a.m.-? 

Sponsored by Women's 

Ministries t 

Call-ins accepted 799-4K17 
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It is with much interest that 1 
have been reading the recent col¬ 
umns and letters concerning the 
use/abuse of Ritalin. So far, the 
opinions that have been presented 
raise more questions than they 
answer. How many students in 
Pocahontas County schools are 
being prescribed Ritalin? Who prof 
its from this? Has anyone considered 
bow sophisticated the marketing 
strategics of the pharmaceutical cor- 
ptrations have become? 

On the one hand Mr. Worth 
tells us that Ritalin is being abused 
at a high level by youth and adults 
in the county, and on the other hand 
claims that the number of youth 
being treated with Ritalin is very 
low. What is wrong with this pic¬ 
ture? If the information that is 
quoted from JAMA 04-07-98 is 
accurate if applied to Pocahontas 
County schools then only about 40 
students would be likely to have 
been prescribed Ritalin if it were 
done so throughout all 12 grades 
(3% of 1400 enrollment). 1 have 
been told that it is being prescribed 
mostly to students in the lower 
grades, so that e aim ate of 40 
students might be cut in half to 20. 
Would Ihcre be such an outcry 
about this matter, and a high level 
of abuse if only 20 students were 
being prescribed Ritalin? I suspect 
that the percentages are drastically 
higher. You reap what you sow. 

In all that has been written in 
The Pocahontas Times in recent 
weeks concerning the use of Ritalin 
in cur schools I am amazed that 
the word DIET has not once been 
mentioned. 1 believe that a great 
number of behavioral problems that 
some students exhibit could be 
solved by changes in their diets. If 
you don't believe that what you eat 
and drink everyday has any effect on 
your mood and behavior, try 
abstaining from your usual intake 
of coffee, cola and sweets for a 
week... 

Have we, as a society, reached 
the point where we choose to dis¬ 
pense drugs to children to maintain 
discipline in school? “Medicine'' as 
it has come to be practiced these 
days, often seems to focus on treat¬ 
ment of the symptoms with not 
nearly enough consideration of the 
cause. I think that the use of Rita¬ 
lin in our schools is but another 
manifestation of that. 

Doug Bernier 
Warwick 

Dear Editor 

In arguing against Waco 
Stone's quarry expansion permit, 
Steve Rice of the SnowsLoc Resort 
and others opposed pretend to be 
interested in protecting the area’s 
scenic beauty, when his company 
and allied interests arc defiling tnc 
land with ostentatious houses, con- 
dominia, overpriced stores and res¬ 
taurants, and associated roads, park¬ 
ing lots, dumpsters, streetlights, 
and billboards as fast as they possi¬ 
bly can. 

They claim to be concerned 
about road traffic the quarry might 


r 
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generate, and in the next breath, 
brag about bringing in tens of thou¬ 
sands of cars and SUV's every 
weekend. 

They claim to be concerned 
about eventual takeover of the 
quarry by an 'International 
conglomerate"—like Intrawest, 
Snowshoc's owner, iLsclf 

My commitment to the princi¬ 
ples that made this the greatest 
country in the world requires dial 1 
support Intrawesfs right to commit 
almost any abomination of their 
choice, on their own land. 

But their attempt to deny the 
same right to their neighbors, ami 
by such an outrageous display ol 
sanctimonious hypocrisy, should 
not be tolerated. 

John M. Lcyzoick 
Marlintofi 

I>car Editor 

Last weeks ankle by Gibbs 
Kindcrman was perhars the most 
irresponsible article ever written by 
a school official Mr, Kindcrman 
would like lo remove Ritalin from 
our school system. He asks, "Does 
a drug become safe simply because 
it Id prescribed by a doctor." Does 
this mean he knows each child bet¬ 
ter than the doctor who prescribed 
the medication? What other medica¬ 
tions does he feel are not safe? Per¬ 
haps all medications should be 
banned from our school. The OS 
Department of location recognizes 
ADD as a serious problem and has 
protected the rights of students diag¬ 
nosed as ADD by passing the Indi¬ 
viduals with Disabilities Education 
Act (IDEA). The Pocahontas 
County School System is not in 
compliance with this act, Ihe latest 
study conducted at Massachusetts 
General Hospital in Boston has 
shown a measurable biochemical 
abnormality in people with ADD. 
This abnormality is corrected with 
the prescription of Ritalin or other 
simitar drugs. Researchers at the 
National Institute of Mental Health 
have reported the medication is 
more effective than behavioral treat¬ 
ment for children with ADD, Each 
year parents of children with ADD 
must struggle to educate a new set 
of teachers to this disorder. When 
Board of location members have 
the views of Mr. Kindcrman, it is 
easy to sec why teachers are i;ot 
better informed. Mr. Kindcrman has 
insulted every parent and caretaker 
of a child with ADD, Perhaps he 
should spend some time with a 
child with these special needs. 
These children and families have 
enough problems in life as it is, 
they do not need to be attacked by 
someone who docs net understand, 
especially someone in a position of 
authority. Many disorders that went 
untreated in die prist arc now being 
successfully incited with new-fouud 
drugs. Perhaps Mr. Kindcrman 
would like to return to the dark days 
of the past r d leave these disorders 
untreated. Laws can be passed, but 
until school officials change their 
attitudes, families affected by ADD 
will continue to struggle against 
the school system. 

Jason N. Sharp 
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global 

warming is a problem, and the 
effects will he devastating." This 
sentence was repealed and 
remembered by sixty clergy and lay 
Icadcis gathered at Jackson's Mill 
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on 1 Jetember 3lh and bib 

A broad spectrum tf faith 
groups were represented at this 
conference sponsored by the West 
Virginia Council of Churches. In a 
statement prepared Uw release at the 
end of the conference the religious 
leaders declared, "We speak not as 
members of an environmental 
movement but as people of faith 
seeking to he true to God's 
intentions for ('reatfon, We resolve 
to ‘choose life so that you and ytmr 
descendants may live/" (Duel, 


30:19) 

An Environmental Protection 
Agency brochure explains the 
causes of global warming. u We 
rely on fossil fuels—like coal, 
natural gas, oil, and gasoline to 
power our cars, factories, utilities, 
and appliances. But burning more 
and more of these fuels is releasing 
large quantities of gases such as 
carbon dioxide (CO*) and nitrous 
oxide into the atmosphere. 
Decaying garbage in our landfills 
releases me mane, another potent 
gas. All of these gases prevent ihe 
sun’s energy from escaping back 
into space. Trapping heal close to 
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Global Warming 


the surface of ihe earth raises global 
tcmpcraturcr., turning our world 
into a sort of planetary 
greo house " 

A graph for CO 2 concentrations 
in parts per million listed the 
present concentration at 366. Over 
the Iasi 1.000 years CO 2 ’! hovered 
around 280 mark until the Industrial 
Revolution in 1800 began the 
upward spiral. 

Research to verify CO 2 
concentrations comes from ice core 
drillings. Dr fallen Moseley* 
Thompson, professor at Ohio State 
University in Geography 
(Climatology) has conducted 
numerous ice core drilling programs 
in Antarctica, Greenland, china and 
Peru She spoke to the ^rcup on 
the. hidden history in the ice rings. 
Besides air bubbles with CO 2 
readings, she analyzes dust 
particles, pollen content, volcanic 
ash, atmospheric temperature, and 
yearly net accumulation. 

Dr James Kotcon, Associate 
Professor of Plant Paihotogy, 
WVU, told the conference lhal the 
United States is 4% of the world’s 
population and emits 21% of the 
CO 2 into the atmosphere. He said 
some plants in West Virginia arc 
already under stress and claimed that 
the stale tree, die sugar maple, 
could disappear within 200 years if 
nothing is done to cut CO 2 gas. 


Dr. Steven D. Woodruff, a 
research chemist at the l-edcral 
Energy Technology Center in 
Morgantown, spoke on power 
plants and the deregulation of 
e’ectricity. He stated that electricity 
produced in West Virginia was the 
third cheapest nationwide. 
Woodruff claimed lhal 70% of West 
Virginia electricity is exported out 
of state now. Many coal fired 
planes were grandfathered in under 
the Clean Air Act of 1970 and arc 
surprisingly still patched and 
operating. He said Americans 
waste about rate-half of the present 
electricity produced. 

Pas Artaza-Kegan is the 
Environmental Justice Program 
Director in the Ministry of God's 
Creation of the United Methodist 
General Board of Church and 
Society. She stated the poor of the 
world will be the first affected by 
heat waves, storms, floods and 
disease. She lobbies for legislation 
in Washington, D. C. 

In addition to the author, Allan 
Johnson was another Pocahontas 
County resident partidpatng in the 
conference. We were trained to 
speak to churches on why global 
warming is a religious issue and 
what can he done about the 
problem. We are available as 
speakers to local interested 
churches. 
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Public sentiment, media coverage cited 

Rainbow Case will move on 


After bearing defense evidence 
that hostile public sentiment exists 
in Pocahontas and Greenbrier coun¬ 
ties against the man convicted in 


1993 of the Rainbow Murders and 
that press coverage of the case be¬ 
fore, during and after the trial had 
created a too well-informed jury 
pool, Senior Status Judge Charles 
Cobban granted a defense motion 
for a change of venue Friday. 

Jacob Wilson Beard, who was 


granted a new trial by Ix>bban last 
year, was found guilty by a Green¬ 
brier County jury of the June, 
1980, homicides of Nancy Santo- 
mera, 19, and Vicki Durian, 26. 

The women, from Huntington, 
Long Island, New York, and Well¬ 
man, Iowa, respectively, were trav¬ 
eling to a Rainbow Family Gather¬ 
ing held that year on the Mononga- 
bcla National Forest. Their bodies 
were found shot to death at close 
range beside a rutted lane on Briery 
Knob in a remote section of south¬ 
ern Pocahonias County. 

According to a survey conduct¬ 
ed by Charleston-based Ryan* 
McGinn*Samplcs Research in No¬ 
vember, 1999, awareness of Beard 
is higher in Greenbrier and Poca¬ 
hontas counties, with 45% of those 
polled having some to a lot of 
knowledge of him. 

AJso, 25% of those polled had 
a somefwhat) unfavorable to very 
unfavorable opinion of Beard, the 
survey said. 

Further, that unfavorable opin¬ 
ion apparently translated into a 
considerable percentage of people 
who personally feel Beard is guilty 
of the murders. 

Thirty-five percent of those 
polled locally believed Beard had 
murdered Santomero and Durian, 
the survey said, compared with four 
percent who said they believe Beard 
is innocent of the crimes. 

Knowledge oS the case declined 
in Kanawha County, where only 
five per cent of lho.se polled had 
some to a lot of knowledge about 
Beard and no one had an unfavorable 


opinion or the man 

In Kanawha County, only eight 
percent of those polled said they be¬ 
lieve Beard is guilty, but an even 
lower number—two percent— re¬ 
sponded that they perceive be is in¬ 
nocent 

Forty-eight percent of those 
polled in Greenbrier and Pocahontas 
counties had read about the case in 
the newspaper, the survey said. 

And that newspaper coverage of 
the case cast defense attorney Miles 
Morgan in the easy role of compli¬ 
menting the present press corps on 
their work. Morgan noted that the 
Lcwisburg-based newspaper. The 
West Virginia Daily News, bad 
printed 56 stories about the case. 


while The Pocahontas Times had 
panted 45 stories, the weekly 
Mountain Messenger had 12 stories 
on the case and The Becklcy Reg¬ 
ister-Herald, 39. 

Morgan remarked that the de¬ 
fense had sent a “team" to the ar¬ 
chives to collect the articles. 

“1 had no idea of the level of re¬ 


porting going on about this case," 
Morgan said. “There is no issue 
that has not been canvassed to the 
last excruciating detail." 

“The matters touched on are ab¬ 
solutely, positively prejudicial to 
the jury,” Morgan said. 

The defense attorney said de¬ 
scriptions of in camera hearings, 
the court's comments and lawyer's 
arguments comprised loo muc! in¬ 
formation for a jury poo). Til give 
it to these papers, they've gone and 
hit everything," be said. 

“Given the tortured history this 
case has bad in Greenbrier and Po¬ 
cahontas counties, given the level 
of reporting in (he print media, how 
is it possible for Mr. Beard to get a 
fair trial?” Morgan asked 'he court. 

Lead counsel Stephen Farmer 
focused on one Pocahontas Times 
article in particular, February 11, 
1999, in which lead investigator 
Robert A Ik ire was quoted as saying: 
“We are bound by law and our own 
consciences to tell the truth,“ Al- 
kire said “Defense attorneys are 
not .'* 


“That ouote implies we run a- 
rnund all the time not telling the 
truth," Farmer said to the court 
"Disgraceful.” he stated in an 
aside to the press seated directly be¬ 
hind him. 

The defense team produced cop¬ 
ies of those 152 articles indexed by 
newspaper and date to supplement 


its motion 


Prosecuting Attorney Walt 
Weiford objected to the motion to 
relocate the case to another jurisdic¬ 
tion. 

“The issue is not about who 
might have heard about the case, 
but the number of individuals who 
have formed opinion about guilt or 
innocence " Wei ford said. “Thirty 
percent in Greenbrier had formed 
some opinion. I don’t know that 
provides for widespread hostile sen¬ 
timent.’* 

The State is already at some 
disadvantage because the case has 
been moved to Greenbrier County, 
Weiford pointed out. 

Lobban concurred with Wei¬ 
ford’s argument—at least initially. 

“Publicity alone is not grounds 
for a change of venue," Lobban 
said. “(And) some hostile sentiment 
is not necessarily grounds for a 
change." 

But the judge said that present 
hostile feeling combined with the 
level of publicity about the case 
was enough grounds for a change of 
venue. 

Ixrbban also said he Hi the 
heightened local publicity could be 
due to the remote location of the 
area and the lack of “big” news. 

“It’s a rural area; we don’t have 
much news," the judge said. “This 
is big news." 

"The danger is you don't know 
how a juror feels/' he continued. 
"How can we avoid asking a new 
jury what they've heard?" 

Lobban also commented that a 
sixth grade class he had spoken to 
in Pocahontas County had beard of 
the case, 

The West Virginia Supreme 
Court of Appeals will decide where 
in the state the trial will he held and 
the scheduled February 8 trial date 
will lie moved into the next term of 
court. 

Ixibban said Raleigh, Putnam 
and Monongalia counties bad re¬ 
ceived other Greenbrier County 
cases. This case was moved from 
Pocahonias to Greenbrier County in 
1993 because of public sentiment. 

The judge did not rule on other 
motions concerning whether or not 
the Slate’s new witnesses can testi¬ 
fy at the new trial or if Alkire can 
continue in the case. 

“My understanding of the rul¬ 
ing on Kastigar is to suggest it is 
not the mere exposure, hut the use 
of the evidence," Weiford said, "The 
Stale has met its burden and should 
be allowed the evidence " 

The Kastigar issue arose in the 
first pre-trial motions, but Lobban 
denied Beard the hearing at that 
time. 

On appeal, the Supreme Court 
ruled that the hearing should be held 
and then supported llie lower court's 
ruling that the State had not violat¬ 
ed Beard's rights under a 1983 im¬ 
munity agreement which forbade 
prosecution unless Beard was to be 
charged as the (riggerman. 

Tiie Slate's objective in this 
trial is to prove that the new wit¬ 
nesses were assembled without us¬ 
ing any information Beard provided 
while he cooperated with investiga¬ 
tors in 1983. 

The 53-year old Beard, who has 
maintained his innocence in the 
murders since bis 1992 arrest, is 
free on bond. 


Magistrate Court 


Veriin L. Kelly, of Dunmore, 
appeared before Magistrate Danilh 
Miller on Thursday of last week on 
charges of illegal possession of 
wildlife, trapping out of season, 
and trapping without a license. He 
was found guilty on all three and 
fined a total of i 150 with $201 in 
court costs. 

Charges of domestic battery 
against Tina R. Ganetson, of Mar- 
linton; domestic battery and fleeing 
from an officer against James R. 
Shamhlin, of Hillsboro, and battery 
against Carl F. Smith, of Marlin- 
ton, were dismissed on Thursday. 

Tracy J. Herring, of Wilming¬ 
ton, Delaware, and Jason C. 
Burke, of Kelly, North Carolina, 
were both arrested on Friday by 
Deputy Sheriff B. C. Totten and 
each charged with three counts of 
battery. They were released on 
Saturday after $1000 bond was 
posted for each. 
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FIVE GENERATIONS 

At a reunion on Beaver Creek last fall, five generations 
of one family were able to gather for a photo. In this photo 
arc, back row, l-r, Ramona Stephens, Floret la Gordon, both 
from Stuart, Virginia, and Ron Harris, of Mount Sidney, 
Virginia. In front Dollle Underwood holds Lauren Harris, 
with Cbrhtine Harris at her side. Also at the reunion were 
Kevin Harris and children Morgan, Levi, and Kristen. 
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On August 29, 1999, P. J, 
Harper, II, saw the sunrise on top of 
Ml. Rainier. This was bis first 
mountain climbing experience. He 
trained for 3 months to get in condi¬ 
tion for this trip. Ml. Rainier is a 
I4 t 411 foot glacier covered dormant 
volcano. After a day of instruction 
with ropes, crampons, and ice axes, 

h t „l' I i n iL« „ f 

t. i. UUiiuvg iO uiv wuip ui 

9000 feet, rested, then he and his 
group left at midnight to climb to 
the summit. He said it was an 
unforgettable experience. 

P. J. is the son of Karen and 
Kermit Friel, of Slaty Fork, and 
Paul Harper, of Charlottesville. Vir¬ 
ginia. He is a 1990 graduate of 
Pocahontas County High School 
and a graduate of Virginia Tech 


majoring in Ocean and Vtoj 
Engineering. He has worked for 
Delta Airlines in Atlanta, Georgia, 
for 2 1/2 years as an Aerospace 
Engineer. On January 17, 2000, he 
was promoted to Project Engineer 
for the 757 and 777 planes. In this 

G tilion he handles the contracts 
ween Boeing and Delta for these 

pktiic&> 

Since be has been working for 
Delta he has traveled and seen a lot 
of the world. He has taken trips 
abroad to Rome, Italy, Dublin, Ire¬ 
land, London, England, Rio De 
Janeiro, Brazil, San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, Cayman Islands, British West 
indies, Calgary and 
Whisiler/Blackcomb, in Canada. 
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P. J. HARPER high atop Mt. Panicr 
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PCHS GIRLS VARSITY BASKETBALL Team: Megan Shearer, Valarie McLaughlin, A'lson Hegel, Jaclyn Hoi lands worth, Kayley 
Kolonay, Beth Young. Row 2, Asst. Coach Tim McClung, Melissa Hill, Christina Holstlne, Amber Barker, Brandy Wayne, Malea 
Gum, Ginger Henry, Tausha Cassell. Row 3, Coach John Snyder 
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PCHS WARRIORS BASKETBALL Team: Row 1: Cory McNabb, Zach Richardson, Eric Underwood, Brian Baldwin, Josh Kelley, 
Row 2: Manager Andrew Rider, Jamie Long, Marcus Sharp, Joey Schoolcraft, Josh Waugh, Justin Taylor, O. J. Gragg, Michael May, 
Ell Sharp, Chris Simmons. Row 3: Assistant Coach Mike Shan*, Matt Rhea, Eric Kelley, Jeremy Moore, Greg Hamons, Chad Corbett, 
Jonathan Parker, Clint Johnson, Kellyn Cassell, Ricky Tyson, Coach Bob Sheets 
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felt the need to ex pros my opinion 
on this. 

When my youngest son began 
having problems in school, his 
teachers suggested be be tested for 
ADD. 1 agreed and testing showed 
that surprise-he was labeled ADD, I 
was told that be should be on Rita¬ 
lin to "cure" his ADD and that their 
psychiatrist amid prescribe it or we 
could take him to his pediatrician 
After my husband and I had king 
tear filled discussions about this, 
and mostly about self-blame, we 
decided to do it I took all the test 
results and reports to his pediatri¬ 
cian and was met with a laugh in 
my face. Their psychiatrist started 
iny son on a tow dose of Ritalin 
with no effect. His dose was 
increased and still there was no 
effect except that his teachers com¬ 
mented that he was, ‘ more polite " 
What?! The dose was once again 
increased and all that resulted wtit 
motor tics that were so severe that 
he still has them today—three yean 
after being off the medication, 

finally a different medication 
was prescribed and was so new that 
it took calls to six different dnijt 
stores before we could find it We 
tried this new medication to no 
avail and my husband and I agreed 
to take our son off all medications, 
i refuse to let my child be used as a 
guinea pig to please bis teache s. I 
am so sorry that 1 ever heard of 
Ritalin and that I let my son be put 
through all of its effects (or lack 
thereof). 

There is no doubt in my mina 
that my son has trouble paying 
attention—1 don't have to be in a 
classroom to know that—and I feel 
that some old-fashioned discipline 
like I had would be a better alterna¬ 
tive. But since the government now 
decides how we discipline our 
children we are not allowed that 
option We do still, however have a 
choice when it comes to Ritalin, 
anti I absolutely refuse to use it 

Our children supposedly go to 
one of the best schools in the stale 
of Virginia yet the schools are over¬ 
crowded and all of the conferences 
we go to concerning our child's 
ADD problem are met with the 
same answer— 14 try Ritalin/' 1 have 
read, listened, and gone to every 
seminar I can to find out more 
about ADD and Ritalin and 
nowhere have I ever heard mat 
children with ADD do not get 
enough attention from their parents. 
That statement is ludicrous and 
completely ignorant to the Issue at 
hand. Someone please tell me why 
parents are commonly blamed for 
everything! 


I am writing this letter to urge 
parents who are considering Ritalin 
to take a step back and realize that 
Ritaln is not always what it Is 
made out to be. Under no circum¬ 
stances, in my experience, has Rita¬ 
lin been a "wonder drug" or a Mess¬ 
ing and 1 know that I am not alone 
when K say Ih s 1 hope that parents 
out there will understand my posi¬ 
tion and reconsider this drug. 

Mina Fowler Conner 
Chesterfield, VA 
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NOTICE Of TRUSTEED SA LE 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN th*l by 
virtue of i certain deed ol trust dated the 
13th day of May, 1W9, made by Roger 
Paul Delia, Sr. am! Melba M Fitzgerald >o 
ftullip W. Caia, a# Trustee, of record m rhe 
Office of ihe Clerk of the County ConHfus 
ikrj of Potahouca* County. Wen Virginia, 
la Trust Deed Book No I SB ai r*ge 351, to 
Secure City National Bank of West Vagi- 
tua m the payment jvMpI mm ot 
Silty Thousand and 00/100 Dollars 
($60,000.00), evidenced by a negotiable 
note bearing even dale therewith, and pur- 
suaat lo the deed of trust, wherein City Na¬ 
tional Bank of West Virginia was author 
ried and empowered U) designate and ap 
point ot>T Of more substitute trustees in the 
pitand stead of the trustee earned m (he 
Deed of Trust, and the underrijtaed. Don¬ 
ald i Epperty, having been ao appointed by 
the lernu of a Designation of Substitute 
Trustee of record in md Ckrk*i Office, 
and default hiving been made m the pay- 
meal of said indebtedness and the Suhsti 
rule Trustee having been requested in writ’ 
ing so lo <k> by City Nriiosii Bank of West 
Virgin it, the owner and holder of said 
note, said Substitute Trustee, on 
TUESDAY, Ike 7th DAY OF 
MARCH, 3)04#, at 11:3# c.n, will offer 
for tale and sell at public auction *1 the 
front door of Ihe Conihouse of Pooahoutas 
County, We^l Virginia, io the highest btd 
der therefor, all those certain tracts or par 
cell of land, together with the improve 
menu thereon nod the appurtenance* 
thereunto belonging, situate in Green Bank 
end Rdray District!, Pocahontas Cwiuiy, 
West Virginia, and being more particularly 
hounded and described as follows: 
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s motions on both sides of Rainbow Case 
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Senior Status Judge Charles 

tobfaan played no favorites Monday 
at what was supposed to be Jacob 
Beard's final appearance in Green¬ 
brier County Circuit Court Instead, 
Lobban denied motions made by 
both the State and the defease. 

Beard was convicted in 1993 of 
the notorious Rainbow Murders— 
the shooting deaths of 19-year-old 
Nancy Santomero, of Huntington, 
Long Island, New York, and 26- 
year-old Vicki Durian, of Wellman, 
Iowa—which occurred in Pocahon¬ 
tas County in 1980. 

The women were apparently 
traveling to a Rainbow Family 
Gathering when they were shot to 
death at close range with a high- 
powered weapon. The weapon has 
never been recovered. 

Beard was released from prison 
last year after Lobban found reason 
to grant the former Hillsboro man a 
new trial based on the on-again-off- 
again confessions of a convicted se¬ 
rial killer and the affidavit of 
Beard’s former co-defendant, Arnold 
Cutlip. 

Beard’s previous trial was 
moved to Greenbrier County in 
1993 because of perceived public 
sentiment in Pocahontas County. 

At Monday’s hearing, Lobban 
quickly denied a defense motion to 
exclude the testimony of State’s 
eyewitnesses Johnnie Washington 
Lewis and Winters Charles Walton 
based on what defense attorney 
Miles Morgan called “scientific evi¬ 
dence relating to repressed memo¬ 
ry" 

Morgan said he had the affidavit 
of Elizabeth Loftis who he said 
was ‘The leader in the field if not 
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discusses 
control 

The County Commission met 


the leader on earth" in repressed 
memory. 

Prosecuting Attorney Walt 
Weiford said he would like the op¬ 
portunity to offer his own expert on 
repressed memory, but preferred that 
the judge made a ruling that day. 

“The court could make a find¬ 
ing now as to reliabilityWeiford 
said. “(Reliability) has been tested 
by examination, cross-examination 
at length and jury deliberation." 

Tbe judge did rule immediately 
in Wuford’s favor with a lecture to 
the defense"on the case’s record. 

“Two things bother me,” Lob¬ 
ban said. “One: we've done it all. A 
day’s testimony with Mr, Walton 
and Mr. Lewis with respect to com¬ 
petency and their ability to remem¬ 
ber, their conflicting statements, 
the withdrawal of those statements 
and the return of those statements. 

“We’ve had extensive evalua¬ 
tion and major arguments about 
competency examined endlessly on 
cross examination '' 

Lobban said be was also con¬ 
cerned with an “expert witness" in¬ 
vading the province of the jury’s 
decision of competency 

Morgan continued an effort to 
sway the judge to no avail. 

“Based an the testimony we al¬ 
ready have, science says is pre¬ 
sumptively unreliable," Morgan 
ventured. 

Lobban denied the motion any¬ 
way. “It’s not a theory in West Vir¬ 
ginia at this point," be said. “We’ve 
already done that. It’s for tbc jury to 
determine." 

But Lobban did not leave ihe 
prosecution’s case inviolate, either, 
denying Weiford the use of two 
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witnesses that place Beard in the 
Hillsboro area on the afternoon of 
June 25. 1980. 

Mary and Irma Vaughan were 
expected to testify that Beard re¬ 
turned a tractor to Mary Vaughan's 
Hillsboro residence on that day. 
That testimony would potentially 
impeach Beard’s alibi, which is that 
be worked until 5:15 p m. and then 
attended a Pocahontas County Board 
of Education meeting to argue 
against the closing of Hillsboro 
School, 

Beard’s time card from Green¬ 
brier Tractor Sales in Lswisburg 
showed that he clocked in at 1 pm. 
and clocked out at 5:15 p m . ac¬ 
cording to court records. Tbc court 
records also show that the latter 
time is hand-written. 

He testified at his 1993 trial 
that be worked in the field for a 
customer whose name he could not 
remember 

Weiford may alsc not be able 
to use any new information Odessa 
Hivclv may have given investiga¬ 
tors. (lively testified that she had 
seen Beard's vehicle at the entrance 
to Droop Mcrjntain Battlefield State 
Park along with vehicles belonging 
to Gerald Brown and Ktcfaie Fowler. 
Beard's former co-defendants. Sbc 
also testified she saw Beard later at 
tbc Board of Education meeting. 

Lobban said the Vaughans' 
statements go directly in the face 
of Justice (Margaret) Workman’s 
finding at the end of Kashgar. 

Under the Kashgar rule, the 
prosecution may not attack the de¬ 
fendant's alibi if ii was given under 
an immunity agreement. Although 
the witnesses were not found to 
have come through information 
Beard gave investigators, the inves¬ 
tigators’ awareness of his alibi 
could have tainted the direction of 
the investigation, Lobban said. 

Beard was granted partial use 
immunity by former Pocahontas 


County Prosccu'ing Attorney J. 
Steven Hunter. 

Serial killer Joseph Paul 
Franklin could have an opportunity 
to convince a jury he committed 
the murders, either in the form of 
another deposition or as a witness 
at trial. 

Lobban granted a prosecution 
motion to have Franklin deposed 
again, although Weiford said be was 
not unfavorable to having Franklin 
brought to West Virginia to testify. 

“I’d much prefer to have Frank¬ 
lin here at trial, as would the 
defense," Weiford said. 

Franklin was deposed in Octob¬ 
er, 1997, and confessed to the mur¬ 
ders, giving some correct details to 
the crime, while making other 
statements that do not match the 
physical evidence in the case 

Franklin, an avowed white su¬ 
premacist, is awaiting death by 
lethal injection in the state of Mis¬ 
souri where he was convicted of 
murdering a man outside a syna¬ 
gogue 

His imprisonment poses a 
iblem for bringing the man to 
fest Virginia 

“Missouri is pondering whether 
they could force him to come here 
to testify," Weiford said. 

The prosecutor said that while 
Franklin has said be will cooperate, 
be may have changed his mind. 

On the issues of when and 
where the trial will be held, LoMmi 
said those matters are not yet con 
firmed. 

The judge mentioned four pos¬ 
sible places for the trial and tenta¬ 
tive trial dates of mid- to late May 

Morgan made one more plea for 
Kanawha County, mentioning the 
state's capital city has six court 
rooms available. 

Since the venue is not estab¬ 
lished, Beard will have one more 
Greenbrier County bearing on 
March 31. 
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PICTURE TAKEN ON February 1H, 1939, hi Northnebl, MiSHichn^etti, of (he 
Gulford Lumber Company mill culling timber after the New Eng land hurricane of 
1938* Glen Gulford, of Green Hunk, k lo the right of the mun with white punts. 


Historical Society gets media grant 


The West Virginia Humanities 
Council has awarded a media grant 
in the amount of $19,875 to the 
Pocauon'as County Historical 
Society for the “Galfocd Lumber 
Company Documentary Project" 
The 56-minute documentary 
will record, for the first li*ne, the 
story of the Green Dank sawmill 
and its workers who participated in 
the federal government's Timber 
Salvage Program in Massachusetts 
liter the New England Hurricane of 
1938. 

The New England Hurricane of 
1938 killed more than 600 men, 
women and children 

The storm also destroyed over 
two billion trees. After securing a 
contract with the federal govern¬ 
ment to cut the timber on a private 
woodlot in Northfield, Massachu¬ 
setts, Glen GaJford, owner of the 


Galford I umber Company in Green 
Bank, moved his portable sawmill 
and his workers to New 1 tig land 
Townspeople lined the road in J:mu- 
ary 1939 to watch as men, equip 
men l, trucks and teams of horses 
pulled out in blizzard conditions to 
spend two winters and a summer on 
an adventure that will be docu¬ 
mented for the first lime through 
this film project. It is a story of 
displaced communities, hardship 
and perseverance, love and life. 

Ihc documentary is being pro¬ 
duced by Pocahontas County native 
B.J. Gudmunusson and co-produced 
by famed photographer Douglas 
Chadwick, of Hillsboro. The film 
is scheduled for local debut in West 
Virginia and Massachusetts in July 
of 2000. future plans include airing 
on Wcsl Virginia Public Television 
and presentation through local 


schools, libraries and historical 
societies. This project is being 
sponsored by the Pocahontas 
County Historical Society with 
financial assistance from The West 
Virginia Humanities Council, a 
state program of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. 

Historians on the project 
include Dr. Roy Clarkson, author 
of Tumult on the Mountains', B.J. 
Gudmundsson, producer of Women 
of Monroe ; John Cuthbert, curator 
of the West Virginia History Col¬ 
lection at WVu; and William P. 
McNcel, editor of The Pocahontas 
Times. 

Tor more information contact: 
B.J. Gudmundsson 106 Lamp¬ 
lighter Drive, Lewisburg, WV 
24901 or call (304) 645-4998. e- 
mail: bj645-@yaboo.com. 
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LADY WARRIORS JUNIOR Varsity: Front Row: Kayley Kolonay, Brandy Wayne, Jaclyn Hollandsworth, Nicole Wilfong. Back Row 
Coach Tim McClung, Malea Gum, Beth Young, Cassandra Channel, Jennifer Rose, Coach John Snyder. 
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Additional gas wells planned near Thornwood 


Monongahcla National I-'ores! 
Supervisor Charles Myers has 
issued the environmental assess¬ 
ment for the drilling of new gas 
wells on MNF land near Thom- 
wood by ihc (’abut Oil and (ins 
Corporation. The assessment re¬ 
views the four "alternatives’’ that 
were considered by MNF staff Tor 
(he proposal by Cabot to continue 
development of the natural gas in 
the portion of the I lor ton gas field 
to the cast and north of Thornwood 
I he assessment outlines die reasons 
for the alternative that has been se¬ 
lected. 

Cabot holds leases which gram 
the company the right to drill Tor, 
extract, and sell this government 


All Council members were 
present for the March meeting on 
March 7, 

Representatives of the Corps of 
Engineers reported on the Hood 
protection plan. 

/ public scoping meeting will 
be held Apiil II, wilh workshops 
in ihc afternoon on that day and the 
official meeting thal night. An 
official notice wul be published. 

Rock borrow sites are being 
identified, gcotech investigation 
sites drilling will begin in May, 
CilS model will be completed in 
May, Interior drainage studies are 
100% complete and overall studies 
98% complete. Real estate mapping 
is progressing, and initial design 
has begun fur a short video of the 
project and flooding in Marllnlon; 
residents arc invited to tell about 
die flooding they have experienced. 

The leading engineer reported on 
a meeting with the State Kail 
Authority on March 2 concerning 
the proposed bridge over the 
diversion outlet where il intersects 
the Greenbrier Trail. A design 
exception was not granted; the 
bridge will have to be at railroad 
standards. 

A definite change was noted by 
listeners in ihe approach to the 
Knapps Creek side of the project. 
As noted, the requirements for a 
railroad*standard bridge would be 
very expensive; die engineer also 
said other costs on the diversion 
plan were iurning oul lo he very 
expensive, plus the environmental 
study would add much lime lo the 
project for thal plan. I he plans 
will be ready lo submil to Council 
in May or June for their approval 
but it seemed evident the Corps was 
leaning toward llood walls along 
Knapps Creek Instead of a diversion 
plan through the mountain. 

In answer to a question Ifni it the 
audience, he said il might he 
possible (o start some construction 
in 2002. 

Ellen Galford and Dave 
Arrington were present on behalf of 
the Humane Society, bringing 
Council up to date on the program; 
six cats from French’s Diner were 
neutered, 287 animals in all, with 
172 vaccinated for rabies. Plans for 
dog law enforcement in town were 
discussed and the work of the dog 
warden, who receives $20 per dog 
ius mileage; lire Town receives 
10 for each fine with $67 in court 
costs. Tire Society will help with 
food and will loan its pen. 

John Sharp and Jim Burki 
submitted a proposal for County 
Disposal to contract the collection 
of trash in town, in response to a 
request, Tor a percentage of 
collections, 80% of residential and 
90% of commercial. Not knowing 
the accounts, they estimated 
$15,000 profit income to the town. 

Hearing from those in 
attendance: 

Ruth Morgan brought an article 
from a Charlottesville, Virginia, 
newspaper about the town of 
Scottvillc, which was flooded in 
'69. ‘72. and ’85, and now has an 
11 -year-old llood wall and pumping 
system, and a 4 1/2 mile levee. 
The project is working and the 
town is experiencing cultural aiid 
economic growth; she hopes 
someone will visit Ihc town. 

David C tin commented thal the 
property he had quit-claimed was 
not reserved for manufacturing; he 
wondered if any action had been 
taken; the Mayor said not. 

Jay IVrry reported be received a 
call from Glaxton. Georgia, thal 
police had inquired about his 
activities in that town and a deputy 
sheriff vehicle was there; The 
Mayor said a deputy sheriff had 
been sent to Atlanta on a murder 
investigation (and Tinncy did 
accompany him). Police Chief 
Tinncy said he would not discuss 
the matter before the public. Mr. 
Perry said he had done nothing 
wrong, it was wrong to do that, 
like the Nazis, like Hitler, and Mr 
Tinncy express anger at being com¬ 
pared to Hiller. 

The Mayor reported a group had 
been created to discuss future tax 
needs and had had throe mccungs to 
discuss possibilities of BAO Tax; 
only 22 questionnaires were 
returned; more w<rt is needed 

The new cemetery sign planned 
by the previous council is ready; 
posts woe pul up Tuesday, 

Mike llujson inquired bow 
many new employees there arc 
since the new council came in. the 
Mayor replied the 12 or 13 
employees are about the same as 
last year 


owned gits. Ihe leases, issued in 
1951 and 1952, will remain in ef¬ 
fect as long as existing natural gas 
wells in the area com nine to he 
productive. However, the leases rc- 
u i red l hat Cabot obtain Forest 
ervicc approval of the its plans 
before wells are drilled 
Seven wells in this area were 
drilled in Ihc 1960s. One was dry 
and the others capped due to the 
lack of pipeline to transport the 
gas. Five of the six were put into 
production in November IW6 after 
the construction of a pipeline from 
Randolph County. Since the gas 
began flowing Ihc sixth original 
well and two new wells have been 
brought into production. 


The Mayor and several council 
members attended the planning 
meeting for Bike Night. 

The water project still needs 
permit from Public Lands. 

Council voted to approve and 
signed a resolution of request to the 
Stale lo include some streets in the 
Orphan Road plan. 

The discussion with County 
Disposal was tabled for future 
decision. Council members want 
some more information. 

Department of Environmental 
Protection Inspection (five years) 
was conducted two weeks ago, with 
nothing major, two things lo spend 
money on, some things they have 
corrected. For pH reporting, Dale 
McKenncy needs a new merer. 
M&M must obtain permission by 
contacting an official on each 
dumping of sewage. The fence was 
fixed. They recommended a spare 
pump at lift station, which will 
cost $3900, and a double 
chlorinating lank. A better log 
book record is needed. Timer, 
lights, etc. arc working; have lo 
have a marker at in-flow with new 
numbers. 

The Mayor summarized the 
Audit findings: No mishandling of 
money. Need value on buildings 
and equipment; failed lo submit 
budget revisions on time; over- 
expenditures noted, with General 
Fund drawing from other funds; 
funds in one hank exceeded amount 
insured—the two banks will now 
cooperate; Town provides itself free 
water and sewerage at Municipal 
Building and Garage, and bills will 
now be submitted: inadequate 
separation of duties in 
office—auditor said il would not be 
feasible wilh so few employees; 
water loss Is 61% —can’t find any 
major leaks; now doing a reading 


Ihe gas being produced comes 
from the Oriskany Formation, 
which is about 5,000 to 5,500 feet 
below the surface in this area 

In the summer oi 1998 Cabot in¬ 
formed the Forest Service of iis 
plans to develop up to 22 new 
wells, along wilh necessary pipe¬ 
lines and access roads. Since dial 
time MNF staff have conducting 
the environmental studies that have 
resulted in the choice of alternative. 

Included among Ihe four alterna¬ 
tives is one for "no action." Ibis 
one was rejected in large part be¬ 
cause it would probably result In 
Cabo! seeking compensation from 
die government for the gas il weald 
not be able to produce and sell. 


on water tanks late at night when 
there is no household consumption. 

Mr. Gibb staled he had gone 
over the report carefully and found 
nothing illegal. 

Bids for garbage truck was 
advertised in Pocahontas limes, 
Charleston and Bcckley papers. BfcJ 
opening March 15. 

Concerning proliferation of 
signs in Marliniun — After 
discussion with real estate people 
present. Council voted lo write an 
ordinance to see what can he done 
lo help. 

Spring is clean-up time. Ihe 
week of April 3-7 was set for 
pickup of heavy objects. Call town 
office. 

Robin Mutscbellcr was named 
to head Communications and 
Public RelaUons. She has been 
requiring about a web page and 
internet connections. She also 
reported in connection with the 
Scenic By Way program for Rt. 39, 
Robert Ferguson will meet with tire 
Marlinum Business Association ai 
7 p. m. on March 14. 

In regards lo the open meeting 
laws and a required agenda, and Die 
fact that Council can act only on 
those things on an agenda, the 
Mayor suggested that citizens 
register things Urey want considered 
either before the meeting or maybe 
sign in. 

Building permits fur February: 
Milcbell Chevrolet, renovations; 
Oak Hall, 90' Seneca Trail, new 
construction; Pete Curtis, 
Greenbrier Hill, renovations. 

At the request of Lee Tinncy, 
Council voted to have an executive 
session on law enforcement. At its 
conclusion the Mayor reported 
Tinncy offered bis apology for his 
reaction during ’he meeting. 


The other four alternatives arc 
similar and differ only in minor de¬ 
tail. 

By the use of "directional 
drilling." which allows several 
wells to be drill from one location, 
Cabot plans to use only 11 uriil 
sites, or “well pads," for the new 
wells. Five of the new wells will 
be drilled from three of the existing 
well pads and the other 17 from 
eight new well pads. 

Cabot has informed the Forest 
Service dial this well drilling plan 
should be sufficient to fully develop 
the Oriskary Formation on national 
ftxcsl land 

'Ihc proposed development is 
planned to take place over a five 
year period, beginning in the sum¬ 
mer of 2000 and reaching comple¬ 
tion in the fall of 21X15, The pro¬ 
posed drilling schedule is four wells 
per year for die first three years and 
five per year for the last two years. 
At least one well will be drilled at 
each well pad, wilh the succeeding 
wells being drilled based on the 
productivity of die first wells. 

Another part of Cabot’s plans are 
Tor the construction of 5,450 feel of 
six-inch diameter pipeline on MNF 
land to connect with wells located 
on private land. Tire new pipeline, 
the Frank Mountain Pipeline, will 
connect with the exiting pipeline 
near the head of Old t loose Run and 
go south, wilh 2,160 feet along a 
road and 3,290 feel cross country. 
An estimated 2,500 feet of pipeline 
will be buill on private land. 

The three existing well pads to 
be used are the two located on die 
hillside above Buf falo Lake (three 
wells) and Die one at the head of 
Old House Run (two wells). 

’Ihe new well pads will be locat¬ 
ed as follows: 

* at die west end of Little Spruce 
Ridge, about 1700 feet from US 
Rt. 250; two wells 

* on the ridge between the two 
forks of Old House Run; two wells 

* on (he ridge on die south side 
of Toolbox Hollow, near lire head 
of the stream; three wells 

* on a ridge at the headwaters of 
Big Run, near the W. Va./Va. line; 
one well 

* on the ridge between Long Run 
and Grassy Run, near tlieir headwa¬ 
ters, three wells 

* on the ridge between Lick Run 
and Waidcrman Run; two wells 

* at (he head of Waidcrman Run, 
near ihe Pendlelon County line, 
tiirec wells 

* on the ridge between the two 
forks of Abes Run; one well 

Associated with these new well 
pads will be a lota) of 9,750 feel ol 
access road, 16,025 feet of pipeline 
buried along roads, and 6,145 feel 
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From PayAnyDay 
installments loans 
to home equity loans 
to mortgage loans. 

So come on by. 

If you're thinking 
small or big, we're 
thinking just like you. 
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JVTarlinton flood control project 
construction could begin In 2002 
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Basketball Cheerleaders: Row 1: Ashley Smith, Andrea Jordan, Melissa Bond, Rebecca Stull, Michelle Eads. Row 2: Lan’Nay Dilley, ^ 
Janet Biggs, Kristin Morris (co-head), Sara Starks (head), Jessica Rhea, Jessica Dunbrack. Row 3: Katie Sharp, Shannon Foe, Jessica 
Sharp. Coach Teresa Rhea r 
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Rulings made in suits involving county agencies 


PDA not in contempt of 
court, judge rules 

The Pocahontas Development 
Authority did nU violate a judge's 
order when it turned in its financial 
records in transactional order 

Circuit Judge James Rowe did 
order the authority to have its 
records certified. 

Rowe said it was apparent that 
plaintiffs Jerome iieinemann, of 
Dunmorc. and Norman Alderman, 
of Beaver Creek, were appealing to 
the court for the dual purpose of 
tracing both grant money from the 
Greenbrier Valley Soil Conserva¬ 
tion District and money from tte 
Governor’s Contingency Fund. 

'That’s out of the scope of this 
case," Rowe said. " Ibis is not the 
forum for that type of discover." 

The judge told Iieinemann and 
Alderman’s attorney, R. David Ar¬ 
rington. that they were tree to file 
another complaint. 

“And I’m sure you will," he 
said 

Rowe denied Arrington’s mo¬ 
tion for the county to pay his attor¬ 
ney's fees. 

The PDA must continue to 
supply quarterly financial state¬ 
ments to the county commission 
and the three municipalities. 

Suit against Solid Waste 
Authority dismissed 

Following a second tearing in 
the suit Jerome Heincmann filed 
against the Pocahontas County 
Solid Waste Authority, Circuit 
Judge James Rowe ruled there were 
no grounds for tte allegations made 
in the suit and dismissed it. The 
hearing was held on Friday oi last 
week. 

In his suit, Mr. Heincmann 
alleged the SWA has failed to carry 
out the mandates of tte state's laws 
on recycling and solid waste 
management. The suit also alleged 
the SWA is in violation of the state 
open meeting and ethics acts and 
illegally taxes the citizens of the 
county with the solid waste fee. 
The suit asks the court (o order the 
SWA to follow tte laws. 

The suit originally involved the 
W. Va. Public Service Commis¬ 
sion, W, Va. Soil Con."' , rvaticn 
Agency, and W. Va. Division of 
Environmental Protection. How¬ 


ever, the motions of these agencies 
to be dismissed from the suit were 
granted by Judge Rowe at the first 
hearing, held on January 28. The 
County Commission is also a 
defendant in the lawsuit. 

Also, at the Januarv hearing tte 
judge stated he felt the SWA had 
answered the allegations made in 
the suit. However, he agreed for a 
continuance due to the inability of 
George Sheets, a witness for Mr. 
Heincmann, to apjicar then. 

Mr. Sheets was on the stand on 
Friday. Mr. Heincmann sought to 
use Mr, Sheets' research into the 
records of the SWA to prove his 
all< gatkrns against the agency. 

However, David Sims, the 
p'torney for the SWA, raised 
objections to most of areas of 


Only routine matters were on 
the agenda of the County Com¬ 
mission at its meeting on Tuesday 
of last week. 

Approval was given for the 
polling places for the Primary 
FJection in May and the poll 
workers. County Clerk Pat Dun- 
brack said there are two changes in 
polling places. Bartow Precinct 
polling place will be at Ryders 
Restaurant in Boyer and East 
Marlinton will vote in tjje 
conference room at the court house. 

Ms. Dunbrack also informed 
Ihc Commission that the growth in 
property values in the county has 
changed it from a Class 9 to a Class 
7 county, which will mean required 
increases in the salaries of the 
elected officials. Commissioners 
will go from $18,500 to $21,000; 
prosecuting attorney from $38,000 
to $43,000; county and circuit 
clerks from $36,000 to $37,000; 
and assessor and sheriff from 
$31,750 to $32,250. 

A letter was received from 
Tracy Samples informing the Com¬ 
mission that she will be resigning 
as county 4-H agent for the county 
as of March 31. Commissioners 
expressed their appreciation for the 
fine work she has dote for the 
county and their regret that she is 
resigning. 


testimony from Mr Sheets as not 
being relevant and the objections 
were sustained by Judge Rowe. 
Only in the area of whether the 
proper amount of recycling was 
being done did the judge allow 
much testim *iy. 

Judge Rowe repeatedly told 
Mr. Heincmann lo"movc on” with 
his presentation. As he did at the 
January hearing, the judge 
reminded Mr. Hcinemann that he 
did not need to be informed about 
'he state solid waste law, since he 
had helped lo write il when he was 
a member of the legislature. 

Judge Rowe did agree that Mr. 
Heincmann might have a valid 
complaint on the seeming lack of 
anyone willing lo be responsible for 
die people they appoint to a solid 


Several items involved the tan¬ 
nery site at Frank. 

Commissioner John Simmons 
recommended that a 1978 Dodge 
pickup that bad been used there be 
sold and this was approved. 

Mr, Simmons also recom¬ 
mended that a number of other 
items on the site be considered as 
surplus and advertised for sale. 
Included are two turbines, a sludge 
filler press, an air flotation unit at 
the waste treatment plant, and four 
stainless steel evaporators. He said 
he would get with Don Baiicy, the 
engineer for the site clcan-up. lo 
review these items and prepare a list 
to advertise for sale. The money 
raised from this sale will be used as 
part of the local match for the 
Appalachian Regional Commission 
giant that will be used to complete 
the environmental clean up at the 
tannery. 

Approval was also given to 
seek bids from those interested in 
making the bay on both the tannery 
site and the county-owned la..J at 
Green Bank. 

Mr. Simmons reported that 
I.ynn Grimes had expressed interest 
in the sawdust pile at the tannery. 
Mr. Grimes can use it at his facility 
at Dailey and will remove the dust 
and clean the site. 'Ihc Commission 
voted to let him have this material. 


waste authority. However, he 
suggested that if Mr. Heincmann 
docs not like the taw, then he 
should go to the Legislature and 
seek changes. 

Mr. Simms, in making his 
successful motion for dismissal of 
the suit, untied that the court is not 
the "place to address the fact Mr. 
Heincmann and Mr. Sheets do not 
like tte way the Authority is run." 

Judge Rowe ruled that Mr. 
Hcinemann had failed to sub¬ 
stantiate the allegations in this suit 
and dismissed il against tte SWA. 

Prosecuting Attorney Watt 
Wciford noted that the County 
Commission, although named as a 
defendant, had never been served 


Jody Bolyard was added to tte 
Local Emergency Planning Com¬ 
mittee. He will represent the 
Observatory and the Green Bank 
area. 

Approval was given to offer a 
dentai/vislon health plan to the 
county employees who are 
interested. There will be no cost to 
the county. The plan is provided 
by the W. Va. Association of 
Counties. 

The terms for the members of 
the Pocahontas County Public 
Service District were set as follows: 
Kcrmii Ericl, six years, William 
Kisncr, four years, and William 
Rcxrodc. two years. 

Approval was given for the 
renewal of the COPS MORE ‘98 
grant for one year. This grant funds 
a civilan employee position for the 
Sheriffs Department law enforce¬ 
ment division. 

Karen McNeel reported to the 
Commission that the county is 
eligible for FEM A public assistance 
funds for the damage by recent 
heavy rains. 

She also said she is waiting for 
additional Hood mitigation funding 
to be released from ITMA for tire 
purchase of seven more properties 
at liast Cass. 


and asked for the suit lo also he 
dismissed against il. 


Commission approves two new voting 
places for Bartow and East Marlinton 
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JACOB BEARD LISTENS intently to bin defeat* ■ttorney, 
Miles Morgan, at Friday’* bearing. 


Rainbow Murder trial scheduled 


for next month, no location set 


Although the Rainbow Munlcr 
lt iaJ is scheduled for next month, 
no location has yet been chosen for 
the proceedings which coukl Iasi for 

weeks. 

Senior Status Judge Charles 
T x)bhan said Friday that courtrooms 
in Nicholas, Braxton and Fayette 
counties arc open the week of May 
16, when the trial is scheduled. 

Prosecuting Attorney Wall 
Wei lord will seek a second convic¬ 
tion against Jacob Wilson Beard, 
who was first convicted of the 20- 
ycar-o)d bomtekdes in 1093, 

Lobban overturned that convic¬ 
tion in 1999 after a serial killer 
confessed to the crimes and Beard's 
former co-defendant, Arnold Cutlip* 
signed an affidavit swearing that he 
was with State’s eyewitness John¬ 
nie Washington Lewis on the day 
the murders occurred and they did 
not see Beard 

Beard has maintained his In¬ 
nocence in the June, 1980, slayings 
of Nancy Saniomcro, 19, of Hunt¬ 
ington Long Island, New York, and 
Vickie Durian, 26, of Wellman, 
Iowa, 

The women were traveling to 
an annual Rainbow Family Gather¬ 
ing. held that year on the Mouon- 
gaheia National Forest, when their 
bodies were found shot to death at 
dose range on remote Briery Knob 
in southern Pocahontas County, 

While I obhan did not mention 
Kanawha County as a possibility 
for a trial location, defense attor¬ 
neys did not let go of that hone, 
citing their survey which demon¬ 
strated that only 46% of those 
polled were aware of the Beard case. 

“We know numbers in Kana¬ 
wha County are quite low," Ste¬ 


phen f armer. Beard's lead counsel, 
said. 

His firm. Farmer, Kline and 
Arnold, Is based in Charleston, 
l .obtain said he will notify at¬ 
torneys with the location of the tri¬ 
al once it is determined by the West 
Virginia Supreme Court of Ap¬ 
peals, 

I'hat location is key to Wet- 
lord, who will file a writ of habeas 
corpus to bring convicted serial 
killer Joseph Paul Franklin to the 
trial in testify. 

Wdford must know the venue 
before he can file the writ and time 
is a factor, with the trial date only 
six weeks away, 

i4 We need him for new evi- 
deuce," Weifmd said. 

The prosecutor has said that he 
is actually trying two cases at 
once—proving Dcard murdered San- 
tomcro aid Durian, while proving 
Franklin did not. 
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"Make an effort to gel him 
bens; if you can’t, gc» a deposition," 
Fobban instructed Weiford. “We’re 
running oul of lime." 

Franklin was deposed in Octo¬ 
ber, 1997. Since lhai time, Weiford 
said, ibe imprisoned man has denied 
involvement in the murders. 

Franklin may refuse to travel to 
West Virginia for the Beard case. 
Also, the State of Missouri may 
impede his trip to the Mountain 
Slate since be is awaiting death by 
lethal injection in that state on 
murder charges. 

The Kastigar issue once again 
reared its head; this time the defense 
used it as a maneuver to remove 
former West Virginia State Police 
Sergeant Robert Alkirc from the 
case. 

“Our point is simple,” Farmer 
said. “Sergeant Alkire is tainted be¬ 
cause he interviewed Mr. Beard It’s 
the responsibility of the Slate to 
keep him away from the investiga¬ 
tion, Tnat taints the investigation, 
the entirely of the case." 

WcrfonJ argued on behalf of his 
leud investigator. 

“Justice (Margaret) Workman 
says that might be a procedural 
safeguard. She recognizes dial in 
small counties that’s a luxury," 
Weiford said. 

“I’m not going to rule that all 
of this is tainted," Fobban said. 
"Information from some other 
source is not barred " 

under Ihc Kastigar rule, inves¬ 
tigators cannot use information a 
defendant provided lo them against 
him if be has been granted immuni¬ 
ty. Further, investigators cannot at¬ 
tempt to impugn a defendant’s alibi 
if it was given under an immunity 
agreement. And investigators, once 
aware of the inimunily agreement, 
should not be involved in (he case, 
according to Workman’s opinion, 
although she did concede dial in 
small, rural counties with a part- 


time prosecuting attorney to trans¬ 
fer investigatory or prosecutorial 
duties was a "luxury. 

Beard was granted immunity in 
1982 by former Pocahontas County 
Prosecutor J. Steven Hunter, now a 
candidate for House of Delegates 
from Greenbrier County. 

Alkirc has investigated the 
murders since the night they oc¬ 
culted. 

Both Wdford and Alkire have 
testified that they were unaware of 
Beard’s immunity agreement until 
after his 1993 indictment. 

Fobban wandered from the pur¬ 
pose of the hearing momcniarily to 
inquire of the prosecutor how he 
proposed to introduce some evi¬ 
dence which might he hearsay, par¬ 
ticularly that of Gerald Eugene 
Brown, son of Beard’s former co- 
ikTcndatt. Gerald 1 £e Brown. 

While the younger Brown pur¬ 
portedly has some information told 
to him by his late father, he will 
testify to bis own recollections of 
(he day, Weiford told the court. 

Farmer called the use of Gerald 
Eugene "Jerry 1 ’ Brown, who was 
seven-ycan-old at the lime of the 
murders, an “outrage." 

‘They just figure oul what they 
need and go get it," Farmer said. 

Alkirc did not interview Jerry 
Brown, Weiford said. 

Lobban noted that Jerry 
Brown's statement says be saw the 
girls in bis father’s yard, hut does 
not mention Beard. 

The elder Brown died in Febru¬ 
ary, 1993, shortly after he was in¬ 
dicted for the murders, along with 
six others, including Beard. Charges 
against Gerald Lee Brown were 
dropped posthumously. 

Further pre-trial matters will be 
addressed on April 28 in Greenbrier 
County. 

The 53-year-old Beard remains 
free on bond. 


Spaghetti Dinner 
Sat.,-April 15 
5:30 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
Hillsboro Cafeteria 

Adults • F Under 12 yrs. * S3 
Under 3 yrs. - free 
Take oul orders available 
also - delivery within 
3 miles of school. 

Call after 3 p.m. 653-4221 
Sponsored by 
Oak Grove Church 


MB 

ROADHOUSE 

Dow booking 
reunions, receptions 
St meetings at the 
old Moose Lodge 
above the Rustic Inn 

Call 799-2345 for 
Information 


"" 

SHOOTING 

M4TCH 

Saturday, April 8 
7:00 p.m. 

Droop Mountain 
Woodrow Kershner 
Building 

Shotguns only 
Great Prizes 

Proceeds and concessions for 
Enon Baptist youth mission 
work trip. 



CRAFT, YARD 
& RAKE SALE 

Saturday, April 8 
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Dunmore 

Community Center 
20+ vendors 
Door prize every 
nour. 

Sponsored by : Dunmore 
Methodist Church 
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Marlinton business owners get information on B&O tax at town council meeting 


by Terrell McSweeny 
Of (be 235 municipalities in 
West Virginia, 155 have a Business 
and Occupation lax, according to 
Lisa Thornburg, (be Deputy Dirtc- 
lor of the West Virginia Auditor’s 
office, 

'fbornhiirg explained the nuts 
and bolls of the B&O tax at a spe 
cial Marlinton Town Council meet¬ 
ing Tuesday, March 28, 

**Tlie good point of the B&u 

on the municipality's side is that a 
majority of municipalities rely on 
Business and Occupation lax as 
their main source of revenue be¬ 
cause ibeir take from property lax is 
very low—they only get around 
12% of the property tax that people 
pay with about 68% going to the 
Board of Klucation and the rest of it 
going to the county commission/' 
Thornburg told council members 
and a group of around 25 Marbnmn 
business owners. 

Marlinton'ft projected revenue 
from properly taxes is $107,867, 
according to the town's 2000-2001 
budget, That income combined with 
other smaller revenue sources 
doesn't amount to enough to offer 
the town s 13 employees benefit 

B ckages and pay raises— incentives 
ar I inton Mayor Doug Dunbrack 
believes me (own needs. 

"We are losing employees to 
Snowsbor and Deiunar prison be¬ 
cause ihcy offer beticr benefits than 
we can, We've got Ic do something 
to stay competitive with them so 
that we t an keep our employees/' 
Dunbrack said. 

The town council estimates 
that they need another $100,000 a 
year in revenue to cover insurance 
and raises for employees. They also 
believe that the (own will see addi¬ 
tional revenue from the BAG tax 
once construction of the town's 
flood control project gels under way 
in around two years. BAG revenue 
generated fro the flood project con¬ 
struction could be used to off-set 
the $100,000 annual maintenance 
cost of the levee system. 

Many of the Marlinton busi¬ 
ness owners who attend the meeting 
Tuesday remained skeptical about 
the tax, though sympathetic to the 
town's personnel problems. 

H AU of us are inthc same boat. 
My employees arc always looking 
for other jobs widi a higher salary 
and more benefits/ 1 said Dr. John 
Sharp 

River Place Restaurant owner 
Melanie Shafer poinled out that 
(own should be careful of the costs 
of offering benefit packages to em¬ 
ployees 

"I was offering my staff in¬ 
surance. but then the insurance 
companies raised the premiums. It's 
cheaper for me to pay them a little 
more so they can get iheir own 
plans than it is to deal with in* 
surancc companies." she said. 

though B&O taxes help towns 
generate additional revenue, Thorn¬ 
burg said that they can binder eco¬ 
nomic development. 

“We get calls from different 
companies that are looking to start 
a new business in Wesl Virginia 
and they want to know about the 
boundaries of municipalities. A kit 
of times they want to be close to 


the municipal boundaries, but they 
want to Locale outside so that they 
don't have to pay the BAO tax/' 
she said 

"On the had side, it's based on 
gross sales. So whether you make 
any money or not you have to pay 
based on your gross before any de¬ 
ductions. So It can be difficult for 
the businesses/’ Thornburg said 

Most of the business owners 
agreed 

“None of us arc making a big 
profit here. You need to look ai ihai 
before taxing us on gross sales/' 
Pocahontas Pharmacy owner Jim 
Burks told council members, 

Other business owners at ihc 
meeting worried that the town 
council's proposed $1 million per 
quarter maximum cap was unfair for 
smaller businesses, especially since 
three of Mar Union's largest busi¬ 
nesses, City National Bank, first 
Citizens Bank and Bums Motor 
freight, are virtually exempt from 
the lax 

A recent Beckley court case es¬ 
tablished a precedent lhat banks 
headquartered in other locations 
only have to pay municipal B&O 
taxes on locally col led cd service 
charges. Carrying companies are 
exempt from B&O taxes under state 


Notices 


law. 

“This isn't a fair and equal tax 
because businesses grossing less 
than a million dollars a quarter will 
be taxed on one hundred percent of 
their gross/' Shafer said. 

Thornburg noted Ihal none of 
the 155 municipalities in the state 
that have a B&O have any cap. 

“Other cities don't have a max¬ 
imum because (hey are trying to 
generate as much revenue as possi¬ 
ble/' she said 

Chuck Workman, owner of 
Appalachian Sport suggested that 
the council do away with the cap, 

"If you arc gong lo have a 
BAG lax T you should start it at a 
low rate ,iod see what kind of reve¬ 
nue you get instead of making 


small businesses pay more than (he 
big businesses/’ he said. 

Business owners were also con¬ 
cerned about increases in utility 
bills that will result from ihc tax. 
Utility companies typically pass on 
B&O taxes to their municipal cus 
comer*, according lo Thornburg. 

Under the town council’s exist 
ing proposal that will mean that 
Marlinton residents and business 
owners could sec a $4 net $100 in¬ 
crease on dec irk: bills, a $1 per 
$100 increase on natural gas bills 
and a $2 per $100 increase Tor other 
utilities. 

Joe Ijtskcy, who owns a coin 
laundry in Marlinton, said that pay 
ing the B&O tax twice will be hard 
on his bottom line 


Youth center to open Friday 


Adult Supervisors Needed 
The Greenbrier Valley Job 
Service is currently recruiting for 
crew supervisors for the 2000 Gov¬ 
ernor's Summer Youth Program 
(GSYP) in Greenbrier, Monroe and 
Pocahontas Counties. 

Qualifications for this year's 
program are a four-year college 
degree of which you must provide 
verification. The work period will 
run from June 29 lo July 28, with a 
rate ot pay of $12 an hotr. 

All interested persons may 
obtain an application from the 
Greenbrier Valley Job Service at the 
Brier Inn Complex in Lewisburg, 
You may call 647-7415 lor more 
information. 

Spring Clean-Up 
Douthards Creek Road 
Spring Clean-Up on Douihaitis 
Creek Roil will be Saturday, April 
22. Everyone is to meet at Mary 
Sue While's residence Gloves, 
vests and bags furnished. Refresh¬ 
ments will follow dean-up. Easier 
egg bunt tor chiJ hen. 

GVEDC 

The Board of Directors of 

Greenbrier Valley Economic l^eveL 
opmerii Corporation will meet Wed 1 
nesday, April 12, at 3 p.m , at the 
City National Bank in Marlinton 


by if Anna Alderman 
A youth center and game room 
will open this Friday, April 7. on 
the comer of Third Avenue and 
Main Street in Marlinton, with 
special live music by Omega 7. 
Trifold Youth Ministries, a 
nonprofit organization consisting of 
pastors and concerned members of 
local churches, will be operating 
the youth center, which will include 
pool tables, arcade games, snack 
machines, and a performance space 
for live music. The youth center 
will he open Fridays and Saturdays 
from 4 to 9:30 p. m. and will have 
live entertainment from local young 
talent or other fun activities while 
it is open, TYM is committed to 
making this a safe place for teens. 
At least four adult volunteers will 
be chaperoning the building at ail 
times and visitors will be expected 
to abide by all posted rules. 

f ast December, a group of 
concerned people from several 
denominations met together to 
discuss dictr concerns for the teens 
in Pocahontas and look for ways 
that they could unite to reach out 
They noted the lack of healthy 
entertainment and safe places for 
teens to bang out, and (he rise in 
teen-age crime ami drug abuse. The 
group had no resources and no 
building, but Uiey did have a vision 
for creating a safe place for teens. 
They decided to form a nonprofit 
organization called Trifold Youth 
Ministries; Infold stands for the 
three groups this effort will serve: 
youth, families, and community. 
The mission of TYM is lo be a 
youth outreach ministry in 
Pocahontas County and will 
enhance the quality of life- for 
youth, l amities and the community. 
They seek to provide a safe haven I 
in the 4 form or a community youth 


'Sixty percent of my business 

going to have to pay B&O tax on 
my gross and 3fi utilities. I'm go¬ 
ing to go broke/ 1 be said. 

Town council member I oreila 
Malcolm said lhat most business 
owners shouldn't osc much of an 
increase in bills. 

“If $20 a month is going to put 
you out of business, then you arc 
mil of business anyway," she said, 
Thornburg reminded council 
members that there arc alternatives 
to a B&O tax. 

‘You might want to look at 
other sources of revenue like an ex¬ 
cess levy on properly taxes to make 
sure you arc getting die maximum 
of Ihc revenue they are already tak* 


ing in, she said 

Council member Jim Gibb 
countered that the council consid¬ 
ered those alternatives 

"We've looked at a municipal 
service fee and some other alterna¬ 
tives, hut there agin you are look¬ 
ing at a high tax for some people/' 
he said 

Ihc March 28 meeting appears 
io have change d the council’s opin¬ 
ion on some parts of their B&O 
proposal, according to Dunbrack. 

“It looks like the town council 
is going lo do away with the cap 
and cut the power company rate by 
half lo two dollars and change the 
rental royalties from fifty cents to 
one dollar/' Dunbrack said Tuesday. 


Homeowners with money worries 
may qualify for low-interest loans. 


LOANS: Direct lender loosens Its re¬ 
quirement* for homeowners ft ho need 
money now. 

Have you been turned down for a loan ! 
Dti you need more than $10,000 fur any 
reason? Are you paying more than JOT 
interest on any tuner loans or credit 
cards? 

tf you arc a homeowner and an¬ 
swered M yes" to any 01 these questions 
ihcy cart tell you over (he phone and kwA- 
out ohiiemum if ymt qualify 


feet credit 5 Sett employed? Late house 
payments? Financial problems? Medical 
hills? IKS liens? ft doesn If matter* 

If you arc a homeowner with sufficient 
equity* there’s an excellent chance you 
will qualify for a loan'd*witty wirtin 24 
hours. 

You can find out over t!ic phone and 
J r ee of e h arge- i f you qu fll i i y. Sti me Cast Ic 
Home Loans is licenced by the West Vir¬ 
ginia ! )ivision of Banking, Open 7 days 


centcr(s) which will encourage 
constructive rccreati in and healthy 
mentoring relationships 

In four months, this youth 
center has gone fr<*m a hurt n in a 
few people's beaus to an active 
organization where members of 
ilmost a dozen churches, ministries 
;ind community groups have found 
common ground to stand on and 
have rallied togctlier in support of 
chit youth. Lor this youth center 
to be successful, it will lake the 
whole community’s support from 
prayers to volunteers to financial 
support lo help pay rent and 
telephone bills. IYM asks 
community groups and churches to 
make a positive impact on teens 
lives by volunteering to staff the 
cenler one Friday or Saturday night 
every 1.5-2 months TYM would 
also like lo make the building 
available to other groups and 
organizations who wish to conduct 
positive after-school and evening 
activities for youth during the 
week. 

Trifold Youth Ministries invites 
youth, teens and families to drop 
by the Youth Center this Friday and 
Saturday from 4 to 9:30 p. m. 
Play a game of pool, listen to free 
live music, and chat with a 
volunteer about the mission of the 
Youth Center and ways that you or 
your family can become involved in 
making Pocahontas County a more 
positive place for youth. For more 
information please call Amy 
ijeitTingerat 7W-724R. 


Durbin Days 
July 16 - 23 



Galford’s Painting 

Seamless Gutter 

Interior Exterior Painting 
Prawn to white .GJ- gutter 
17 years experience in 
Pocahontas <6 Greenbrier Counties 
References 
call for free estimate 

Call 653-4525 or 799-0828 



Cfrlleghanyr 

JVioto 


Jeff Vance 

304*836*4121 

ftMldtna— 


lotors 

■ 99 clearance on all ! 

^ GMs and Subarus J 
Ask about our $500 price guarantee 

Toll Free 1-800-842-6185 

820 S. Lexington Ave. Covington, VA 


Market 


At lidray Kwik Sr op 

Sunday, April 9 

Ihc rain will miss us ... sooner or Inter 

Stop by and check us out! 

I located at the corner of US 219 
8c Fish Hatchery Road 
For more information contact: 

Sam MtKenncy 
799-7265 or 
Oarlos Schoolcraft 
799-4684 

Setups Welcome No Food Concessions 
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the West Virginia Ntp'e Kail Au¬ 
thority had expired in 199ft and no 
lease has been signed since. Si r n- 


never consider stopping home de¬ 
livered meals in Durbin,’' she went 
on to say. 
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Marl in ton Council 
has busy agenda 
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Marlinton Town Council met 
Tuesday night with tJI members 
present 

Cun Murdock and Karen Miller, 
of die Corps of .engineers, reported 
on the progress of the flood 
prevention project. They have met 
with landowners and one ROB is 
complete. Flan for borrow areas: 
one source is the area of the 
diversion. The model will be ready 
in May, The Railroad Authority 
did not give a formal answer, as 
reported, hut will send a written 
reply, which will probably be “no,” 
to bridge modification plans. 
School meetings were held this day. 
i bey will meet with property 
owners in early summer. Scoping 
meeting is April II, with 
workshops, booths, exhibits and 
questions in afternoon and meeting 
at 7, to lake comments. Next day 
exhibits will be shown to Seniors 
Mr. Murdock said the project is 
now $55,000,000. 

Citizens' Input— David Cain 
questioned when and why the 
decision was made not to contract 
garbage. Kecuxki KcUison said the 
Council thought business rates 
might be raised and if they ilidn't 
stay in business and wanted to later, 
they wouH have to start over, 
concensus of members was 
in the business. 

A line of credit has been 
established at City National Bank 
for interim financing of water 
extension project. A resolution 
was approved for payment of 
$15,000 to 1). Hannah, $1582.50 
for attorney work, and Region IV 
$5219.54. 

Mayor Dunhritck reported. 

The Scoping Meeting April 1.1. 
Cemetery sign in place after 18 
months. Preliminary papers filed 
in Chris Gibson law suit 
complaint. Asked Council to meet 
Tuesday, April 18, 1o lay levy, 
three members necessary. Cain 
quit claim deed turned over to city 
attorney. Tentative date for 
meeting with representatives of 
Slate Housing Fluid to find avenues 
of funding looking for town 
housing for persons who may be 
displaced by flood protection plan 
wound April 20. 

Ordinance for grease traps in 
food preparation business areas has 
been required and bill was approved 
on first reading. Businesses have 
been notified. 

A real estate sign ordinance had 
been prepared, providing that no 
more than one 18"x24" sip will be 
put on a property that is for sale, 
rent, or lease; signs shall be parallel 
to street ami only on such property; 
one 4'x8* on tracts of land larger 
that one acre, with $10 permit plus 
$ I per square foot of sign area; no 
signs on public property. Current 
signs to be brought in compliance 
within 30 days after adoption. 
Council V0*Jd to think about it. 

The problem of deer in town 
was brought up. One property 
owner has permit but needs 
permission to shoot in town No 
action was taken. 

Council voted to ofTcr for sale 
the third police car, an *87 Dodge. 

Robin Mutxcbefier reported the 
Marlinton Business Association has 
cai.unittcd to the Scenic By Way 
designation for Rt. 39 from the 
State line to Mill Pntnt She does 
not have web page program yet 

The Mayor reported the DEP 
still wants storm drains taken out 
of sewer system and with the Corps 
of Engineers working on the flood 
project the time might be 
opportune; Council voted to 
prepare a bid for an engineer to plan 
such a project, payment to be 
contingent on funding. 

1 be summary of ouncii’s 
suggested rates for the writing of 
the proposed BkO tax ordinance 
after the meeting with business 
people it to have no cap on tax 
liability, and rates per $100 as 
follows: manufacirtring. retail and 
wbuletalc, 15c per $100, clcctrk.it> 
$2; construction $2; amusement 
50c sendee 1 5c rentals $i; smi.il 
loan and banking SI; generating 
Own i dertrfr - vv rVwtw-il 


voted to put these in an ordinance 
and to publish the ordinance with 
public meetings as requited. 

Keith Moore wanted to make it 
dear about the loan for interim 
financing, that thc # Town was not 
out of money. The Mayor 
explained that there were funds left 
over in the water extension project 
hut the money will not be available 
to pay bills until the project is 
complticd, hence the need fur the 
loan; it is just interim financing 
and the Town has no obligation 
once die project is completed. 

Linda McLaughlin asked the 
Mayor to clarify that the water 
extension projc .i never did include 
the Brush Country; the May*,* sa‘'J 
the extension to the Bru h Country 
would be an additional two to two 
and a half million dollar project 

Robin Mutscbcllcr thanked 
volunteers lor the clean up of lire 
Greenbrier Trail; eight tons of 
garbage were picked up; DEP has 
offered to help dean along 
Greenbrier Hill this fall. 

A question was asked about the 
proposed BAO high rate on 
rentals Council reported the 
maximum amount the state allowed 
wag set after the utility rate was 
lowered when it was found it was 
applied to local hills. 

Building Permits for Mai ill as 
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Town of Marlinton celebrates centennial of incorporation 
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The Town of Marlinton was 
incorporated April 4, 1900, by order 
entered by the Circuit Coart of 
Canty 


To go back a little earlier to 
the settlement of the site of the 
town, we copy from Memoirs of 
Indian Wars, and other Occurrences., 
by Colonel Stuart, of Greenbrier, as 
presented to the Virginia Historical 
and Philosophical Society by Chas. 
A. Stuart, of Augusta. Son of the 
Narrator, as reprinted by McClain 
Printing Company. 

“About the year 1749, a person 
who was a citizen of the county of 
Reddick, (Note: Nap Gregory), and 
subject of paroxysms of lunacy, 
when influenced by such fits, 
usually made excursions into the 
wilderness, and in his rambles 
westwardly. fell in on the waters of 
Greenbrier river. At that time, the 
country on the western waters were 
but little known to the English 
inhabitants of the ten colonies of 
America, being claimed by the 
French, who had commenced 
settlements on the Ohio and its 
waters, west of the Alleghany 
mountains. The lunatic being 
surprised to find waters running a 
different course from any he had 
before known, returned with the 
intelligence of his discovery, which 
did abound with game. This soon 
excited the enterprise of others. 
Two men from New England, of 
the name of Jacob Marlin and 
Stephen Sewell, took up a residence 
upon Greenbrier river; but soon 
disagreeing in sentiment a quarrel 
occasioned their separation, and 
Sewell, for the sake of peace, quit 
their cabin and made his abode in a 
large hollow tree. In this situation 
they were found by the late General 
Andrew Lewis, in the year 1751. 
Mr. Lewis was appointed agent for 
a company of grantees, who 
obtained from the Governor and 
Council of Virginia an order for one 
hundred thousand acres of land lying 
on the waters of Greenbrier 
river,—and did, this year, proceed to 
make surveys to complete the 
quantity of said granted lands; and 
finding Marlin and Sewell living in 
the neighborhood of each other, 
inquired what could induce them to 
live separate In a wilderness so 
distant from the habitations of any 
other human beings. They 
informed him that difference of 
opinion had occasioned their 
separation, and that they had since 
enjoyed more tranquility and a 
better understanding; for Sewell 
said, that each morning when they 
arose and Marlin came out of the 


great house and he from his hollow 
tree, they saluted each other, 
saying—good morning, Mr. 
Marlin, and good morning, Mr. 
Sewell, so that a good 
understanding then existed between 
them; but It did not last long, for 
Sewell removed about forty miles 
further west, to a creek that still 
bears his name. There the Indians 
found him and killed him.” (Note: 
Sewell first moved to Sewell’s 
Cave, near Marvin Chapel, at the 
bead of Stephen Hole Run.) 

“Previous to the year 1755, Mr. 
Lewis had completed for the 
grantees, under the order of council, 
upwards of fifty thousand 
acres;—and (be war then 
commencing between England and 
France, nothing further was done in 
the business until the year 1761, 
when his majesty issued his 
proclamation commanding all his 
subjects within the bounds of the 
colony of Virginia, who were 
living, or who had made 
settlements on the western waters, 
to remove from them, as the lands 
were claimed by the Indians, and 
good policy required that a 
peaceable understanding should he 
preserved with them, to prevent 
hostilities on their part. The order 
of council was never afterwards 
ca tied into effect, or his majesty’s 
ctnsenl obtained to confirm iL 

“.commissioners were 

appointed, in 1777, to grant 
certificates to each individual who 
had made settlements on the 
western waters, in the slate of 
Virginia, previous to the year 1768 
and since, with preference according 
to the time of improvements, 
which certificates gave the holder a 
right to four hundred acres for his 
settlement claim, and the pre¬ 
emption of one thousand more, if 
so much were found clear of prior 
claims, and the holder chose to 
accept iL The folowing ye», 1778, 
Greenbrier was separated from 
Botetourt county,—and the county 
took its name from the river, which 
was so named by old Colonel John 
l^ewis, father to the late General, 
and one of the grantees under the 
order of council, who, in company 
with his son Andrew, exploring the 
country in 1751, entangled himself 
in a bunch of green briers on the 
river, and declared he would ever 
after call the river (ireenbrier river," 
There tolktws an account of all 
Indian activities including Point 
Pleasant until "The last person 
killed was Thomas Griffith,—his 
son was taken, but going down the 
Kcnawha, they were pursued, one of 



HERE’S A VIEW of Marlinton lakan before 191#. The 
postcard was from Harriet Ryder to Miss Rhoda Miner in 
Monterey, Virginia and was brought to The Pocahontas 
Times rfflce by Lynn Townsend. The postcard has a penny 
stamp and Is marked D cember 31, 5:30 p.m. 

the Indians was killed, and the hoy 

was relieved, which ended our wars gfif l’«aaa II sts hit ah II 
in (ireenbrier with the Indians, In Ij Villi 111 t III II 

SLT 1780 ,signcd ’ ,ohn II Funeral llume 

Ivan VanReenen, Owner 
James Smith, Manager 
Marlinton, WV 24954 

Office—799-455J 
Home—799-4074 


March 1904-500 ft. of 
spruce was shipped from 
Cass to the Wiight 
Brothers Cycling 
company to be used in 
dirt-rafts, 



John W. Eilers, D.O, 

Board Certified 

Family Practice 


Rig Spring Clinic 
572-4410 

Mon & Fri. 8:30 - 5:00 
Tuesday 1:30-5:00 
Wednesday 8:30 -1:00 


Green Bunk Clinic 
456-4714 

Tuesday 8:30- 12:00 
Thursday 8:30 - 5:00 
Please mil for an appointment. 


■^^^ui^^oriano^D^^A^P 

Family Practice & Internal Medicine 
Board Certified F.P. 

Lois McElwee Memorial Clinic 
RR 2 Box 54G, Buckeye WV 24924 
Next to Pocahontas Memorial Hospital 
-Office Hours- 

Monday Through Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.tn. 
FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, PLEASE CALL 
^ 799-6695 OR 799-6696 FOR AN APPOINTMENT 


J* 
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Environmental Analysis Branch, of 
the Huntington Corps of Engineers, 
introduced a bus load of personnel 
from Huntington, and explained 
that presenting the proposed action 
to the public, describing the 
Environmental Impact Statement 
process, and idenlifying project 
alternatives are required before the 
Corps can proceed. 

Public comment period will end 
May 26. People could make an 
oral statement that night, recorded 
by a court stenographer, file a 
written comment, or fill out a 
comment sheet, stating concents or 
information you would like the 
study team to consider in preparing 
their report. These comment forms 
can be sent to Nicholas Krupa, 
Corps of Engineers, 502 Eighth 
Street, Huntington. WV 25701, by 
May 26. 

The Corps will prepare their 
draft by fall, make public review, 
take comments at a public meeting, 
report record of decision, and allow 
90 days following before work 
starts 

Curt Murdock, Project 
Manager, says final decisions will 
probably be made by September. 
2001 , 

Maps and models of the 
proposed alternatives were on 
display and were explained and 
questions answered. 

The four alternatives are: 

Alternative 1: Combination of 
Flood wall and Levees along the 
Greenbrier and Knapp (’reek. The 
Marlinton levee will begin at high 
ground 200 feei nortn of the end of 
First Avenue and run 6.000 feet 
along the Greenbrier to Knapp 
Creek, and then 2,900 feet up 
Knapp Creek to the vicinity of the 
water plant. Prom this point a 
1,000-fool long floodwall would 
continue the protection along 
Knapp Creek. A 600-foot levee 
would run from the end of the 
floodwall to high ground in the 
vicinity of Wilson's field. ... the 
5,000-foot long Riverside levee 
would begin at high ground in the 
vicinity of Campbelllown, and run 
along Stony Creek to the 
Greenbrier River. It would run 
along the Greenbrier to high ground 
in the Vicinity of Bums Motor 
Freight. The Riverside levee is 
required because the Marlinlon 
protection would increase flood 
heights in that area. 

Alternative 2: FhxxJwal 1/1 ,cvcc 
along the Greenbrier and a Knapp 
Creek Diversion. Thd Marlinton 
levee would be ibe same as in 
Alternative 1 dong the Greenbrier 
to Knapp Creek, ft would then 
cross Knapp Creek and run 800 feet 
to high ground. Three gated 
culverts would run through this 
structure. A pump station would 
be mounted on the levee in close 
proximity. When the level of the 
Greenbrier River reaches a set 
point, the gates would close and 
pumping of Knapp Creek to the 
Greenbrier would occur, A 2,200- 
fool long channel cut through 
Buckley Mountain would carry 
Knapp Creek flood flows away 
from Marlinton to the Greenbrier 
River at a point downstream of the 
town. This diversion channel 
would work in conjunction with an 
approximately 25-foot-high 
concrete diversion dam. This 
concrete structure would be 
approximately 800 feet in length. 

Alternative 3: Nonstruclural 
Alternative. The nonstmctural plan 
for both Marlinlon and the 
Riverside area involves the raising 
in place of 265 structures and the 
acquisition of 155 structures. 

Alternative 4: No Action 
Alternative. The No Action 
Alternative assesses the impacts 
associated without implementing 
any local protection (Without 
Project Impacts). Under this 


Employment 


for Opportunities 


alternative no structural or non* 
structural flood control measures 
will he implemented The impacts 
associated with not implementing 
the project will he evaluated as the 
No Action Alternative in accordance 
with NEPA. 

The Environ menial Impact 
Statement will include existing 
environmental conditions within 
the project area as dtey exist and 
differences that could occur as a 


result of implementing any of the 
alternatives, ways lo reduce or 
eliminate these impacts, and a 
mitigation plan for impacts which 
cannot be avoided 

The draft will be ready wilh a 
public hearing this fall ami final 
report next spring. 

There were no persons in the 
audience from out kJc the area and 
there were no formal statements 
made during the period allotted 


GVEDC’s Edray 
project on track 


The Greenbrier Valley Eco¬ 
nomic Development Authority 
made its annual visit to Pocahontas 
County last Wednesday 

The Edray Industrial l*ark pro¬ 
ject is on track, but slowed slightly 
due to the dealh of one of the prop¬ 
erty owners. 

According to Richard El lard. 
Special Projects Coordinator, ihe 
Stale has allocated to the GVEDC 
$300,000 to purchase the property 
and there will he no financial expo¬ 
sure to the GVEDC for five years. 

During Iliase One of the pro¬ 
ject water, sewage and access reads 
will be built and Ph.^-e Two will 
include building a 50.000 square 
foot structure to attract a secondary 
wood products manufacturer, El lard 
said. 

“We hope to attract a furniture 
factory,** he commented Thursday 
"To me, this is a great project and 
I’m getting a lot of pleasure out of 
this project." 

Also, the GVEDC’ will loan 
$30,000 to Gardner Shoe Company 
in Marlinton. The money will be 
paid back in five years at four per 
cent interest. 

Nevi said the shoe company 
would use the funds to leverage 
other money. Tbe loan is secured 
by equipment at the factory, be 
sskl. 

The GVEDC weighed its op¬ 
tions in supporting a potential Le- 
wisburg development that has at 
least one property owner opposing 
tbe plan. 

GVEDC Executive Director 
Dick Nevi will Rppi >aeh Larry Ick- 
es to sec what the developer needs 
from his organization. 

Ickes plans a Lowes store and 
strip mall on Rt. 219 north of Le- 
wishurg. 

The plan has drawn fire from 
Barbara Ford, who lives on Fair- 
view Road. That road borders the 
back of the property Icltes plans to 
develop. 


GVEDC member Bill Shiffcr 
said he wanted "non-confrontation- 
al. non-public influence" on the 
project, but reminded the board 
members lhat Ford's father. Lawson 
Hamilton, is a potential donor to 
the GVEDC’s Progress 2000 

“We’re going lo step on some 
toes," said GVEDC president G. 
Scott. 

“Wc have to give this thumbs 
up." Shiffcr said. "The fact remains 
we arc an economic development 
authority." 

Shifter explained thai tekes had 
offered a five-acre buffer zone be¬ 
tween the development and Fair- 
view Road to appease Ford, 
although ber reaction to that over¬ 
ture wasn't known 

Shiffer said be thought 
GVEDC members should contact 
lewishurg City Council individual¬ 
ly in support of a needed rcznning 
ordinance for Ihe project. 

“I’m all for growth," said 
Woody Hanna, GVEDC member 
and Greenbrier County Commis¬ 
sion president. "We’ve got p traffic 
problem. That rockpilc is noi an 
asset to Ihe city now." 

GVEDC treasurer Bill Sturgill, 
a Greenbrier Couniy representative 
on the board, said the drought of 
losing a potential contributor 
should not influence a GVEDC de¬ 
cision to support development. 

And Monroe Couniy member 
Aaron Judy agreed. 

“Wc have to pay attention to 
our name.” be said “We’re not 
Greenpeace. We’re an economic de¬ 
velopment authority." 

Judy's Monroe county compan¬ 
ion on the board, Duane Miller, 
mentioned that Ickes may want the 
GVEDC to help him find other 
property for his development. 

At the board’s behest, Nevi 
will approach Ickes to see wha' ac¬ 
tion the developer wants the 
GVEDC to take. 


County Commission holds regular meeting 


On Tuesday at its regular 
meeting the main business of the 
County Commission involved 
hearings concerning estates and 
little else was on the agenda. 

The Commission did give final 
approval for the budget for 2000-01 
and laid the tax levy for the year 
County Cleric Pat Dunhrack toW the 
Commission that the proposed 
budget was approved by the state 
Tax Department wilh only minor 
corrections. 

Commissioner John Simmons 
reported that the City of Charleston 
is seeking bids on a new or used 
filler press for its sewage treatment 
plant and he recommended that the 
county place a bid to sell the one at 
the sewage treatment plant at the 
tannery site. He recommended 
$15,000 as Ihe bid price. I he 
Commission gave its approval, 

Commission President Joel 
Callison reported on his attendance 
at a meeting ■ 4 the Advisory Board 
for ihe Greenbrier Birthing Center 
at Pcnirar, He said he was 
"impressed wilh the work they arc 
doing" at the center. The center 
provides services for expectant 
mothers in the federal prison 
system. It has seven employees at 
this tune, Mr. Callison said. 

Gail Uiwry, Executive Director 


of the Pocahontas County Tourism 
Commission, discussed a Heritage 
Tourism proposal being submitted 
for funding to the Preservation 
Alliance of West Virginia. The 
proposal L being made by the 
Canaan Valley Initiative and 
involves Tucker, Randolph and 
Pocahontas Counties. She said 
eight groups arc applying and one 
will be picked for a trial project. 
The Commission voted to send a 
letter of support for the gram 
request 

Support was also given to a 
grant proposal from the Forest 
Service for funds to make improve* 
menls at the Cranberry Mountain 
Visitor Center. Proposed are an 
ainphi'heatcr, nature trail recon* 
struct ion, videos, trail brochure, 
and handicapped accessible picnic 
tables. 

Ms. Lowry and Mr. Simmons 
reported on a meeting at Parkers¬ 
burg they attended concerning the 
Staunton-Parkcrsburj Turnpike. 
They said people in the western pan 
of the state are interested in 
extending the scenic highway status 
for Uie S-P corridor from Rich 
Mountain to Parkersburg. The mad 
ix a scenic highway/by way from 
Staunton, Virginia, to Rich 
Mountain in Randolph Couniy. 









- -% 


Your complimentary 
_ use period has ended. 

.Complete 



ir. 

>54 

) 


nor 


r 


res 


loved to Greenbrier County 


the murder of his live-in companion 
and business partner will be held in 
neighboring Greenbrier County, a 
Circuit Judge ruled Tuesday. 

Chief Judge Frank Jolliffe de¬ 
termined that Roger Paul Gelis 
could not get a fair trial in Poca¬ 
hontas County based on public 
sentiment. 

Gelis, 54, is accused of killing 
Melba Hickson Fitzgerald, 4t. 
Fitzgerald's nude, decapitated body 
was found in a hand-dug well in 
September 

Jolliffe came to his decision 
based on the testimony of individu¬ 
als who live throughout Use county, 
some of whom testified that a fair 
an impartial jury could not be im¬ 
paneled in Pocahontas County, and 
one of whom said be bad formed an 
opinion lie could not set aside. 

“I would he hard-pressed to do 
that,” said Kenneth Ervine, of Mar 
linton. Ervine did not reveal what 
bis opinion was. 

Gibbs Kinderman, of Mill 
Point, Alfred Ervine, of Green 
Bank, Lawrence Workman, of 
Hillsboro and Ervine all testified 
they believed public sentiment, 
while perhaps more intensely nega¬ 
tive toward Gelis in the northern 
part of Pocahontas County, was 
still adverse in other areas. 

"Some people don't have a real 


— B — -If him.’’ Kinderman 

said. “Only a small number o f peo¬ 
ple think he's innocent." 

On the other hand. Irene Burks, 
of Hillsboro, Wanda Hedrick, Reid 
Mitchell, and Phillip Cain, all of 
Marl 1 a ton, and Jaynell Tibbs, of 
Buckeye, all testified they believed 
knowledge of Gelis was minor 
enough in areas other than northern 
Pocahontas County that a jury 
could be seated to beir Gelis' case. 

"1 believe people in Pocahontas 
County arc honest, fair people," 
Cain said. 

"It was a newsworthy event and 
a big topic of conversation at the 
time,' Mitchell stated. “But not 
much since ” 

The defense’s private investiga¬ 
tor, Charles Camper, testified thet 
ICO people responded to a survey 
with 13 favorable opinions to Ge¬ 
lis, 78 unfavorable and nine stating 
no opinion 

According to Prosecuting At¬ 
torney Walt Weiford, Camper said 
he excluded certain areas of the 
county in the survey. 

Prosecution witness Kevin 
White, a Pocahontas County Sher¬ 
iff s Department CorrectionaJ Offic¬ 
er, testified that be recently over¬ 
heard Camper discussing the case in 
a local convenience store. 

While said Camper was at the 
counter telling the clerk about Fitz¬ 


gerald's autopsy report. 

"He said the autopsy report said 
'massive head wound’ and kind of 
laughed," White testified "He said, 
Tm trying to get an autopsy report 
out of these people."* 

Camper characterized Medical 
Examiner Jack Frost as “an idiot," 
the correctional officer said. 

White would not speculate on 
Camper's meaning in the state¬ 
ments. 

Defense attorney Eugene Sim¬ 
mons objected to White’s testimo¬ 
ny, but Jolliffe allowed it. 

Til allow it," Jolliffe said. "If 
the defendant has created unfavor¬ 
able sentiment, the defendant can't 
lake advantage of it." 

White said three other people 
were in the store at the time 

Jolliffe said it was a “close 
question" 

"The defense has fallen short of 
maintaining its burden," the judge 
said. “(But) I quite frankly wonder if 
wc can get a jury, especially after 
it's written up today. It will be all 
over everything again.” 

The judge noted that during the 
survey, the defense did not deter¬ 
mine whether or not it was speak¬ 
ing to potential jurors. “We may 
have had more damage done by ih.s 
scientific survey," Jolliffe noted. 

“The basic standards of have 
not been met (with the survey," the 


judge said, “there is no random de¬ 
termination. You eliminated a tele¬ 
phone exchange and segments of 
the community. 

“There were six questions 
but no individual record kept. 
This is not a scientific pool, this 
one doesn’t even come close." 

While Jolliffe berated the de¬ 
fense's methods, be praised Prose¬ 
cuting Attorney Wait Weiford for 
bis efforts in keeping the hearing a 
fair one. 

“I applautie the prosecutor for 
his efforts." Jolliffe said. "The State 
did what the Stale is supposed lo 
do. He brought in individuals from 
various parts of the county without 
seeking opinions. 

"The only thing is, he lives and 
dies with the evidence that was 
received." 

The judge said it was likely 
that an attempt to seat a jury in Po¬ 
cahontas County would fail, thus, 
tire county would have to bear the 
expense 

"While I have a great deal of 
confidence in the people of Poca¬ 
hontas County, once they have 
made up their mind, they have made 

t.s their mind," Jolliffe said. 

Gelis will face a Greenbrier 
County jury on July 18. 

He remains in the Southern 
Regional Jail without bond. 
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Trial set for May 16 

Lobban rejects State’s 
motion for continuance 


Senior Suius Judge Charles 
I .obtain denied a Stale's motion Tor 
a continuance Friday in the ongoing 
Rainbow Murder Case. Tbe second 
trial of Jacob Wilson Beard is still 
on schedule for May 16. 

Beard. 54. was convicted of the 
crimes in 1993; however. Lobban 
overturned the conviction in early 
1999 and granted Beard a new trial. 

Tbe former Hillsboro man has 
maintained bis innocence in the 
1930 murders of Nancy Saniomeno, 
19, of Huntington. Long Island, 
New York, and Vicki Durian. 26, 
of Wellman, Iowa, since his aricst. 

Prosecuting Attorney Wall 
Wciford told the court be needed the 
continuance in order to ensure bis 
out-of-state witnesses would be 
available. 

“The venue was not established 
until April 14," Weiford said, not¬ 
ing that his office had forwarded a 
number of nun-resident witness 
subpoenas to Lobban at his home, 
lie said he was informed by tbe 
clerk of Braxton County, where the 
new trial will take place, that they 
did not receive the subpoenas until 
April 24. 

“Several jurisdictions ha v e not 
received processes," Weiford said, 
“it's hard to logistically arrange tbe 
attendance of witnesses." 

Weiford said one witness in 
particular, Joseph Paul Franklin, 
the convicted serial killer who has 
periodically confessed and denied 
murdering Santomero and Durian, 
has been made a “critical part of 
this case by the defense." 

Beard was granted a new trial 
partly on the basis of Franklin's 
most recent confession, the first 
given under oath. 

Although Franklin has given a 
video-taped deposition, Weiford said 
that testimony is now nearly three- 
years-old and taken before the last 
investigation look place. 

“The State bears tbe burden ol 
proof. Your Honor," Weiford said. 
"The Slate asks the Court to allow 
it fair opportunity to present its 
case." 

“We strenuously object," said 
Beard's lead defense counsel, Ste¬ 
phen Farmer. “A delay would be 
prejudicial to tbe defendant in many 
ways. 

“We have worked tirelessly on 
our case We air ready to proceed." 

Farmer rebuffed ihc notion 
Wciford's witnesses might not be 
available. 

“If tbe Court refuses to move 
the trial date, 1 guarantee those wit¬ 
nesses will be here," the defense at¬ 
torney asserted. 

Further, Farmer said, Beard has 
informed his employer of the dales 
he will miss work and has vacated 
his residence in Florida, placing his 
possessions in storage. 

The defense attorney said he 
would call expert witness?! *,vfcc 
were already scheduled Tor May. 

“I appreciate the fact it would 
be inconvenient, but inconvenience 
is not prejudice," Weiford respond¬ 
ed. 

Weil trd also noted that I.obtain 
had asked for a change of venue 
motion last year and not gnilen it 
until January. “The Court invited a 
change of venue motion months 
ago and got it at his late dme," he 
said. 

I obtain asked that a change of 
venue motion be made last October. 
The defense presented the motion in 
January. 

The judge granted the motion, 
but did not determine a location lor 
the new trial until mid-April. 

Stephen Dolly, who was ap¬ 
pointed from the West Virginia 
Prosecuting Attorneys Institute to 
assist Weiford in the case, said the 
question was not one of blame. 

"It's all well and good tFarmer) 
can guarantee evidence will be 
here." 1 tolly said, “it comes down 
to a question of fairness. The State 
will be hamstrung if these critical 
witnesses cannot show up We’re 
asked to move forward on good 
faith assumptions." 

Although Lobban denied the 
motion for a continuance, he did 
leave Weiford an avenue for rc-in- 
Iroducir the motion. 


The judge said if two incarcer¬ 
ated witnesses are unable to appear 
or he deposed or if Wcifotd’s non¬ 
resident wimesses who have not 
previously testified cannot appear, 
he will entertain the motion again. 

"We need to try this case in 
May," Fanner .‘■lid after the hearing. 
“It's gone on long enough. I just 
hope the pr> *ecution docs what it's 
supposed to do to proceed." 

Lobban authorized the deposi¬ 
tion of one witness too ill in testify 
at trial. 

The judge closed the court 
room to tlr public and the press for 
two hours while hearing the testi¬ 
mony of two witnesses Weiford had 
planned to use at trial. 

Although Lobban did not rule 
publicly on tbe use of the witness¬ 
es, Weiford later said he would he 
allowed to use one of (hose wit¬ 
nesses. 

Lobban said the exclusion of 
the press was "necessary." 

Beard remains free on 5150,000 
hood. 

County Commis¬ 
sion hears r* ^iest 
for water so/Tice 

T om Sharp and Mike Hefner 
appeared before Ihe County Com¬ 
mission at its regular meeting on 
T uesday concerning a water system 
for Ihc Browns burg area. 

Mr. Sharp presented the Com¬ 
mission with a petition signed by 
137 people, representing 89 of the 
nearly 100 homes in the Browns- 
town area, requesting a public 
water system. He said a few 
people have good water in (he area 
but most have cither little water or 
plenty of water, but of bad quality, 
Mr. Sharp noted be has a good well 
hut has to replace a pump almost 
annually. 

Mr, Hefner said he has put $7 
to 8,000 in bis water system since 
1994 

They said they will be 
discussing the extension of Marlin- 
ton's water system to serve their 
area at the town council meeting 
Tuesday night. A project by the 
Pocahontas County Public Service 
District is also a way to provide the 
water. 

Commissioners expressed their 
support lor the project and offered 
to help in any way the county can. 

It was reported that the City of 
Charleston has agreed to purchase 
the plate and frame filter press on 
the sewage plant at the Hast Fork 
tannery site for $15,000. 

Bids were opened for a pick-up 
truck at the tannery and hay on the 
tannery land and the county owned 
land at Green Bank. 

The high hia for tjic track war. 
$651 from Carlen Shinabcny. 
Other bids were from Paul Lane, 
$225, James Whilte, $150, and 
George Sheets. $105. 

Only one bid for each site was 
received for tbe hay. Henry 
Grimes bid $176 for the Green 
Bank hay and Ron Warner bid 
$105 for tbe tannery hay. 

The high bid for the truck and 
the two bay bids were accepted. 

Approval was given for a 
contract with the West Virginia 
Development Office for a $15,000 
Community Partnership Grant, 
which will be used at part of the 
clean-up cost at the tannery. 

The required lest for the optical 
scan vote counting machine was 
conducted with no problems. 

The commissioners made a 
visit to the Marlimon Opera House 
to view the progress being made in 
the renovation of the structure. 

Orchids 

to the Presbyterian Church 
Women for sponsoring tbe blood- 
mobile on March 31 and all volun¬ 
teers who arc so faithful to help. 
There were 60 donors, six deferred 
and 54 units collected, including 
from three first-iimc donors 
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Little Levels Heritage Fair to celebrate timber 


An old photograph of the Pnca- 
bonus County Mime Show in 
Hillsboro in 19 IS sparked ihc idea 
to recreate a fair to celebrate the 
heritage of the Lillie levels areas 
Ihc lair is designed to showcase 
hcal talent and products and serves 
as a Tumi raiser few volunteer and ci¬ 
vic organisations of the area 
The theme this years is Timber! 
Our Heritage. 

The first settlers of Kumpean 
descent viewed a land rich in um¬ 
ber, i place to homestead and raise 


then families lbe area remained an 
agricultural haven until the turn ol 
the century when railroads and saw¬ 
mills encompassed the entire area, 
over mountains, hills, through the 
valley and along the Greenbrier 
River. The coming of the Green 
brier Railroad in 1900 opened the 
area to new industry, employment 
and available goods and services. It 
also created a way to export timber 
and farm products to the outside 
world. 

At the turn of this century, the 


Tittle Levels area has nearly come 
full circle, hack to being an agri¬ 
cultural community The rails 
have gone hack to the earth in the 
mountain* and the hills and the 
rails were removed from the Green¬ 
brier Railroad. The Greenbrier 
Rivet is now paralleled hy the 
C hvenhricr River Trail 
The trail has been designated as 
West Virginia’s Millennium Herit¬ 
age Trail Many events are planned 
throughout the year 2000 to focus 
on the importance of maintaining 


w 

U 

%i 

the heritage through progressing 
into the current times j 

'Hie Tittle Levels Heritage Fair, n 
Inc,, will always he the last wee- q 
kend in June to coincide with the 
celebration of the June 2b birthday a 
of Nobel and Pulitzer Prize win- 0 
ning author. Pearl S. Buck, a p 
Hillsboro native. w 
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js 100 — and plans to celebrate 


by William P McNeel 
The year 2000 will see si veral 
centennials in Pocahontas County. 
Marlin ton was incorporated in 
April railroad service began in die 
county, and a new town, Casa, was 
founded at the mouth of Leather- 
hark Creek. 

This year the residents ol Cass 
will celebrate the 100th anniversary 
ol their community with a variety 
ol activities beginning on May 26 
As the I9ih century was coming 
to an end. the needs of a growing 
national economy for wood pro¬ 
ducts were beginning to focus on 
the timber resources of eastern 
West Virginia, including the 
(rrcenhricr Valiev of (ireenhrkr mi 
[Pocahontas Counties, 

Oie vast stands and great variety 
of umber in this pan of the state 
hail long been known to the lumber 
industry, of course, but lack ot 
transportation and other sources of 
timber had protected the forests of 
the area from the lumberman's ax 
Hits siturtion changed in the 
years following the Civil War 
Kcilroad lines began lo be con¬ 
structed into (he mountains of West 


Virginia and other timber supplies 
in the eastern United Slates were 
being depleted The completion of 
the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway's 
line into Greenbrier County in 
1869 opened the (hreenbrier Valley 
and its resources to national mar¬ 
kets. 

The first timbering in Focahon- 
tas and northern Greenbrier Coun¬ 
ties involved the white pine, which 
was floated to Roncevcrte in the 
annual 'log drives" on the river. 
The amount of timber that could h: 
removed in this fashion was limit¬ 
ed however. 

A rail line was needed up the riv¬ 
er and the catalyst for this came 
with the plans in the late IHOOs of 
the West Virginia Ihilp and Paper 
Company for a new paper mill, to 
be located at Covington, Virginia 
To supply the necessary pulp wood, 
the company purchased a large tract 
on Cheat Mountain with red spruce 
and other timber 

The paper company had to have a 
way to gel the pulp wood lo Cov¬ 
ington and this was enough poten¬ 
tial business lo enable the C&f > to 
justify the construction of the line 


Dunmore 
Country 
Mart 

Gas — Groceries — Crafts | 

Conveniently located at the intersection of Rts. IK and 92 in Dunmore. 
H ,>y & Cora Lee t urpenter Shitron. Sherry. Martha. Kestru, Ac Louanne 
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TAKE A TRIP Into history at Cass this year as 
celebrates its centennial. 


up the Greenbrier River. 

Ar- the railroad was working its 
way up the river, the paper compa¬ 
ny was making decisions And an 
early one wax that the mouth of 

l .Critherhark Creek would be the site 
of its railroad with the C&O A 
sawmill was also being planned 
here, since the company had timber 
more suitable for lumber than pulp. 

In April 1899 the 136 acre 
Curry/Gum farm at the mouth of 
the creek was purchased by 
WVP&P. 

The next year, plans were well 
underway for a town and in May. 
1900. the first reference to the 
town's name as Cass—for compa¬ 
ny vice-president Joseph K. Cass-- 
was made 

By the end of 1900, the railroad 
had armed and pulp wood ship¬ 


ments began in January, 1901, The 
sawmill was m operation a year 
later. 

A post office was established in 
the new town in 1901, the town's 
incorporation came a year laler in 
August. 

Growth was quick for Cass ax it 
wax base for the largest lumber op¬ 
eration in the Greenbrier Valley 
The population of the town grew to 
nearly 2000 and for many years it 
was the largest community in Po¬ 
cahontas County. 

The Cass Centennial celebration 
will begin with a day of activities 
on May 26 Special events on that 
day include: 

10 a m -noon: The opening cere¬ 
mony held at or near the depot 
There wilt be a variety of speakers, 
relating the history of the com¬ 
munity. 




Noon-1 pm.: Mike Bing and the 
Brown Baggers will perform tradi¬ 
tional mountain music 

l p m.: trip to Whittaker Station 
ami a visit to the Mountain State 
Railroad and l ogging Association's 
logging camp display. To reserve a 
place on the train ride, call 800 
336-7009 

3 p m World champion wood 
choppers, the Cngar family and 
Mcl Lam/, will demonstrate tradi¬ 
tional chopping techniques. On 
front Street near the Cass Com¬ 
munity Center. 

For more information on the 
Cass Centennial activities contact 
the Pocahontas County Convention 
and Visitor Bureau 800 336-7009 
or www.pocahootascQuntywv.ctHii 
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Vicki Durian Nancy Santomero 


Nine man, 3 woman jury 


will decide Beard fate 


The second trial of the man 
accused of the 20-year-old Rainbow 
Murders began Tuesday in Sutton, 
Braxton County. By the end of the 
first day a jury nude up of tune men 
and three women bad bum seated for 
the trial 

Jurors underwent several hows 
of voir dire interviews, including 
individual voir dire interviews, 
before a jury was sealed after after ft 
p.m Only a few members of the 
jury pool remained when the jury 
was completed. 

The trial will get underway on 
Wednesday. 

Jacob Wilson Beard, 54, was 
convicted in 1993 of the 1980 
slayings of Nancy Santomero of 
Huntington Long Island NY and 
Vicki Durian of Wellman IA. 

The women were traveling to an 
annual Rainbow Family Gathering 
held that year on the Monongabcla 
National Forest. Their bodies were 
found on Briery Knob, a remote 
section of southern Pocahontas 
County. Santomero, 19, and Dun an, 
2ft. were shot to death at dose range 
by a high-powered weapon. 

Beard was sentenced to two 


concurrent life sentences for the 
killings, but was freed in 1999 after 
a circuit judge set aside the 
conviction based on the affidavit of 
one of Beard's co-defendants and the 
confession of a white supremacist 
serial killer. 

That serial kilter, Joseph Paul 
Franklin, awaits death by lethal 
injection in Missouri. The mid- 
western state would not allow 
Franklin to be brought to West 
Virginia to testify, nor would it 
allow him to be transported to St. 
Louis to be deposed by video- 
anference 

Franklin has been convicted of 
the murder of a man outside a 
synagogue in Missouri and two 
hlack youths in Cincinnati, OH, 
Franklin has said he killed the 
women because one of them 
admitted she had dated a black man. 

The trial was moved to Braxton 
County from Greenbrier County 
because of publicity. Pie 1993 trial 
was transferred from Pocahontas 
County because of public sentiment. 

Beard has maintained his 
innocence in the 20 ycur f4d case and 
has been free on Slw,0f!0 bond 
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changed the dale for a candidate 
elected to fill an imexpircd icrm to a 
board of education to assume their 
position 

Prior to the change in the law f 
persons elected to an exipsred term 
took office as soon as the election 
was certified- The change set July 
] as the date for persons elected to 
an unexpired term on boards of 
education In assume office. This is 
the same date that candidates elected 
to full board terms take office. 

In Hie election last week Diane 
Buzzard was elected to fill nut the 
term of William Leary, who 
resigned last year. We have 
reported she will take office a( the 
May 22 meeting. However, this is 
not the ease and she will assume 
her seal on the board on July \, 

For other offices there is no 
change in the law and the 
candidates elected to fill unexpired 
terms take office as soon as the 
election is certified 
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School folk 

by Cobbs Ktndcrman 


I very much appreciate the 
opportunity the ciizens of 
Pocahontas County Itave given me 
to work for you as a member of die 
Board r* Educatkm over the last 14 
years. I also want to thank Bill 
McNeel, Pam Pritt, and Jane Price 
Sharp fee allowing me to talk with 
you about our schools through this 
column It was a regular weekly 
feature from 198? through 1993. 
and has appeared from time to time 
since then I hope that it has 
helped some of you to understand 
why the schools do what they do. 
and to think about some issues 
lacing parents and teachers 

The columns about Ritalin a 
few months ago. and the letters and 
e mails in response, arc an example 
of what I hoped SCHOOL TALK 
would do: stimulate discussion, 
debate, dialogue, and, most 
importantly, serious thought about 
how we educate our k.ds. Jason 
Sharp wrote a letter saying my first 
Ritalin column was (he most stupid 
thing he’d ever read written by a 
public official. I hope h»s decision 
to be a candidate for the Board of 
Education was at least in pan 
stimulated by bis views on this 
very important issue. Jason was a 
very thoughtful and clear-hetded 
candidate. I hope he tries again 
next time. 

As I leave the Board, I feel led 
to share with you my thoughts 
regarding the overwhelming vote 
against die proposed excess levy 
last week. First, it probably wasn i 
timely—there is a great deal of 
uncertainty as to the impact on 
taxpayers of the reappraisal which 
will be reflected in the tax hills 
coming out this summer And 
there really wasn't lime to mount 
an effective grass roots campaign in 
favor. 

Second, too few of the key 
piaycrs redly thought the levy had 
a chance to pass. Of the Board 
members, only Bruce McKean 
pushed aggressively for the levy, 
although I owcll Gaiford also spoke 
in support The other Board 
members were notable for their 
public silence on the topic. A 
question that some of the Save Our 
Schools Committee members 
might ask is—if the Board wasn’t 
ready strongly behind the levy, 
why was it put on the ballot? 

Third, the purpose of ibe levy 
was apparently unclear to many 
voters. Aside from the specifics of 
funding 4-H, public libraries, and 
the Health Department, which were 
perceived by some as not a central 
concern of the school system, 
several people felt that the language 
of the levy call was too broad. 
There weren’t any “hot button'’ 
items—like cutting vocational 
programs or moving the 3th grade 
to toe high school—mentioned in 
the levy call. To some it seemed 
like the school system just wanted 
more of their money 

One thing seems clear: the hard 
core of electoral support for public 
education amounts to at least 25%. 
those who voted foi the levy despite 
toe threat of automatically increased 
taxes due to reappraisal, a less than 
vigorous campaign by toe public 
officials concerned, and the 
vagueness of toe levy call. 
However, lt*s obvious that the 
citizens or Pocahontas County as a 
whole are far from convinced that 
the school system needs—and 
deserves—more of their hard earned 
money. 
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My years on the Board lead me 
to believe that mere and possibly 
drastic cuts may well be needed if 
the county is not wiling to support 
extra taxes over and above what the 
State makes available. But the 
burden of proof lies with toe school 
system to convince toe voters. 
Here arc a few suggestions for those 
who follow me on the Board: 

ft) Don't put a levy on the 
ballot again unless a clear majority 
of the Board members are in favor 
and willing to work for its passage; 

(2) Make sure that toe purpose 
of toe levy is clearly defined—and 
that It addresses issues of 
importance to major sections of toe 
electorate; 

(3) Before trying a levy again, 
make a stronger effort to reach out 
to the vast majority of toe 
community that doesn't have 
children in school. For example, 
what has toe school system done 
for senior cidzens lately? I would 
guess that at least 50% of all those 
who vote in Pocahontas are over 
age 60. 

Of the three people elected to 
the board last week, two were 
opposed to the levy and one took a 
“hands off approach to the issue, 
so the question ol another levy call 
in toe near future may be purely 
academic. Where did I stand on toe 
issue? I’m one of that hard core 
25%. I voted for toe levy and made 
a contribution to the Save Our 
Schools Committee. But I can 
sympathize with many of toe 
criticisms which were leveled at toe 
levy call as presented to toe voters. 
I’ll lie on toe radio the morning of 
Saturday, May 27. If you’d like to 
rehash the levy question on toe air, 
give me a call about 10 a. m. Let's 
have some School Talk. 


School Menus 

May 22-26 

Monday: Waffles w/syrup, or 
cereal, juice, milk. Country baked 
steak, mashed potatoes, broccoli 
w/cheese, applesauce, ww rolls, 
milk. 

Tuesday: Breakfast pizza, or cere¬ 
al, juice, milk Ham biscuit, maca¬ 
roni A cheese, California vegeta¬ 
bles, peaches, milk. 

Wednesday: Mam gravy w/bread, 
or cereal, juice, milk, Nachos 
w/chili A cheese, baby camHs, 

R ato wedges, fruited jeliu, milk, 
ureday: Student Menu. 
Friday: Egg omelet, toast, of 
cereal* juice, milk. Pita pockets 
w/ham. beef, mozzarella A Ameri¬ 
can cheese, lettuce & tomato, green 
beat's, apple wedges, milk. 



Buckie Kerry's 
Stead & 
rout ‘House 


/lavDafN 

Dari Tournament 



Restaurant Closed Si, rtday 

Par open at lp.m. 
for Nasear 


Sparks Fami 

day, Sunday. 1 
noon, Ambas 
Campground, 
more informa 
Sparks Jacksot 
or ejacksoSnet 
Clawson C« 
May 27. 11 i 
meter y Plays I 
play md a cove 
tact people wh 
of getting this I 
HHS Class o 
May 27, 3 p.n 
Public Library 
Classmates, fa 
reunion, celebr 
Mace Family 
M a m , Ma 
Park. Sliliwel 
dish. Descen 
(Billy) Mtte 
Adklson-Cai 
Williamson 
no date provkfc 
Droop Mount; 
Park Bring a c 
for auction an 
family ncwslci 
tact Bill Masor 
CCCs: Saturc 
provided, Wat 
CCC aiumm, 
Serv ice person: 
Gragg Fatn 
10, 10.30 a.m 
Marlifiton Brit 
enjoy toe day. 
Adklson/Cai 
Saturday, June 
Mountain Bal 
south entrance 
dogs will be f 
favorite dishes, 
annual auctio 
contact Gladyt 
2501, Wanda 
4306, Bill Mat 
Dillry Fair 
25, 12 noon, 
Picnic Shelter 
business mccti 
or raffle item, 
plenty of drii 
provided. Con 
ris. 3531 Oly 
Cove Spring) 
phone 904- 
lcl!amorri*@al 



Ho 

S 

Pho 















































t Complete 



Q *;£ll? pds trial for 

ic in Rainbow Murders 


Your complimentary 
use period has ended. 
Thank you for using 
PDF Complete. 


ages and Expanded Features 


IT. 

54 


tor 


d of the 1980 murders of two 
imily World Peace Gathering is 
the locally infamous Rainbow 


! slayings of Nancy Sap 
t, and Vii" 


ficki Durian. 26. 


Murdeis. 

Jacob Wilson Beard, 54. is accused of the 1980 
totnero, 19, of Huntington, l/mg Island, New York 
of Wellman, Iowa. 

San tome- ) and Durian were found shot to death at clow: range by a 
high-powered weapon on Briery Knob, a remote section of southern Poca¬ 
hontas County. 

Beard's second tnal was moved to Braxton County from Grcenhrier 
County because of pre-trial publicity. The case was moved from Pocahontas 
County in 1995 because of public sentiment. 

The Greenbrier County jury convicted Beard of two counts of murder in 
the first degree and recommended no mercy, meaning he had no poasibiiity 
of parole. 

In 1999, Senior Status Judge Charles Lobban set aside the Jury’s verdict 
after a serial killer, Joseph Raul Franklin, confessed to the crimes under oath 
and Beard’s former co-oefenuant Arnold Cutlip, tiled an affidavit that poten¬ 
tially impeaches a ltey prosecution witness. 

Beard has maintained bis innocence in the slayings since he was arrested 
In 1992. 
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Wednesday, May 17 
Former medical examiner 


testifies in Rainbow Murder Trial 


The medical examiner who nearly 20 years ago performed autopsies on 
two women found shot to death in Pocahontas County testified Wednesday 
in the trial of their accused murderer 

Former State Medical Examiner Irwin Sopber testified that Santomero. 
Durian were shot with a high-powered weapon at close range. 

Santomero was shot throe times, Sopber said, with two of those shots, 
including tme to the bead, being fatal Durian suffered two parallel, rapid-fire 
gunshot wounds to the chest, both of them ratal, the former medical exam¬ 
iner testified. 

Gunpowder residue found on both women around the entrance wounds 
showed they were shot from less than a foot away. Sopber testified, A sig¬ 
nificant amount of blood pooled ground the entrance wounds proved the 
women were not shot where they were found, he said. 

Sopber testified that the women could have been shot as early as 4 p.m. 
on June 25,1980, an estimation defense attorney Stephen Fanner attempted 
to discredit using Sopbcr's original report and a medical text in which the 
farmer medical examiner had written a chapter on rigor mortis 

Rigor mortis, the stiffening of the body after death, typically begins in 
the jaw and neck muscles two-to three hours after death occurs under ncxmal 
conditions, Sopber testified. 

Fanner repeatedly hammered Sopher with bis original report which 
states the time of death at 7 p.m.. a time defense attorneys say their client, 
Jacob Beard, was attending a hoard of education meeting in Marlinton. 

Sopber s&id that although EMTs on the scene reported no rigor mortis 
at 10:15 p.m., be did not believe those attendants would have checked small 
muscle groups in the jiws and neck. 

“You cannot take that parameter alone and establish a time of death,” 
Sopber said. The lime of death of the original report is “not written in 
stone,” be continued. 

“You’re taking this rigor mortis thing and rigging it out to the bone,” 
be shot back at Fanner. 

The defense attorney also focused on a smew of blood found on one of 
the victim's bands wbicb was reportedly not dry at nearly midnight. 

Sopber said that dew could cause the blood to remain moist for longer 
than normal Since he said he was not made aware of dew point on the even¬ 
ing of the murder, Sopber refused to place any weight on the wet smear of 
blood. 

Dr. Robert Must, of Hillsboro, the man who found the bodies, was the 
stale’s first witness. 

Must said be found the women shortly before 9 p m and drove to the 
nearest telephone to call the Pocahontas County Sheriffs Department after 
be determined they wire dead. 

Must was not a doctor at the time. 

And Pamela Wilson, a pivotal witness for the prosecution, read from 
tier testimony in the 1995 trial transcripts. 

Wilson testified she saw two young “hippie-type” girls get into Richard 
Fowler’s van on June 25, 1980, 1 

“I told my mother those girls shouldn’t have got in with them," Wilson 

read. 

Fowler, who now lives in Virginia, was indicted for the crimes in 1993 
along with Beard and five other men. (larges against him were dropped after 
Eeard was convicted in 1993. 

Fowler's name appears on the prosecution's witness list for this trial. 


Thursday, May 18 
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A prosecution witness testified Thursday she omitted portions of her 
recollections of the day two women were murdered in Pocahontas County 
from her 1995 testimony because she was afraid of the defendant. 

Odessa "Sis” Hively, of Droop Mountain, testified she saw Jacob Beard 
at the entrance to Droop Mountain Battlefield Stale Park between 5 and 5:30 
p.m. on the day of the murders. 

During Beard's first trial for the murders in 1993 Hively placed Beard’s 
truck at the park entrance along with Gerald Brown’s and Arnold Cutlip's 
trucks and Richard Fowler’s van. But Hively then said she saw no people at 
the park . 

Thursday, Hively testified that B^ard was in his truck and Brown and 
Cutlip were standing beside the vehicle. 

Brown, Cutlip and Fowler were indicted along with Beard in 1993. 
Brown is now deceased. 

Defense attorney Stephen Farmer reminded Hively of her previous state¬ 
ments and testimony that mentioned only vehicles at the park 

“I'm aware of that" she said. “I was scared at that time. 1 was scared be¬ 
cause 1 have two kids." 

“Your story’s grown quite nicely, hasn't it?*’ Fanner asked Hively under 
cross examination. 

“That's the way I re mem her it,” she answered “1 have told my parents 
that. h,any times." 

Prosecuting Attorney Wall Weiford asked Hively about her fear. 

“Were you afraid of Jake Beard?” be questioned 

"Yes, I was," Hively said. “I knew I saw him (in 1993) but I was 
afraid" 

Beard testified la bis 1993 trial that be was working in the field for a 
Greenbrier Tractor Sales customer whose name be could not remember and 
quit at 5:15 p m. That time is hand-written on Beard’s time card. 


Hively also testified she saw Beard later at a Pucahontas County Board 
of Educatirn meeting where, she sax' the defendant appeared to be drinking. 

“His face was red as blood," Hively said. “And he was up arguing and 
you could smell it on him slightly. 1 wasn't sitting that far away." 

In fact. Hively said, she was seated directly across from him and his 
wife, I .tnda. 

Hively testified that although the meeting was supposed to begin at 7 or 
7:30 p.m., it was delayed because so many people attended to oppose con¬ 
solidating Hillsboro School with Marlinton. 

The meeting was moved to the school cafeteria, which was being used 
for a dinner, Hively said, and did not begin until 8 or 8:30 p.m. 

Droop Mountain resident Steve Goode testified that be saw Beard, 
Fowler and McCoy at Brown's trailer on the same evening with a water 
hose connected firm the residence and in the back of (be van. 

‘They just worked around the van like they was washing it,” Goude said 
of the trio. 

He said he walked past the Brown residence on bis way to meet Mike 
Hively, Sis Hively’s husband, to spend the evening cutting bail. 

Mike Hively was not bone, Goode said, so he waited on the porch of 
the Hively residence where activities at the Brown residence were dearly vis¬ 
ible. 

On cross examination, defease attorney Miles Morgan asked Goode that 
if Brown's former wife, Drcma. said (hat the trailer offered no access to wa¬ 
ter from iu front would she be wrong. 

' She's wrong," Goode said. 

And the man who has investigated these murders for nearly 20 years 
briefly took the stand to outline how the investigation evolved in 1980 and 
how Beard became a suspect 

Former First Sergeant Robert Alkirc, now a temporary investigator for 
the Pocahontas County Prosecuting Attorney’s office, said he was called to 
the scene of the crimes on June 25, 1980. but stopped first at Pocahontas 
Memorial Hospital in Marlinton to examine die bodies of Santomero and 
Durian. 

Alkire said be noted their belongings and the fact Santomero was miss¬ 
ing a sandal. 

The women bad no identification, thus, Alkire testified, the police used 
several means, including area newspapers to try to identify them. 

Investigators believed the women were traveling to the Rainbow 
Gathering because of their clothing, he said. 

Santomero and Durian were identified by family members nearly two 
weeks later, he said 

Their belongings, including Santomero's missing sandal and both back¬ 
packs, were found at the end of deer season in 1980 near Hico, almost 60 
miles away, Alkire testified. 

Beard became a suspect in 1982 after he called Durian’s father in Iowa 
and said he was ashamed of the police in Pocahontas County because the 
case was not solved, Alkire testified. 

Beard tokl Howard Durian be “wanted to get the ball rolling again on the 
investigation," and that he would call back the next evening, Alkire said. 

Howard Durian contacted Alkire who said he made arrangements for 
Iowa authorities to trace the cal). 

The call was traced to Beard’s Dcnmar residence, Alkire testified. The 
man did not identify himself in either call. Alkire said. 

Alkire said after he questioned Beam in 1982, the man told him to check 
a Chevy Nova which was up on blocks on a Hillsboro side street and to talk 
to two local women None of those leads jruduced any evidence, Alkire said. 

The investigator, who spent several hours over the course of several 
days cm the witness stand in 1993, was on the stand for only 30 minutes 
Thursday since the defense did not cross-examine him. 

Arnold Cullin's live-in companion, Virginia Schoolcraft testified that 
she heard shots about 4:30 p.m. coming from the area believed to be where 
(he women were killed. 

Schoolcraft and Cutlip were living in a cabin an the Briery Knob Road. 

The woman said she beard her baby crying on the front porch and went 
outside to comfort her when she beard the rapid shots. 

"It was like ‘bang, bang, bang,”’ she said. 

Schoolcraft said she did not hear any other noises and no traffic on the 
road that day; however, she sal' she could not hear activities outside her 
home if she was inside. 

Slate’s eye-witness Johnnie Washington I^wis lived with Schoolcraft 
and Cutlip at the lime because, she said, he bad nowhere else to go. 

I-ewis helped Cutlip cut locust posts, she said. 

The pair came in drank that evening between 8 and 8:30 pm., she said. 
Lewis to the point of needing help from r>»lin to get inside before he 
passed out. 

Schoolcraft said she did not see Cutlip and Lewis before that time on 
June 25, 1980. 

The 1993 testimony of two other witness .i was read into the record be¬ 
cause they could not travel to West Virginia. 

Santomero and Durian's traveling companion, Elizabeth Johndmw, tes¬ 
tified that she parted company with the other women on June 24, 1980, near 
Richmond. Virginia after breakfast 

Johndraw said .she had called home and found out her father was to be 
married that Friday and wanted her to attend the wedding 

Santomero and Durian wailed for her to catch a ride north and were still 
waiting on their own ride when she left them, she testified. 

The date has caused defense attorneys some consternation since John- 
drow’s early statements to police said it was June 25, 1980, around I p,m. 
when she left Richmond. 

Johndrow said she sat down with an atlas arid Alkire and plotted the 
days. The women left Iowa on June 20, 1980 and spent four nights on the 
road, she said. 

Johndrow did not travel to Sutton because her non-resident subpoena has 
not been served. 

Another 1993 testimony, that of Jerome Davis, was also read into the 
reaxd. 

Davis said he had previously owned Fowler’s van and had painted it a 
dark blue metallic color with a black enamel stripe around the bottom and 
also replaced the factory-made bumpers with wooden ones. 

He said be also outfitted the interior of (be van with a bed in the 
and covered the rear passenger side window with a quilt his wife made. The 
van had brown carpet covering the dash and the floor, he said 

Davis could not travel to West Virginia for medical reasons. 

And the deposition of Alice Roberts, a Virginia resident, was read into 
the record 

Roberts, the mother of Pam Wilson, testified that she and her daughter 
saw two young "hippie-type” girls get into Fowler's van on the afternoon of 
June 25, 1980, between 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. 

Wilson’s testimony the previous day nearly mirrored her mother's, 
although neither could positively identify Santomero or Durian. 

Members of the Santomero family have been present since Wednesday 
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Friday, May 19 

Rainbow defendant’i limit kept witness silent 

A witness testified Friday that because of threats from the defendant m 
the Rainbow Murder Case, she was afraid to give investigators more details 
when she was questioned 

Betty Bennett Prill, who now lives in Virginia, said Jacob Beard came 
to ha home in a Hillsboro trailer park and made threats to her child 

“He just came in and proceeded to tell me," she said. "He got down on 
the flcor at my feet 7ssd tad his «ms across my knees and told me bluntly 
and coldly I was not to say anything at all. 1 was to keep my mouth shut 
"He said Stevie will he very easy to take to my farm to ride ponies and 
he’ll never be beard from again."' 

Priit, who once was a friend of Beard’s former co-defendant, Richard 
Fowler, said Beard specifically mentioned the Rainbow Murders during the 
course of the threat 

Fowla confided ir. ha. Prill said; however, she was not allowed to tes¬ 
tify about what he said because of the hearsay rule 
Prill’s son was three-years-old in 1980, she said 
“Your story has grown quite nice'v. hasn't it?*’ lead defense attorney. 
.SiCphCU FailuCi, Said. 

Pritt has on four other occasions said Beard had made threats to her son, 
but did not mention the Rainbow Murdas. 

"I was afraid to say evaylhing I wanted to back then," she said 
"Because I didn't know if Jake would be tree to hunt us down ” 

On the previous day, Odessa Htvciy also testified that she wMhhekJ in¬ 
formation from investigaton because she had children and felt threatened 
Forma Drot* Mountain resident Bill Scott, now of Green Bank, testi¬ 
fied that he saw Beard coming out the entrance to Droop Mountain Battle¬ 
field State Park between 3:30 and 4 p m on June 25, 1980. 

Scott sa.J Beard nearly caused a collision when his vehicle came 
“sliding out" the park entrance ratio the graveled shoulda. 

Beard bended north toward Hillsboro. Scott said. 

Scott is the second witness m place Beard on Droop Mountain at a time 
when be has testified be was working in the field for a Greenbria Tractor 
Sales customer whose name be doesn't recall. Beard's time cod from Gieen- 
brier Tractor Sales shows a handwritten clock-out time of 5:15 pm 

Other prosecution witnesses testified concerning the whereabouts of 
Beard's former co-defendant Bill McCoy. 

Mike Brock, of Hillsboro, testified that he heard shots coming from the 
Bnery Knob area on the afternoon of June 25. 1980, while he and a com¬ 
panion were groundhog hunting in the nearby Hills Creek area 1 ater, Brock 
said McCoy called him and invited himself fishing 

McCoy had never done that before. Brock said, and has not gone fishing 
with him since. 

Brock said at that lime be went fishing every day about 6 p m. 

Dale MotTison, of Renick, testified he saw Fowler, McCoy and two 
other men in Hillsboro a few days after the murders firing bullet boles in 
Fowler’s van door. The bullet boles had been fired from the inside, Morrison 
testified. 

Morrison said Fowler explained to him that McCoy had gotten drunk 
and shot up tire van and they "bad to take the gun away from him." 

For the remainder of the day experts took the stand, including a defense 
witness on human memory and prosecution witnesses on ballistics and ve¬ 
hicle paint chips. 

Dr. Elizabeth Lofli*. a professor of psychology at the University of 
Washington in Seattle, outlined typical traits of human memory 

I .oftis pointed out studies (hat show adults car. be suggestible when 
given inaccurate details about Iheu childhood, as well as when repeatedly 
(old incorrect information. 

Alcohol or marijuana intake, stress and trauma can contribute to memo¬ 
ry loss, as well, she said. 

Prosecution witnesses Winters Qiarles Walton and Jobnnic lewis have 
both testified that they were drinking when the murders occurred And Lewis 
has at times said he did not recall seeing the murdas and at other times he 
has. Loflis called that "unusual." 

Lewis testified under oath in 1993 that while be sat in Arnold CulJip's 
truck he saw Beard shoot the women. 

Cutlip has filed an affidavit that says he was with lewis all day on June 
25, 1980. and they did not see Beard. 

Under cioss examination by Steve Dolly, from the Prosecuting Attor¬ 
ney's Institute, Lofris testified that an Cult’s memory could be enhanced if 
given cored information about an event, 

Loflis’ testimony was taken out of order because of the distance she had 
to travel 

Dolly is assisting Pocahontas County Prosecuting Attorney Walt Wei- 
ferd with the case. 

A ballistics expert testified on behalf of the prosecution about the bullet 
fragments found in Santrancro's body. 

Former State Police Seigeant Clarence “Rocky" Laync testified that the 
bullets were reloads, or used shell casings refilled with powder and capped 
with new bullet lips. Those bullets were likely .41 or .44 Magnum, be tes¬ 
tified. 

Layne also said the weapon was more likely a revolva than a rifle, but 
could have been a Ruga .44 Mapum carbine. 

No firearm has ever been identified as the murder weapon 
Sergeant John Giacalone. who is stationed at the Crime I^ab in ( barles 
ton. testified about the paint chips found on one girl’s body (liacalone also 
testified in Beard's first trial 

The sergeant said the chips were layered black primer, gray printer, blue 
paint and black enamel 

Although Fowler's van did have a 12 inch black stripe painted around 
the rocker panel, according to its previous owner it was painted blue mc'il- 
lic Giacalone said the chips may have come from a point of impact nr a 
patched rust spot and would thus not match the rest of the van 

After court proceedings closed <*» Friday, prosecutors learned that Joseph 
Paul Franklin, the serial killer who has confessed to the murders, will not 
grant a second deposition. 

According to lead investigator Robert Alkire, Franklin said ibis deposi¬ 
tion would be the fourth time he had spoken with West Virginia authorities 
and four is a bad number for him. 

Monday, May 21 

Former co-defendant waivers on witness stand 

A man who once was charged with murder in the Rainbow Case wai- 
vered Monday on the witness stand when asked questions about the day the 
murders occurred. 

Bill McCoy, or Fair lea, said under direct examination by Steve Dolly or 
the Prosecuting Attorney's Institute that he recalled talking with one of the 
girls and wanting to make a date with her, 

"Do you remember which one?" Dolly asked. 

"Nancy," McCoy replied 

However. McCoy said he was not successful and left Droop Mountain 
Battlefield Slate Park to go to Hillsboro. 

In a statement given to investigators last year, McCoy placed the de¬ 
fendant in tbe case, Jacob Beard, it the park aloog with Richard Fowla, 
Winters Charles Walton. Arnold Cutlqi, Johnnie Lewis and Gerald Brown. 

McCoy was charged along with Beard and five other men in 1992. 
Charges against him were subsequently dropped after Beard was anvicted. 


Two witnesses have testified that they saw Fowla. McCoy and Walton 
pick up two young women hitchhiking in nearby Remck.s *'alley. 

McCoy at times read from his statement and ai other tunes appeared to 
testify from memory. 

According to wnat McCoy read from his statement, he recalled picking 
up the women and helping load their belongings into Fowler's van. 

They traveled to Brown's trailer. McCoy r s statement said, where they 
stayed about 30 minutes and then went on to Droop Mountain Battlefield 
State Park where they drank beer. 

Beard was drinking as well, McCoy's statement reflected. 

Sunloosero and Durian were outside the van when be departed for Hills¬ 
boro, McCoy said in his statement 

McCoy's statement also reflected his return to Droop Mountain to 
Brown's trader where Beard, Fowla, Cutlip, Brown and Walton were 
“cleaning some blood out of the van ." 

There were “puddles of blood in the back of the van." McCoy said he 
told investigators 

And be noticed bullet boles in the rear passenger side of Fowla's van. 
McCoy testified, as he pointed to the area in pictures of tbe vehicle. 

"When did you notice bulla boles?" Dolly asked. 

"When we was cleaning out the vm," McCoy answered. 

According to McCoy's statemem. the men were cleaning out tbe van 
with a garden hose. 

McCoy also testified he lata saw Fowler fixing tbe bullet boles in the 

van. 

Dolly is assisting Pocahontas County Prosecuting Attorney Walt Wei- 

trad 

Under cross examination, McCoy said his statement to police was a 
work of fietkm, 

"Thai statement isn't true is it?" lead defense coons:I Stephen Farmer 
asked. 

"No,” McCoy responded. 

McCoy acknowledged that while he was incarcerated in las Vegas, Ne¬ 
vada, last year, be was addicted to heroin and was in withdrawal when 
investigators spoke with him McCoy said he was "hallucinating." 

McCoy described the symptoms of heroin withdrawal and he said he was 
sick at his stomach, hallucinating, urinating and vomiting “You’ll do any¬ 
thing,” he testified. 

"Did you want to help them because they could help you?” Farmer 
asked. 

“I was just wantin' to get out to get what I needed," McCcw said. 

He got his information from the investigators, be said, while they sat 
and talked for some tune before be gave his statement. McCoy said be (old 
them what he believed they wanted to bear. 

Further, McCoy said, investigators gave him money for rent and paid 
for him to enter a methadone program 

"They said they wanted me to give a statement then and there and then 
they'd get me out of jail and get me in a treatment program," be testified. 
‘They sent me $500 for rent so they’d know where I was " 

McCoy said he was never around Santomero and Dunan and dkto’i know 
ai.. thing about Beard being around them eitha. 

"I think t was fishing," McCoy testified.. 

Howeva. be first said he was not fishing with Mike Brock, a Hillsboro 
resident who said McCoy called him on the day the women were murdered 
and invited himself fishing Brock said McCoy had not done (hat before and 
had never gone fishing with him since. Later in bis testimony, he said he 
might have been with Brock. 

McCoy also said be was probably in Hillsboro drinking. 

"Could you have been running around with Richie Fowler?" Farmer 


asked. 

"No. 

“Did you see Jacob Beard?' 

"Don't know. Don't think so." 

"Did you see these girtsr 

"Definitely not" 

“1 don’t want to lie here," McCoy said. 

McCoy also said be spent some time at the gathering Just for a dav 
and a night," be said. “Everybody was partying." 

He did not say if he attended the Rainbow Family Gathering before or 
after tbe murders occurred 

McCoy was grwited immunity in tbe murders in exchange for his testi¬ 
mony just before court opened on Monday; howeva. Dolly asked that Mc¬ 
Coy be treated as an adverse witness, nr a witness who is not willing to co¬ 
operate 

Dolly called two West Virginia Stale Police Sergeants in an attempt to 
discredit McCoy's rshmony. 

Both officers bad traveled to Las Vegas to interview McCoy while be 
was incarcerated 

And both maintained that while McCoy said be was in heroin withdraw 
al. he appeared k uc coherent. 

Sergeant jack Chambers said be assisted lead investigator Robert Alkire 
in obtaining drug treatment for McCoy. 

“He looked pretty much like he did today." said Sergeant Scott VanMet- 
tr. Tie was ujhcrcm, abic ® convene. 

VanMeter said McCoy didn't do anything unusual during the course of 
the interview Both officers testified they had never been around anyone who 
was in heroin withdrawal. 

Another witness Monday placed McCoy with Fowler. Cutlip and Brown 
at Droop Mountain Battlefield State Park and also said she saw two 
unfamiliar girls in Fowler's van 

Christine Cook Bore hen, of Morgantown, said ibe group was drinking 
heavily, as well as smoking marijuana 

Bore ben said her boyfriend at the time. Paulmer Adkison. said be 
"wanted to go party with tbe Rainbow girls.” 

“I do believe there were two girls in the van.” Borchert said 

Borcbert said she did not know Jacob Beard, but there were other people 
present she didn't recognize. 

“I don't know if he was there or not," she testified, "hecause 1 don’t 
know Jacob Beard " 

Once again, Fanner contended with a witness whose story had changed 
since 1993. 

"Yotr story's grown quite nicely, hasn't it?' be asked Borchert 

“If you're accusing me of lying, no," Borchert said. "You tend to Mock 
out things you don't want to think about." 

In 1993 Borchert testified that although she saw Fowler. McCoy. 
Brown and Cutlip, she did not see any other women on Droop Mountain 
(bat day. Two other witnesses have come forward with additional details that 
did not emerge in their original testimony. 

Both those witnesses cited fear as tbe reason they withheld information 
from investigators. 

Borchert was not asked by cither side why she was now recalling addi¬ 
tional details. 

Court was dismissed early in the day so attorneys could take a video 
deposition. 

State eyewitnesses Winters Charles Walton and Johnnie Lewis were 
expected to testify Tuesday. 


Reunions 


Spark* Family: Friday, Satur¬ 
day, Sunday, May 26, 27, 28, 12 
noon. Ambassadors for Christ 
Campground, Huntersville. For 
more information contact Helen 
Sparks Jackson at 1*304-636-1910 
or ej^ckso^netunediane!. 

Clawson Cemetery: Saturday, 
May 27, 11 a m., Clawson Ce¬ 
metery. Plays bring to 

play and a covered diUj. Please u in¬ 
tact people wbo ha /e no other * ay 
of getting this mfamarion. 

Cain Family: SafwTay May 27, 
12 noon, Marlimon Muni :ipal 
Park, Stillwell. Bring v covered 
dish Harry R> Cain Famitv. 

HHS Class of 1955: Stfrrday, 
May 27, 3 p.m -5 pjn, t Hi -sboro 
Public Library Community Room. 
Classmates, family and friends for 
reunion, celebration and friendship 
Mace Family: Sunday, May 28, 
11 am , Marlinton Municipal 
Park. Stillwell. Bring a covered 
dish. Descendants of William 
(Billy) Mace. 

CCCs: Saturday, June 3. no time 
provided, Watoga State Park. All 
CCC alumni. Army and Forest 
Service personnel and family. 
Gragg Family: Saturday, June 
10, 10:30 a m , Stillwell Park, near 
Marlinton, Bring a covered dish and 
enjoy the day. 

Adklson/Carpe nter Family: 
Saturday, June 17, noon, Droop 
Mountain Battlefield State Park, 
south entrance Hamburgers and hot 
dogs will be provided Brin^ your 
favorite dishes, items for the second 
annual auction. For information, 
contact Gladys Carpenter 757-229- 
2501 1 Wanda Hansford 804*642* 
4306, Bill Mason 304-653-2008, 
Dilley Family: Sunday, June 
25, 12 noon, Watoga State Park 


Picnic Shelter. Games for all ages, 
business meeting. Bring an auction 
or raffle item, a covered dish and 
plenty of drinks. Paper products 
provided. Contact Leila Ann Mor¬ 
ris, 3531 Olympic Drive, Green 
Cove Springs, FL, 32043 8079, 
fhone 904*529-8357, e-mail 
ieilamo™@ aUlelnct 
Armstrong Family; Saturday, 
July 1, 12 noon, lunch at 1 p,nv. 
r >foop Mountain BaUlefkUJ State 
Pa^ Lookout Tower, Bring a cov¬ 
ered d'*h f family information. 
Friends ,,r 3 r nmc. Fjr further infor¬ 
mation call Amanda at 799-4718. 
Desccnlanls of Cameron Lloyd 
Armstrong. 

MBS Class of 1955: Saturday, 
July 8, 10 a.m. t Senior dozens 
Building. Marlinton All who at¬ 
tended school with the class are also 
welcome. For more information 
contact Phyllis Barnett, 117 Popla^ 
Point Estates, Poca WV 25159 
(304-776-4880) or Caroiyn Burns, 
1500 Parrish St., Marlinton WV 
24954 (304*799-4619). 

Darnell/Bwizard Family: Sat* 
urday, July 8, noon to ?, at Ibe 
home of Bill and Connie Darnell, 
1200 Second Ave,, Marlinton 
Please bring a covered dish and 
lawn chairs. Call 304-799-4208 for 
information. 

Kogers/Kelliioti: Ibe 24th An¬ 
nual Reunion will be held July 14, 
15, and 16 at the Ambassadors For 
Christ Campground in Hunters¬ 
ville. Registration will begin at 
noon on Friday Cabins are avail¬ 
able as well as RV hook-ups. Tbe 
annual auction and children's talent 
show will be on Salu Jay Horse¬ 
shoe contests and children's games 
will be Sunday afternoon following 
lunch. Everyone Is asked to bring 



LITTLE LEVELS HERITAGE FAIR PARADE 
Saturday June 24, 2000 

10:00 a m (line up at 9:00 a.m, behind Hillsboro school) 


Parade route - Route 219, Nicholas & Payne Streets 


Advanced registration required prior io June 19 2000 

All enincs must tit a local her ige theme: Enines will NOT include loud, 
distracting vehicles Horses and horse drawn conveyances arc encouraged to enter 
“N O rANDY.ETC " may he thrown from the parade entries, 

WALKING SINGLE OR GROUPS IN HERITAGE PRESS 


an item for the family auction and 
also an item for the children’s 
auction. We guarantee a great week¬ 
end, For more information call 799- 
4269. 

Dean Family: Sunday, July 16, 
10 un. Central Union Conununi* 
Center, Descendants of Alfred G, 
ran. Pack a lunch and spend the 
day. 


£ 


McNe*l Family: Saturday, Au¬ 
gust 12. location and details avail¬ 
able later. McNeel Family of Little 
l,evJs. 

Sc hoolcrart/AuId ridge Fam¬ 
ilies: Saturday, August 19, 11 
a m , Watoga State Park Picnic 
Shelter. Bring a covered dish. 
Friends and relatives welcome. 


Rainbow Murder Trial Updates 
Daily at 

www.pocahontastimes.com 


WV DAY CELEBRATION 
]UNE 17 


JOIN THE 

Williamsburg District Historical 
Foundation at Its Museum in 
Williamsburg, WV to celebrate 
our state’s birthday 
S4 Admission per person indudes 

10 a.ffl. Flag raising by the JR0TC 
Museum tours. Craft/Flea 
Market Opens, CM! War 
Camp 

12 noon Nutrve American Stories 
and Dancing 
Museum closes 

1 p m. Country Cousins 

Musical F’erformante 

2 p,m. Btuegrass 

Connection Performs 

Flea Market Tables are available at 54 
per table and tan be reserved on 1st 
come, 1st serve basis by calling 
Cassand ia Perkins at 
1304164S-2153 
Horse drawn cart rides will be 
available. Food will be available for 
additional cost but Is not Included in 


BOOKS! 

Identify that plant, bird 
or mushroom with 
“Peterson’s Field 
Guides” 

Learn how they used to 
do it with “Foxfire 
Books” Volumes 1-11 
Read about logging 
Pocahontas County in 
Blackhurst books 
“Sawdust in Your Eyes" 
“Of Men & a Mighty 
Mountain” 

“Riders of the Flood” 

The 

Rock House 



Antiques • Books • Crufts 

Main Street. Marlinton 

Open Monday-Saturday 10 to 5 
(304)799-6959 


PIONEER DAYS PAGEANTS j 

Send completed form with wallet uze photo and correct entry fee 
for category entered to; Pioneer Days Pageants c 

»r |, Box 357B 
Marlinton, WV 249M 

Mail entries only. Deadline is June 5, 2000 - no exceptions Entry fee and 
photo must be included or photo will not be included in the brochure 

_Little Miss Pocahontas ‘Fee * $20.00) must have completed 


.ij .. . v/i^ini 
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Warren Balogh 

Melissa Margaret Bond *'t 

Rachel Valen Barb 

Jessica Rae Barkley 

Jeffrey Allen Bauserman 

Stacy Marie Bond 

Jason Michael Broce 

KaSandra Lea Burdette 

Carrie Lucille Burns 

Cathy Lucille Burns *t 

Kellyn Lee Cassell *t 

Chad Lawrence Corbett 

Alicia Dean 

Alison Nicole Dickenson 

Amanda Marie Dilley 

Alissa Daniel) Doss 

Clinton Ervine 

Jason Ervine 

Jennifer Ann Evans 

Jessica Lee Evans 

Christina Louise Fischl t 

Harry H. Fisher 

Alison Coleen Flegel t 

Matthew Joseph Gay 

Elizabeth Joanne Glaser t 

Troy Lee Goddard 

Pamela Lee Grimes 

Joshua Hayes Grogg 

Jessica Lynn Hamman *t 

Andrea Jean Hefner *t 

Ginger Ruth Henry *+ 

Hollie Ann Hnllandsworth*t 

Aaron William Huffman *t 

Amanda Dawn Johnson 

Clint Daniel Johnson 

LaKisha Renee' Johnston 

Douglas Jones 

Charlie Clyde Judy *t 

Eric Scott Kelley *t 

Johnny Lee Landis 

Jonathan Lee Mallow 

Jamie Lee McCray 

Hillary Dawn McLaughlin 

Marie Evelyn Mellinger 

Kristin Nicole Morris *+ 

Mary Plaugher 

Paige Porter Polhamus 

Jason Reed 

Matthew Eric Rhea 

Andrew Rider 

Clayton Allen Seldomridge 

George Bradley Sewell 

Blair Edc Sharp 

Samantha Morgan Shaw *t 

Christopher Michael Simmons 

Dustin Eugene Simmons 

Clarissa Sylv a SmaPi .oge *t 

Caleb Brooks Smith 

Jeremiah George Smith 

Jonathan Lloyd Smith *t 

Melody Dawn Smith 

Tara Lee Stricklin 

Brooke Ann Taylor 

Courtney Renee Taylor *t 

Joshua Adam Thompson 

Virginia Irene Tuttle 

Thomas Lee Vandevender 

Michael Roger VanRecnan 

Steven VanReenen * 

Joshua Adam Vaughan 

Justin Mitchell Wagner 

Jessica Ruth Walkup * 

Heather Ann Walton 

Tonya Lee Waybright 

David Shawn White 

Matthew Lee White 

Denny Wimer 

Erin Dale Wimer *t 

Amanda Marie Wright *t 




* Honor Graduate 
tNational Honor Society 
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Upton, 

Evelyn 


attend 


Valedictorian 
Aaron Huffman 

Melissa Bond, of Green Bank, 
daughter of Mike and Leisba Cas¬ 
sell and Adam and Qun Bond. 
Melissa plans to attend Shepherd 
College and major in Secondary 
English Education and then to con¬ 
tinue in school to become a 
guidance counselor, 

Cathy Bums, of Marlinton, 
daughter of Larry and Shelia Bums. 
Cathy plans to attend Bridgewater 
College and major in Education. 

Kellyn Cassell, of Dunmore, 
son of Greg and Brenda Cochran and 
Jeff and Abby Cassell. Kcllyi> is 
going to WVU, majoring in Com¬ 
puter Science/Computer Graphics. 

Jessica Hunman, of 
Snowsboe. daughter of David and 
Debra Hamman. Jessica plans to 
attend AJderson-Broaddus College to 
major in Management Information 
Systems and minor in General 
Business. 

Andrea Hefner, of Hillsboro, 
daughter of Lois Workman, of 
Renick, and Richard Hefner, also of 
Renick. Andrea plans to purs*”’ <• 
degree at Marietta College. 


Ginger Henry, of Minnehaha 
Springs, daughter of Tim and Kath¬ 
leen Henry. Ginger will attend 
Marshall university and study 
Nutrition/Athletic Trainer. 

Hollie llollandsworth, of Mar- 
of Mike and 

_Hollie will 

University and 

study Biology. 

Aaron Huffman, of I ohelia. 
son of Bill Huffman and Shay Huff¬ 
man. Aaron plans to attend WV I 
and major in Engineering. 

Charlie Judy, of Bartow, son of 
Joe and Becky Judy. Charlie will 
study Radiology at University of 
Charleston. 

Eric Kelley, of Dunmore. son 
of Scolt and Nancy Kelley. Eric 
plans to attend Shepherd College to 
get a degree in Environmental Stud¬ 
ies and an associate degree in Engi¬ 
neering. 

Kristin Morris, of Marlinton, 
daughter of Susan Gray and Tom 
Morris. Kristin will attend the Uni¬ 
versity of Alaska for Pediatrics. 


Samantha Shaw, of Marlinton, 
daughter of Kevlr and Virginia 
Shaw. Samantha plans to attend 
Point Park College in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, and study Print Jour¬ 
nalism. 

Clarissa Smallridge, of Marlin- 
ton, daughter of Carol Smallridge 
and Cecil Smallridge. Clarissa is 
undecided about future plans. 

Jonathan Smith, of Marlinton, 
son of James and Diana Smith 
Jonathan will attend college and 
major in Architecture. 

Courtney Taylor, of Dunmore. 
daughter of Mike and Cindy Taylor. 
Courtney will attend the College of 
West Virginia. 

Erin Wimer, of Hillsboro, 
daughter of Katherine Wimer. Erin 
will attend Concord College to 
major in English with an emphasis 
in Journalism. 

Amanda Wright, of Durbin, 
daughter of Alan and Tammy 
Wright. Amanda plans to major in 
Business at the Randolph County 
Vocational Center. 


Salutatorians 

Courtney Thy lor, Eric Kelley, Erin Wimer, 
Jonathan Smith, Ginger Henry 















Utljr yjaiaijgiimi Ivuty 



Honor Graduates 2000 


PICTURED IN FRONT ROW: Courtney Taylor, Cathy Burns, Erin Winter, Samantha Shaw, Hollie 
Hoi lands worth, (linger Henry, Kristin Morris, Melissa Bond Row 2: Jessica Mammon. Andrea Hefner, 
Jonathon Smith, Aaron Hoffman, Frlc Kelley, Kellyn Cassell, Charlie Judy, Clarissa Small ridge. Not 
pictured: Amanda Wright 
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falls ill: mistrial motion denie d 

my concludes in Beard trial 


Testimony in the second trial of a forme/ Hillsboro man accused of Then everyone jumped up tn the van, Walton testified, he thought he 
murdering two women hitchhiking to a Rainbow Family World Peace cause of shots, but could not recall 
(lathering was completed on Friday of last week. After a long Memorial 
Day weekend, the trial of Jacob Wilson PeanJ resumed on Tueday 

The trial was complicated Tuesday by the sudden illness of Prosecuting 
Attorney Walter Weiford early in the day. Weiford was taken to a Charles¬ 


ton hospital, reportedly with * lung infection. Stephen Dolly, who ha, 
[ Weifo 


(sion met 
results of 
e process 
ing of the 
on optical 
ng on the 
I ballots, 
r, of the 


. Senior Status 


been assisting Weiford,' will complete ihe case for the stale 
Tuesday also saw a motion by the defense for a mistrial. 

Judge Charles l obban dented the motion. 

Beard, 54, is accused of the 1980 slayings of Nancy Saniomero. 19, of 
Huntington, I^ong Island, New York, and Vicki Durian, 26, of Wellman. 

low*- . . 

Santomero and Durian were found shot to death at close range by a 
high-powered weapon on Briery Knob, a remote section of southern Poca¬ 
hontas County. 

Beard's second trial was moved to Braxton County from (ireenbner 
County because of pre-trial publicity. The case was moved from Pocahontas 
County in 1993 because of public sentiment. 

The Greenbrier County jury convicted Beard of two counts of murder in 
the first degree and recommended no mercy, meaning he had no possibility 

ofpamle. , , 

In 1999, Lobban set aside Ihe jury’s verdict aftei a serial kiiler, Joseph 
Paul Franklin, confessed to the crimes under oath and Beard's former co-de¬ 
fendant. Arnold Cutlip filed an affidavit that potentially impeaches a key 
prosecution witness 

Beard has maintained his innocence since be was arrested in 1992. 

1 xibban will instruct the jury Wednesday morning and attorneys are ex¬ 
pected to give cloaing arguments that afternoon. 

The dial has lasted nine days and over three dozen witnesses have testi¬ 
fied. 
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ItuatUy. M»t li 

Eyewitness*! testify 


i was pretty intoxicated by then,'' he sakl. 

However, Walton said “there was a panic” and he remembered a girl run 

lo the side door of the van, .„ . 

“She was screaming, trying to get in, be icsUfied. She backed ™*- 
The girl was not able to enter the van because the men inside were 

standing in ber way, be believed. ,_, 

“Do you know what happened after that ? Weiford asked. 

“She was shot, I guess,” Walton said. . .. . „„„ 

Walton said be remembered a person ir. the 'toor of the van with a gun, 

but could not remember wbo it was. , , „ ...^ 

While he recalled Fowler and two Dean brothers, Larry, and a brotna 
whose name be could not remember, were in the van with him, he could not 
say whether Beard or McCoy killed the women. 

“Was it Bill?," the prosecutor asked 
“I'm not sure," Walton said. 

"Was ii Jake Beard?" 

"He w s the one with tbc gun," Walton testified „ . 

Walton said after the shooting he “blacked out from the sh< * k ano tt* 
combination of liquor and marijuana 
“Were you scared?’ Weiford ask xl. 

“Yes " 

Walton said he later remembered McCoy awakening him in the field 
above where the girls were murdered. 

“He asked me what I did it for," Walton said. “I said 'what He said 

'shoot them girls."’ . . 

Walton said be told McCoy he didn't shoot the women, but suggestod 
they report the deaths to the police. This suggestion angered Ma.oy, Wal¬ 
ton testified, and McCoy "got mad " , 

McCoy hit him in the stomach and said, “We ain t goin to the law, he 

testified. 

Walton said be didn't recall seeing the bodies of the women 
Under intense cross-examination by I-armcr. Walton said he was telling 

» . . * I. ■ ,L!_ -J. £ fc a. mm t.i-il Ikr, a nil 


testify ^ 20-year-old die truth when he told investigators he knew nothing of the murders and 

„ Tftsented us key witnesses Tuesday m the 21 year recalled details when a “big" police officer picked him up at his work- 

O^idthS ^messes said he saw Jacob Wilson Bead kill two young place: and thro*! hitro bit him in the face, bending his glasses, and told 
. n_i v i- . uwin nt uunhani Pnrutumiac Pniintv him he could be hit so nothing would show. -. .. 


women on Briery Knob, a remote section of southern Pocahontas County. 

Johnnie Washington Uwis, of Hillsboro, said on the witness stand be 
recalled bearing gun shots and seeing one girl fall snd the other start running 
away from Beard. Beard shot the second girl then. Lewis testified. 

“Did you sec wbo shot her?" asked Prosecuting Attorney Walt Weiford. 
"Jacob," replied Lewis. 


him he could be hit so nothing would show. _ _ 

The officer took him into tbc back room of tic Marlinton State Police 
Detachment In there, Walton testified, the officer, identified as Sergeant 
Robert Estepp, shoved him from his chair ami placed his foot on Walton s 
neck. Walton sakl he was “intimidated" by Estepp’s actions, and subsequent¬ 
ly gave police a statement about the murders, but maintained that Lstcpp 


"Jacob," ^rlicdl-cw 1 * wo men because he saw Beard’s had not told him what to say that day when Weiford questioned him again 

Lewis said he believed Beard six* the women because ne saw ocara s n(imim .i,a Walton with tiuesiions about bis memory of t 


arm move at the same time he heard shots. Lewis testified be did not see a 
weapon because Beard’s bock was to him. 

"]>id you ever forget about what you'd seen?" Weiford asked. 

"Tried to but 1 couldn't,” Lewis said. 

No one had to help him remember anything, he said. 

The man testified be was seated in Arnold Cutlip's truck when Ik wit¬ 
nessed the murders I ewis lived with Cutlip at the time. 

He also placed Beard and former co-defendants Gerald Brown, Richard 
Fowler, Bill McCoy and Cutlip together at Droop Mountain Battlefield 
State Park as well as on Briery Knob in his testimony. 

Lewis said after the murders occurred he and Cutlip went to Hillsboro to 
a beer joint. I-ewts said be had only one beer, while Cutlip 
loaded’ 


HU? 1 URI HUH WIM 11 IU JflJ -- 7 i i (krt 

As Farmer pummeled Walton with questions about his memory Of the 
day the murders occurred and when and how it grew, Walton repeatedly said 
he remembered picking up the women. 

“You’re not afraid of Mr, Beard, are you?” Fanner asked 
Walton eyed Beard for several moments before answering in the nega¬ 
tive. He also said he did not fear Fowler and McCoy. 

“Because you don’t know wbo shot Ovse girls,' Farmer said. 

“Not for sure." Walton replied. 

“You’d be afraid of somebody you saw kill two people. Farmer stated. 
Walton agreed he would 

to Hillsboro to l anncr took each of Walton’s several statements and dissected t.em be- 
‘oot orettv well fore the jury, pointing out some inconsistencies in details, but Walton 
8 wc “ a?feed fa weiford that the gist of all the statements was the same alter 


1992. 


He lived with Cutlip only two or three days after the murders occurred, ^ ^ w ^ muft ie/ S in 1985 after a conversation 

Lewis said. _ .. . w i±h a co-worker at Dctcnai Slate Hospital. "I remembered we stopped and 

UwU ccita-l rememher CXMI, «hn he BIO police he d wit- be le.UT.ed 


nessed the minders. , „. . , 

But when he did tell police, Lewis testified thai a “big fellow shook 
his handcuffs at him and made him feel “nervous." Police did not tell him 
what lo say about ihe murders, Lewis said. 

Beard s defense attorney Stephen Farmer questioned Lewis extensively 
on his several statements to police, some of which reflect his being there 
when the murders occurred and souk of which reflect a denial he was there. 

"Sometimes you think you were there and sometimes you think you 
weren't there?’ Farmer inquired. 

"I think I was there," Lewis said. 

Weiford later asked Lewis why he at times said be wuxn t there. 

"Scared, 1 reckon," be replied, 

“Whv did you change your story?’ Weiford asked. 

“Scared," Lewis said. 

The prosecutor briefly addressed Arnold Cutlip's altidavii that says he 
was with Lewis all day on June 25, 1980, and they did not see Beard 

“If Amie CuUip claims not to have seen the killings, is dial Hue? 
Weiford asked. 

“No." Ixwis said. 

"Why would he say mmething that wasn't true?’ tbc prosecutor asked. 

“I don’t know,” Lewis said. 

"Would you change your story?’ 

“No" 

"If you didn't see these girls killed, now is the time to say" Weiford 
told i .ewis. 

“1 seen it" „ . 

I'k* «tt'sec!i!iQ!i T s other witiu*vs. Winters ( harks Walton* said be ic- 

called being on Briery Knob that day and placed Beard there with a weapon; 


picked up two girls," he testified . 

He dwelt on tbc memory, be said. "I pretty well thought of ti every 
day," he testified, fie started to remember more things, he testified. 

But Walton did not go lo the police with his recollections. "1 was hold¬ 
ing back." he testified. "I didn’t want to get involved." tfWV1 

When lead investigator Robert Allure questiiwied him in March, 1992, 
Walton said he provided Alkire with a list of people who were on Briery 
Knob that day. including Beard 

Walton also testified that he called Alkire on occasion because he 
"wanted to tell him about those two girls." 

The prosecution rested its case Monday, but will call one witness out of 
<*d(T 

Senior Status Judge Charles Itobban denied a defense motion for a di¬ 
rected verdict of acquittal. Fanner told the court the prosecution’s case was 
“guilt by association." 

l-obban said the evidence was sufficient to go to 'he jury 

Wednesday, May. 2A 

Jury hears serial killer’s confession to Rainbow Murders 

The jury in the Rainbow Murder Case heaid die confession of a convict¬ 
ed serial killer Wednesday. Joseph Paul Franklin, 50. confessed dial be 
killed the women because one of them sak! she dated hlack men and the oth¬ 
er said she would oo that if she had the chance. 

“So I just decided to waste them at that time," Franklin said. 

Ik-tense attorneys representing Jacob Beard played the video deposition 
that lasted over two hours 

Franklin has periodically confessed to and then denied committing the 
murders. Toe seif-piocUimed white supremacist is now on death row In 

* J> ■ Jf. _ ,L- _X_A Doiuvl line dJur-ra 


called beuig on Briery Knob that day and placed Beard ^ ■ Missouri Tor the murder of a man outside a synagogue. Beard has always 

however, Walton stopped short of saying be saw Beard shoot Ok two guts Uis ximicciux in u, e June 25. 1980, murders. 

Walton said be was with Fowler and McCoy when they found out two - ■ • - • ■ ■ • ■ •*■*--*-- 

_ ■ * * <* T’_ i J - * iL., lit**! ■ /\iiih 


Rainbow GirLs were in Rcnicks Valley. Fowler drove to the area just south 
of the Pocabontas-Gieenhrier county line and observed the women bitchhtk- 
ins. 

They picked up the girls, he sakl. and McCoy helped load their back- 
packs in the van. 

From there they drove In Gerald Brown’s trailer where McCoy made tel¬ 
ephone calls to invite others to party The girls left the van, he said, and 
McCoy and Fowler retrieved them. 

The group wenl to Droop Mountain Battlefield State Park where they 
met Paulmer "'Dodds" Adkisoa Christine Cook and Beard, Brown followed 
them to the park. Waltoo said, and Cutlip came along later with Ixwis, 

Walton recounted later being on Briery Knob where the group drank, and 
all the men but Cutlip smoked marijuana. Fowicr and McCoy wanted to 
have sex with the girts, Walton said, _ , 

ibosc advances were rejected, Walton testified, but Met oy and I-owler 
held the girls in the van. One fled from McCoy and asked him whv they 

. - * ni-1 l *—1.1 lu fliitn't Lriitut 


nuuiiv'j ura iiiihisaov. 

During the 1997 deposition Franklin said he picked up the women on 
an Interstate highway when he was headed west out of Virginia. He turned 
the conversation toward their feelings about blacks, he said, and had already 
planned to kill both women when they stopped at a convenience store where 
he purchased gasoline. 

Fianktin said he drove to a remote area KM5 minutes from the conven¬ 
ience store when be turned off onto a small road surrounded by trees and 
pulled a gun on tbc women as be told them be was going to rape them. 

Bmh women ret used his advances, be said, and he realized trying further 
would he futile; however, Franklin testified the threat of rape was a rose just 
to get the women out ol Ws ear. 

Franklin said be was either standing outside tbc car or on his way out of 
the car when he shot the first woman, the;; be fired a wiki shot at the one in 
the balk, shot the first woman again, then "whirled around and shot, aimed 
more carefully with both hands at the second one and shot ber in tbc head 
that time.” Franklin said be was a few feet uum the women at tbc time. 

He first said be pulled the woman m front out the diiver's side, hut dien 

Ii " m. 'L A f a... a. ii - - 1 'EX - arw-b A ■ In. ht M ■ ■ 1 1 ihal fe IkiSMI i IBi# ■ IliJt 


were doing this, he testified Walton said he told (be woman be didn t know. with defense aUomey Brandon Simms that be pulled them out on the 

McCoy and Fowler gave up on their pursuits, W alton testified, and left ^ their bodies beside the dirt road 

the van to "party." 

Walton said he was sealed in Fowler’s van behind the driver's real. He 
said he could sec Beard turning down tbc hit! with a nik. 


rnrtil /'imfnr’e t ’m clorr Prtri 


I *\t 


-VH*, IHIU -— —• 

I tBiiklin said be fled die homh and drove iHK in the same drre^lion hcW 
arrived. He met a car and averted his bead so the driver wouldn't recognize 
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Murder Trial 

age 2 


him, he %md He disposed of the women* duffel begs m "what appeared io 
he a chimp" sevenI mile* from wtere be shot the women, be said. 

The serial kilter said he was on bis way to Lexington, Kentucky, after 
be had robbed a bank in Burlington, North Caro'ma, on the previous day 
He traveled to Virginia Beach, Virginia, in the interim, he uttd Franklin 
said he was driving a block Chevrolet Nova that had been light blue before 
be painted it. That pattern matches vehicle paint chips found on one of the 
women's bodies, accnrd?ng to a Slate Police ('lime lab sergeant. 

Franklin described the gun be used to kill the women as a foreign made 
44 Magnum with a seven-and-a-half inch barrel In 1984 he dt^w a map of 
the area where he said he killed (he women Defense attorneys have called 
the map “detailed," while prosecutors have called it * vague " 

The women’s brckpack* were found nearly 60 miles from where the 
murdered women were fotixJ in a rhododendron thicket off Ri 60 near Hko. 

The confession was a videotaped deposition taken in October. 1997, by 
Prosecuting Attorney Walt Weiford and Simms, 

Prosccuiors had wanted to bring Franklin to West Virginia to testify in 
(heir case against Beard; however, Mis-ouri officials refused to gram Frank¬ 
lin travel tune Franklin also refused to speak with attorneys in the case in a 
moral video deposition because it would be the fourth time he has spoken 
with West Virginia authorities. According to lead investigator Robert AI* 
kire, Franklin said four was a bad number for him 

Another defense witness placed two women, one in a red sweatshirt, 
getting into a 1969-1971 Mack Chevrolet Nova. 

John Blake, of Maxwelton, said as he was driving Mane from work he 
iw two women heated north on Rt 219 just above Icwisburg Blake saVl 
be stopped at the Little Ciencral Store in Maxwelton and the women entered 
the store, as well, 

Blake said they left with a tall, thin male who had neither tattoos nor 
glasses. Franklin has both. 

The Maxwelton man positively identified the red Univer.it" of Iowa 
athletic department sweatshirt Santomero was wearing when her body was 
found on Briery Knob While Blake said H was sure one woman was wear* 
tng blue (cans, one was wearing fatigue pant, and the other lavender slacks. 

Blake sakl he could have seen the women as early as 3:30 p m or as 
late as 6 p m. 

Three police of Peers who former ly worked on this murder case testified 
for the defense. 

First Sergeant Mike Jordan, who operates out of Likins with the Bureau 
of Criminal Investigation, said be interviewed slate’s eyewitness Johnnie 
Lewis in June. 1992, when Lewis said he didn't sec die murders occur. 

Jordan, who in 1993 testified ihat he went to Marlimon to "btow ap*ift" 
Lewis 1 statement, said Wednesday that statement meant he wanted to 'pick 
apart his statements, the three of them, and see which one was the truth.' 

The sergeant said when he left the interview be believed Ijewis v as be¬ 
ing truthful when he said he didn't see the murders. Jordan said he inter* 
viewed Lewis only once and largely worked on another aspect of the investi¬ 
gation. 

Jordan also brought in another BO investigator, Dallas Wolfe, to Inter* 
view Lewis. 

Wolfe testified that 1 c wis said he was intimidated and had told ihc offic¬ 
ers what they wanted to hear when he said hr had wit exact! the shooting. 

Wolfe interviewed Winters Charles Walton in June, 1992, as well when 
Walton told him "he wasn’t sure whether he heard shots or whether he 
dreamed it" Wolfe testified. 

The investigator said be didn't challenge Walton s story until he said he 
couMn't remember wither he'd seen it or heard it 

Doth officers testified (hat they had not spoken to Lewis or Walton 
mnee June, 1992, and had not been involved any further m die investigation 
Another olficcr who was on the scene of die murders also testified for 
the defense, as wen Gary Hott, who was a State Police corporal stationed in 
Marlimon ai the time, said he recalled the bodies of two women on Briery 
Knot? in June, 1980. Hott said be noted a wet smear of bkmd on one wom¬ 
an's hand. These was no wound on her hand. Hott noted. The former Slate 
Police (’orporal said he noted no ligor mortis in citiier woman. 

Hott noted that dew had fallen and il was “clammy" outside. 

He said he coukd’t attempt a guess at a time of death and said under 
cix> , examination that the uncai of Mood could have occurred tf the bodies 
were moved 

Beard's former employer and a coworitcr testified on his behalf. 

Doth Alex Arbucklc, who is currently vice-president of Greenbrier t rac¬ 
tor Sales, and Karen Willis, who has been a bookkeeper there for over 20 
years, said il was not unusual foe GTS employees to write in a quilting time 
on their time cards since employees were frequently called out to work lor a 
customer in thr afternoons 

ArbuckJe said Beard was a good employee whose work was more than 
satisfactory. Beard was a good mechanic, ArbuckJe testified, who got his 
work done and was dependable 

Beard testified in 1993 that he was working in the field for a GTS cus¬ 
tomer whose name be couldn't remember on the afternoon of June 25,1980, 
and taler attended a meeting of tile Pocahontas County Board of liducation to 
oppose the consolidation of Hillsboro school with Marlimon. 

L ewis" former attorney, Marilyn Thompson, testified to what Lewis 
said to her when third parties were present Thompson could no! testify to 
anything Lewis told her alt Hie because of altonrey-cUent privilege 

Thompson said site had mi independent recollection ol tiny ol Lewis’ 
statements ami refreshed her memory by reading lie? 1993 testimony. 
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K«y defense witness testifies for Beard 

A former co-defendant in the Rainbow Murder CV.se lestified Thursday 
that he was with state’s eyewitness Johnnie Lewis all day the muidcrs oc¬ 
curred and saw oekbcf Jacob Beard mi the murders. 

Arnold Cull ip, of Marlimon. said Lewis lived with him and was with + 
him every day cutting locust posts. 

Lewis has testified that he was with Cut] ip on Briery Knob when he 
saw Beard shoot two women. 

On rhe day of the murders Cutlip said he and Lewis worked all morning 
cutting toiUftt posts, then delivered the posts to a customer in Buckeye. AT 
ter he was paid, Cutlip said, he and Lewis went to Marlimon where he made 
arrangements to purchase a pickup truck from Paulmer "Buddy" Adkison, 
Cutlip said he and Lewis intermittently drank liquor and beer all afternoon, 
slipping at two different bars to drink beer, ax well as purchasing two 12- 
poefcs of beer to have on flic road. 

Cutlip said be and Lewis were at Droop Mountain Battlefield State htik 
tor a brief period with Attiuson, but did not see Bcard's Jonner uwJelcndafits 
i vcnild Brown, Richard Fowler and Bill McCoy or the prosecution’s other 
eyewitness, Winters Charles Walton 

Other witnesses have placed ail those people at die park entrance and 
one witness tcstltfied she saw two unfamiliar women in Fowler’s van 

Cutlip said he did hear community rumors dial Beard had committed the 
murders and was asked if he was alraid ol Beard The witness said be told 
people he was not. 

Under C f vs examination. Gudin admitted that he had himself said Beard 
may have committed the murders, but testified later that he also had specu¬ 
lated that Biown and a companion may have killed Santomero and Durian 
Prosecutor Steplren Dolly asked Cutlip ah* mi a state mem be bud given 
police just otic week alter the murders occurred. Dolly said that statement re¬ 
flected some details that were not in Cutlip 1 * testimony, while if did not in¬ 
clude other details Cutlip now recalls. 

Cutlip said be did not read the document before be signed it. 

Ihc witness said he was offered immunity in the murders if he testified 
against Beard, N't not if he told any other narrative of the day. He did not 
accept the agreement and testified he could again be charged with the mines 
“I Just couldn’t do ft," Cutlip testified. "I know what Johnnie sa>d 
wasn’t true” 

"It Johnnie Ijewis is telling the truth and if Bee Wee Walton is idling 
the truth and if the folks who say they saw the defendant and Pee Wee and 
Bill McCoy and you and Rtdne Fowler are teUing the truth you could be in 
trouble, couldn't you7" Dolly asked 
k 1.ooks like it," Cutlip said. 

“You have a personal stake in making >uie these folks (the fury) do not 
believe Johnnie Lewis and the rest of the Stale's witnesses 1 " Dully inquired 
“l know nothing about the others, 1 know about Johnnie Lewis,” Cutlip 
said 

Beard's wife, Linda Beard (citified on behalf of her husband, 
lands BcanJ deacribod a hardworkmg husband who had a good job and a 
loving family who worked alongside bun on the farm “We were a team," 
she said. 


She lestified her husband came borne around 5:30 p m on June 23. 
] 980, they ale supper and left to attend a meeting of (he Wn^fthontas County 
Board of F Ju c ouuo where consobdatioii ol Hiliaboro School with Marlin 


tew was to be a topic 

She called her husband ai 3;50 p m to remind him of the meeting and 
to ask him to bring home some turns from the store she testified. 

Ijnda Beard said her husband was "definitely mT drink mg that e vening 
and exhibited no uctiiily behavior at die meeting where several people were 
ang> and speaking loudly 

1 hcv arrived ai the meeting on tunc the said, hut had to wait outside 


Tor a time because the meeting wm delayed to accommodate die large crowd 
that attended. They waited with ftuty and Roger Mtt and “Sheeto'’ and Nora 
I xu Workman, Linda Beard testified 

She was working the II p»m.*7 a m shift at Denmar Stale Hospital, 
she testified, and left the meeting early. Her husband rode home with the 
Prttts, she said 

Linda Beard found out about the murders of two young women on 
Briery Knob when she arrived at work, she said, but no one had any details 
about the crimes, including the identities of die women 

She tesitifed she loved her husband and very much wanted him lo be 
with her, 

Linda Beard 1 % cousin, Patiicia Westfall, formerly Pritt, also lestified (hat 
Beard was neither drinking nor urnuly at the board of education meeting 
Westfall placed Jacob Beard outside the board of education meeting before 
7:30 pm 

Roger Pritt’s 1993 testimony was read into the record. It mirrored that 
of Westfall*i. Roger Priu is now deceased 

Another wiuiess hat testified Beard was drinking ai the meeting 
GeraJd Brown's former wife, Drema, testified that she was at home most 
of the day on June 25, 1980, and no one visited their Droop Mountain 
home Drerrta Brown said she would recall if Fowler had slopped by, par¬ 
ticularly If he brought two young women 
(jerak) Brown is now deceased. 

Drema Brown said she clearly recalled the events of the iky because her 
mother and sister were arriving from Ohio Lhat evening She said she ran out 
of cleaning fluid and went to the Droop Cash Siore to purchase some fhe 
store was out of cleaning fluid, so she went to her aunt’s home to tell her 
she was going to Hillsboro to make Uic purchase 

She said she warned someone to know where she was in case her family 
arrived, >ne said 

The witness also testified that Fowler, Beard and McCoy did not come 
to her home that evening to viash out FowJer's van, Brown said access to 
water was around the bade of the traila, but said plywood was nailed over 
the bnt water healer in the trailer’s front 

Brown lestified that her husband came home drunk ml wanted her to 
transport him to move a log truck. They left Nunc about dusk, she said 
Drema Brown's sister, Ten Kershner, testified that she, loo, remembered 
no one else visiting the Brown borne Lhat evening Kershner said she and her 
mother visited other family in Ihc area for a time that evening, Kershner re¬ 
membered Brown made pork loin and green beans for dinner that evening, 
she said, as was the i adition in the family. 

State's witnesses have placed Fowler’s van at Brown's trailer on two 
different occasions that day, once in the early afternoon and once later in the 
evening when one witness said he saw Beard, McCoy and Fowler washing 
out the back of the van with a water hose, 

Friday. M»v 26 

Beard denies committing murders, can’t say where he was 

The man on trial foi murdering two young women hitchhiking to a 
Rainbow Family f lathering in 1980 took the stand in his own defense Fri¬ 
day, denying involvement in the crimes* but unable to say where lie wan 
conclusively for a period of several hours, 

Thd you kill these young ladies?" lead defease attorney Stephen Fanner 
asked. 

u No t sir, I did not,” Beard answered 

Jacob Wilson Beard, a Pocahontas County native, testified that he was 
only casually familiar with former co-defendanu Richard Fowler, Bill Mc¬ 
Coy and Arnold Cutlip, while he said lie did know former co-defendant Ger¬ 
ald Brown from a business relationship 

The defendant testified the ordeal had been difficult, "It's been very 
hard, " he said. “!l f s destroyed my family." 

Beard leld he was working all day on June 25, 1980, for Greenbrier 
Tractor Sales, His time card for lhat thy shows a handwritten check-out tune 
of 5:15 p,m. Beard was mrt in the shop at GTS the remainder ol the week, 
but out on service calls for customer* noted on the card Times for June 26 
ami 27 are hand-written, as well, by someone other than Beard. 

He was home by 5:45 p m., he said. Ijtier, Beard said, he attended a Po¬ 
cahontas County Board of Education meeting where the consolidation ol 
Hillsboro School with Marlimon, 

Parmer asked Beard to name all the farms between GTS aud his home 
near Hillsboro Beard named over a half-dozen farms that pauoiazcd GTS 
while be worked there. Bui he could not conclusively pinpoint at which one 
he stopped. Beard said be nuiy have been delivering a pan rata it than making 
a service call, but be could not recall exactly where he was. 

"I widi! could," Beard testified. "1 have tried to remember " 

Beard laid he knew he left OTS for wink purposes, otherwise be would 
have punched out. 

The defendant .said he hod gone to farms to find records, but none was 
available. ‘They don't keep than that long, apparently," be said. 

GTS always kept a record of work oclivilies, but none was available 
when he tried to obtain them in 1993, be said. Iiecausc those record* ore de¬ 
stroyed after 10 years, "In 1980 there would have been either a repair order, a 
parts ticket or a warranty claim to verify where Jake Beard was," he testified. 

Beard said he remembered that his wife had c?ticd him lo remind him of 
the board of education meeting and to ask he bring home some items from 
the store. He produced a receipt fr«n J & K Market in the amount of $19.95 
for June 25, 1980; however, under cross examination. Beard admitted that 
neither a time nor a name is associated with the purchase on the receipt. 

As he traveled home that evening, ihc defendant testified he saw (’tins 
line Cook, now Borcbert with Paulmcr ’Buddy" AdkLson and his former CO* 
defendant Bill McCoy with two unfamiliar women at a place called "Lover's 
Lane “ Beard placed the group there at 5:30 p.m 

Borehcvl lestified she did not know Beard then and could not place him 
on Droop Mountain tiiat day, although she did place McC'oy and another ai- 
defendani, Richard L : owlcr, at the entrance to Drtxip Mountain Battlefield 
State Park, along with two women she didn't know. 

Beard testified he arrived a! Ihc hoard of education meeting between 7:15 
and 7:20 p m., 10 minutes bekHe It was scheduled to begin. Ihc meeting 
was held in the elementary school cafeteria he testified, but die location did 
mg change, as another witness has testified 

Ik testified he was not driiking dial day and only drank a small amount 
on weekends al home, never i Ikith or out wiih other people; however, 
Beard said the 1983 death of his father caused bun to drink more heavily. M ) 
loved my dad very deeply," he testified. "I was up&ct." 

By that time, Beard was already a suspect in the slayings of Santomero 
and Durian because of a telephone call he made to Durian’s father in Iowa in 
early July, 1982. Beard said he made the calls because he'd read an article ui 
a newspaper about the unsolved murders. Efforts to find an anniversary arL 
cle about the murders in die three publications he read, including this news¬ 
paper were unsuccessful, be said, 

”1 thought it was awful iwo girls had died in our home county and they 
hadn't found the killer,” he testified T hdd Linda if this was our daughia 
I’d be on the police every day io laid out what had happened. I thought 
maybe the parents could prod the police into doing something or bring in 
another taw enforcement agency " 

He said he told Howard Durian he didn't believe the police m the area 
were cafiablc of solviug die utuie, but addul be diought the Pocahontas 
County Sheriffs Department was in charge of the investigation. T may 
have tokJ him the pei>pk in the area were sorry that it luippetied in our area." 

He didn’t give his name to Howard Durian, be said, because he thought 
“it would be better not to become involved in it, 1 didn't know anything 
about the murders/' he testified. 

Beard said be got the Durian's telephone number through an operator. 
He testifi^l he ihd mg also call the New York family because he could ikh 
say Saiitomcfo. 

A month later. Beard testified, he was contacted by police and voluntari¬ 
ly went to State Police headquarters in Marlintofi where for die first tune he 
met Sergeant Robert Aik ire. 

Beard said he cooperated with police in the interview and admitted mak¬ 
ing the tolcpfaiaie calls. 

Stephen Dolly of the Prosecuting Attorney's institute asked Beaid to 
use bis own time line to determine at which farm he might have stopped 
Dolly said (arms in Franklord could he eliminated because Beard could 
not have seen Cook, Adkison and McCoy at Lover's Lane 15 minutes Lata 
because ol driving time. Dolly also said the clockout time of 5;IS p.m. 
meant Beard could not have stopped at (arms north ui Droop Mountain U he 
bad seen the trio ai 5:30 p.m iWv, Dolly amcluded. Beard's whereabouts 
were rum.wed to two farms near Rcitick. Beard appeared to agree with all 
Dolly's assumptions, but could not say with certainty he was at cither farm 
But Dolly's presumption that Beard bad gotten Durian’s telephone 
number because he might have been still in possession of some of the vic¬ 
tim's belongings met with an emphatically negative answer from Beard 
The prosecution put on seven witnesses in rebuttal in an attempt to de¬ 
fuse the defense's case for Beard. 

three witnesses testified to disatriii Joseph Paul Franklin's cutuesstun 
to the murders Franklin's October, 1997, deposition played » port in Senior 
Status Judge Charles Lobban's dcosKio to grant Beard a new trial Thai two- 
hour deposition was played for the jury in this Inal since Franklin refused to 
grant attorneys a second chance to depose him 

Robert Cassidy, of Nash vibe, Tennessee, said he sold a Browning 30.06 
to Franklin either on June 24 or June 25, 1980. Cassidy said be recalled the 
dale because Tuesday and Wednesday were his only days off Crum CSX Rail- 
mod and hod been oach week for 20 yean 

The NashviUc man said he hod advertised four guns separately tn the 


Trader’s Pool a free publication, between June 16 and June 23, 1980, and 
knew he sold the Browning 30.06 after the advertisement ran out 

Cassidy said he got a phone coll from a man in a nearby town and gave 
him directions. He recalled the nan as being six feet tail and about 180 
pounds with reddish hair and glasses with one thick lens. Cassidy said the 
man never smiled M l couldn't break that personality,’* be said 

The man picked up rbc gun in Cassidy’s kitchen and aimed it, Cassidy 
said, and then said he'd take the weapon, giving Casikty $400 in cash 

"He had a rod that would choke a mule." Cassidy testified 

Franklin is legally blind in his right eye and has i habit cf either wear¬ 
ing wigs or coloring his hair He has admitted robbing a bank in Burting- 
Ion, North Carolina, on June 24, 1980. 

Six months later Cassidy was visited by FBI agents who asked him to 
identify a picture of the man who bought his gun. But Cassidy told those 
agents in 1980 (hat be sold the gun on July 5 He had not changed his story 
until 1998 when he testified in a hearing in Uwisburg. Cassidy aid he 
could not have sold the gun on July 5, a Saturday, because be was working 
that day H is my 100% belief that l wild the gun on the 24th or 25th,' 
Cassidy said 

Sergeant Sieve Dawson testified he had checked out Franklin's map, 
which he drew m 1984. H i don't think it’s an accurate depiction myself,” 
Dawson said ’ll aJJ took place on the other side of die food. That’s not how 
it was.” 

The sergeant also said he checked mileage from the scene where the bod¬ 
ies of Santomero anti Durian were found to the irumtaie and found it was 
30.5 miles. Dawson said on a normal day travel would take 45 minutes 
Franklin said he traveled less tbv, i5 **!.-£* with the women before be 
shot them 

And David Sterling, who p sides in a fetlcraJ penitentiary in Floreiwe, 
Colorado, said Franklin told b^n he hadn't cot watted the murders of Santo- 
mero and Durian. 

Sterling said be wrote a letter to the FBI after he saw Franklin's ap¬ 
pear anc e on the CBS news program 60 Minutes IS Franklin's confession on 
that program did not match the story Franklin told him in prison, Sterling 
said. 

Sterling said Franklin began to udk about the West Virginia murders in 
terms lhat closely mirrored another murder he’d committed in cither Ohio or 
Wisconsin. He began to discuss the West Virginia case after a reporter visit¬ 
ed him in Marion, Illinois. Sterling sold Franklin told him he got informa¬ 
tion on the case from newspapers, but never showed him the articles. 

Sterling said Franklin was talking about religion and M s^ving his soul 
or w^at vas left of it" when he denied killing Santomero and Durian M He 
said *1 swear to God I didn't do that. I wasn't any where near there when that 
happened, " Sterling testified. 

The prisoner testified he neither sought nor expected any favors in ex¬ 
change for his tcaiiuouy. 

Lead investigator Robert Allure was back on the stand to refute some of 
BeaitTs evidence in testimuny. 

Allure said be asked for all work records from Greenbrier Tractor Sales 
pertaining to Beard's activities on June 25, 1980. "The only thing we could 
find was a time card," Aikirr testified 

Grace Hanna testified that she saw Beard's former co-defendant Arnold 
Cutlip between 2 and 2:30 pjn. on June 25, 1980, on the side of Droop 
Mountain with Johnnie Lewis. Paulmcr Adkison and Christine Cook. Cut- 
lip, whose affidavit also prompted Lobban'to grant Beard a new trial, testi¬ 
fied that be saw Hanna between 5 and 5:30 p.m. that day. 

Mike Hively testified that access to hot water was available in the front 
of Gerald Brown’s trailer. Hively said be believed that a dour to the hot wa¬ 
ter healer was still in place in the summer of 1980, During deer season of 
that year, Hively said be believed Brown replaced the door with a piece of 
plywood, which was not nailed in place, but set in place of the door. Biown 
is now deceased. Hively is Brown's half-brother and was bis next door 
neighbor. 

Brown's former wife, Darina, testified Out the plywood was nailed there 
and that access lo water was in back of her home. 

A prosecution witness placed Beard, Fowler and McCoy at Brown’s 
trailer washing out Fowler’s van with a hose 

A friend of key prosecution witness Johnnie Ixwis testified lhat Lewis 
told him be was on Briery Knob the day of the murders Droop Mountain 
resident Jerry Mormon said Lewis told him a year later that 'he was back 
there" the day Santomero and Durian were killed. 
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Rainbow prosecutor taken ill, judge denies defense motion 
Tor mint rial 

Prosecutor Stephen Dolly will take over closing arguments in the Rain¬ 
bow Murder Case after Pocahontas County Prosecuting Attorney Walt Wei- 
ford was hospitalized Tuesday, reportedly with a lung infectirm 

Weiford was transported to Charleston Area Medical Center, Memorial 
Division. 

I Jolly, who has skied Weiford throughout the trial, will have an hour to 
argue for the state in its case against Jacob Beard. 

A member of Beard’s defense team, George CvticUe, made a motion for 
a mistrial with prejudice, meaning Beard could never again be prosecuted for 
the murders. 

f astcllc said he compared the testimonies of 10 prosecution witnesses 
and found "deeply troubling results * 

Those witnesses have changed (heir testimonies. Casldle said, and al¬ 
leged a "concerted effort by someone on the prosecution team" to elicit 
"massive coordinated perjury." 

Caxtdle further alleged that Ihc prosecution hod concocted the story 
against Beard in an attempt to convict a man they knew to be innocent. 

Dolly took exception to Cuielle's argument, pointing out that the de¬ 
fense attorney had imi evidence of "a conspiracy on the part ol the state " The 
pmsecuto said that inference boidered m the insular,g 

Lobbaj denied the motion, saying credibility of wiineses wax for the 
jury to determine "This ts not a matter the court takes away from the jury," 
Ixibban said 

The judge will instruct tire jury Wednesday morning. Closing argu¬ 
ments arc expected to conclude in the afternoon. 
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Bean! was on trial for the second time In connection with the 1980 slay¬ 
ings of Nancy Santomero, 19, of Huntington, l-ong Island, New York, and 
Vicki Durian, 26. or Welhnan, Iowa. 

The jury heard eight days of testimony in the case that began on a sum¬ 
mer evening in 1980 when the bodies of .Santomero and Durian were found 
shot to death at close range on Briery Knob, remote section in southern Po¬ 
cahontas County. 

‘Truth wins in the end," the 54-year-old Beard commented after the ver¬ 
dict. Beard said be would spend a few days relaxing and then celebrate with 
his daughters. 

"I don't know that this will prove it to everyone," Beard said. “People 
who know me know I didn't do this. My conscience is clear." 

Beard cannot again be charged with the crimes he was indicted far in 
1993 and convicted of that same year by a Greenb er Ct unty jury, Thai jury 
recommended no mercy meaning Beard would never be eligible for parole; 
however, five and one-half years into his sent -ncc, Senior Status Judge 
Charles Cobban set aside the jury's verdict and gran 1 id Beard a new trial 
based on the deposition of a convicted serial killer and the affidavit of 
Beard’s fcimcr co-defendants. 

Serial killer Joseph Paul Franklin said be killed the women because one 
of them said she dated blacks and the other said she would have no problem 
doing so. Prosecutors disputed Franklin's confessior., saying that his details 
of the crimes did not match the physical evidence in the case. Franklin also 
drew a map of the area which prosecutors called “vague" and defense attor¬ 
neys called “detailed." 

Arnold CuUip, who was indicted along with Beard in 1993, testified be 
was with prosecution witness Johnnie Lewis on the day the women were 
muiJered and they saw neither Beard nor the woovn 

Beard's defense team was tearful, and at the same time jubilant upon 
bearing the verdict, public defender George Caste lie openly shedding tears 
while others hugged Beard and his wife, Linda. 

lead defense attorney Stephen Farmer, who represented Beard in his first 
trial, was happy with the verdict. “It's a great day," Fanner said, “The sys¬ 
tem took a long lime to work. It's been eight years and now be gets to go 
home and live with his wife." 

Beard was arrested for die murders in 1992. 

Beard said be was “forever Indebted" to Fanner, Miles Morgan and 
public defender George Castelle for the defense he was provided during his 
11-day trial in Sutton and throughout the last eight wars. Candle has been 
a volunteer on the case for the past several months, Beard said. 

Farmer said be had no doubts about the outcome of the case, particularly 
since Beard himself believed so strongly in hi* Innocence, "Mr. Beard was 
so patient and so believing in the system," Farmer commented “His belief 
and confidence in 'he system never wavered so mine couldn' t either.'* 

"They poured their hearts into it," Beard said of his defense team 
The prosecution team left the court room quickly after the jury was re¬ 
leased, later, lead investigator Robert Alkire, who has worked on the case 
since the evening of the murders, said he was disappointed, but accepting of 
the jury’s verdict. 

"The system we have is the best system In the world," Alkire said. 
“You’ve got to accept what the jury says. There’s still one more judge Mr. 
Beard has to go through." 

Although the outcome is not what Alkire said be expected, he was re¬ 
lieved that the case was finally over 

Two members of the jury said Thursday a lack of evidence from the 
prosecution sealed their decision. “We looked at all the points of conten¬ 
tion," one jury memher elaborated. “Wc went on the basis of the evidence 
Wc felt the defense was correct and certain things were not convincing 
enough than the prosecution to merit a guilty verdict." 

Bcanl said be was “optimistic about this jury from the beginning" and 
wanted to thank them for sifting through die evidence. 

A few prosecution witnesses testified they withheld information from 
investigators because they had been threatened or fdt threatened by Beard. 

"Itierc'sdiot one witness the prosecution put up who has anything to 
fear from me," Bcanl said, 

13"; former Hillsboro man said he will stay in the LewLvburg area u ith 
his wife for the next few weeks and return to fanning, a funner occupation. 
Baud said he wiU begin working for Charlie Long and Bill irons. I one and 
Irons were two of three men who posted Beard's 1100,000 bond In 1992 
Beard said he will return to Florida for a time, hut has not ruled out the 
I^wisburg area as a permanent home because his wife has employment near 
there; however, Beard’s two daughters reside in Florida and he said he didn’t 
know if be wanted to live so far from them. He will return to Florida later 
this month to tie up loose ends there, he said. 

“We have a lot of talking to do in the next few weeks." he commented. 
"I’m glad it’s aver." 

Over lor Beard, but not for two families still grieving after 20 year, and 
still looking for answers about the brutal murders of their daughters and 
sisters. 

Kathy Santomero-Meehan said Thursday she was still numb after hear¬ 
ing the jury's decision. “I wish the evidence was strong enough the jury 
didn't have wry doubt," Santomero-Meehan said. “1 hope the future brings us 

more enlightenment. Somebody killed her and it seemed like Baud was the 
one." 

Santomero-Meehan said she hoped someone would still come forward 
with answers about the murder of her sister, Nancy. 

She said her father was disappointed at die verdict 
Vicki Durian's sister, Mary Kauffman, said she was in shock when she 
heard the jury’s verdict shortly after it was rendered. 

Kauffman said frotn the evidence she had seen and beard over the years 
she fell the prosecution had the right man. “1 feel a guilty man is now walk¬ 
ing free," she said. 

However, she said she appreciated the people who had worked so hard 
and so diligently on this case for the last 20 years and “to the people who 
had the courage to testify on Vicli’t and Nancy’s behalf." 

“Your efforts will not he forgotten," Kauffman said. 

''My hope is that we, the family, will uow be able to remember Vicki 
tor the loving, caring person she was and all the fun we shared with her in 
her 26 years of life. Now maybe we will not have to be constantly reminded 
of the fear and terror Vicki and Nancy must have fell in theii last hours on 
earth.” she said. 

Kauffman said she bad faith that God knows “exactly who was involved 
in tins crime and the part they played." 

“God’s judgment and punishment fix this act will be more s e v ere than 
any punishment the courts could have,*’ she said. 

Santomero-Meehan and her mother traveled to Sutton for the first pan 
of this trial Kauffman attended a portion of Beard's 1993 trial, but was not 
able to come to West Virginia this year 

Both Santomcrc-Mcchan and Kau&nann said their families had discussed 
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filing a civil suit, but had not decided to do so yet 

During closing arguments, Fanner pointed to Alkire as one of the 87 
reasons Beard was innocent of the crimes. 

Farmer alleged that Alkire bad c cbestrated the case against Beard and 
coerced several witnesses into changing their stories to incriminate his cli¬ 
ent. , . . 

The defense attorney listed several prosecution witnesses who had 
changed their stories after spending time with Alkire. including Santomero 
and Durian’s traveling companion Elizabeth Johndrow, who first said she 
left the women at 1 p.m. on June 25, 1980, the day of the murders, and ther 
changed her testimony in 1993, saying oie believed she parted from them at 
Richmond, Virginia, on June 24. _ , 

“If Jacob Beard goes to jail in this case then none of us are Tree. Our fa¬ 
milies aren’t free, our children aren’t free. We’ll all have to be scared that 20 
years from now somebody is going lo make up a story about us,” the attor¬ 
ney argued. The prosecution's case is like a puff of smoke, Fanner said, 
"every lime you get bold of it, It slips through your fingers " 

Farmer stud Beard's inability to recall exactly where he was on the after¬ 
noon of June 25, 1980, was not a reason to find him guilty. “He’s been 
brutally honest about the fact he can’t remember where be slopped," the at¬ 
torney said. “If he wanted to he could have made up a story The reason you 
should believe him is because he wouldn’t do that.’ 

Beard, Farmer told the jury, was just a man who worked hard as a me¬ 
chanic and was taking care of a family, while the slate would "have you be¬ 
lieve Mr. Beard for no reason at all, and totally out of character, shot these 
women" 

Farmer asked the jury lo recall the confession of Joseph Paul Franklin, 
who “had the resume to do what he did. He traveled around the country doing 
it over and over," Farmer said. 

The defense attorney noted that Franklin had confessed to the murders in 
19H4 and drew a map that detailed the area where the murders were commit- 
led. 

Farmer touched on the defense’s other theory of the case, that .Santo¬ 
mero and Durian were kilted by Beard's former co-defendant. Gerald Brown, 
and his companion Bobby Lee Morrison, more during closing arguments 
than he had throughout the defense case. Several people who testified fix the 
prosecution did so to protect Brown and Morrison, tire defense attorney al¬ 
leged, including Mike and Odessa Hivcly, Brown’s half-brother and sistcr-in- 
iaw, and Dale Morrison, Grace Hanna, and Betty Bennett Prill, Bobby Lee 
Morrison's brother, mother and close friend. 

None of those people came forward when Brown anJ Morrison were 
jailed for the murders in 1983, the defense attorney said, and did not speak 
with investigators until 1992 when Beard was charged. 

Prosecutor Stephen Doliy. who took over closing arguments alter Poca¬ 
hontas County Prosecuting Attorney Wall Weiford was hospitalized Tues¬ 
day, told the jury the premise of a conspiracy against Beard wasn’t heliev 
able, noting that Alkire was “not out to gel an innocent man. For all that 
fingcrpouuing at Bob Alkire. where’s the evidence to back it up?" Dolly 
asked the jury. 

“We wouldn't be here today if it weren’t for Ihr.i phone call he made to 
Vicki Durian's father," Dolly advised the jury. “And that’s where he went 
too far. (Alkire) was put on to the defendant because of the defendant's own 
actions" 

Franklin's confession was not credible and didn’t work, Doily said. 
Franklin, the prosecutor said, had some information and knew what people 
wanted to bear. “He's just like the guys who tell fortunes and read palms," 
Dolly argued. “He’ll give you what you want to hear, but nothing you can 


n; 


Franklin’s confession kept people coming to see him, Dolly said, and 
bought him more time on Missouri s death row. And if Franklin had been 
allowed to travel to West Virginia to testify in this case, as the prosecution 
planned, he'd have some “windshield therapy." 

"He’s not worth much belief." the prosecutor said. 

As for the Brown/Morrison theory, Dolly reminded the jury they bad 
heard no evidence about them. Dolly said Brown’s former wife, Drcma, was 
more likely the witness testifying to protect biro. Drema Brown first told 
her story in 1983. Dolly said, and “now she’s stuck " 

The possibilites narrowed to Beard, IXilly said, reminding the jury that 
the prosecution witnesses had no stake in the outcome, while two notable 
defense witnesses. Beard aid his wife. Linda, had much riding on the jury’s 
verdict 

“It all comes down lo the ’team,’’’ Dolly said using Linda Beard’s de¬ 
scription of her marital relationship. ’Tell me they don’t have a stake in 

this." 

“When you look at the face of Jacob Beard, you look at the face of a 
man who has already committed murder twice,” Dolly told the jury “There 
is not much that would stop him now to keep his freedom " 

A female juror was dismissed Wednesday morning and replaced with a 
male alternate, causirg the jury to have exactly the same 10-man, two- 
woman make-up as the Greenbrier County jury that convicted Beard. 

The 20-vear oH Rainbow Murders are once again officially unsolved. 


Orchids... 

To the Pocahontas Community Club for its wonderful after prom 
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Bean! was on trial for the second time In connection with the 1980 slay¬ 
ings of Nancy Santomero, 19, of Huntington, l-ong Island, New York, and 
Vicki Durian, 26. or Welhnan, Iowa. 

The jury heard eight days of testimony in the case that began on a sum¬ 
mer evening in 1980 when the bodies of .Santomero and Durian were found 
shot to death at close range on Briery Knob, remote section in southern Po¬ 
cahontas County. 

‘Truth wins in the end," the 54-year-old Beard commented after the ver¬ 
dict. Beard said be would spend a few days relaxing and then celebrate with 
his daughters. 

"I don't know that this will prove it to everyone," Beard said. “People 
who know me know I didn't do this. My conscience is clear." 

Beard cannot again be charged with the crimes he was indicted far in 
1993 and convicted of that same year by a Greenb er Ct unty jury, Thai jury 
recommended no mercy meaning Beard would never be eligible for parole; 
however, five and one-half years into his sent -ncc, Senior Status Judge 
Charles Cobban set aside the jury's verdict and gran 1 id Beard a new trial 
based on the deposition of a convicted serial killer and the affidavit of 
Beard’s fcimcr co-defendants. 

Serial killer Joseph Paul Franklin said be killed the women because one 
of them said she dated blacks and the other said she would have no problem 
doing so. Prosecutors disputed Franklin's confessior., saying that his details 
of the crimes did not match the physical evidence in the case. Franklin also 
drew a map of the area which prosecutors called “vague" and defense attor¬ 
neys called “detailed." 

Arnold CuUip, who was indicted along with Beard in 1993, testified be 
was with prosecution witness Johnnie Lewis on the day the women were 
muiJered and they saw neither Beard nor the woovn 

Beard's defense team was tearful, and at the same time jubilant upon 
bearing the verdict, public defender George Caste lie openly shedding tears 
while others hugged Beard and his wife, Linda. 

lead defense attorney Stephen Farmer, who represented Beard in his first 
trial, was happy with the verdict. “It's a great day," Fanner said, “The sys¬ 
tem took a long lime to work. It's been eight years and now be gets to go 
home and live with his wife." 

Beard was arrested for die murders in 1992. 

Beard said be was “forever Indebted" to Fanner, Miles Morgan and 
public defender George Castelle for the defense he was provided during his 
11-day trial in Sutton and throughout the last eight wars. Candle has been 
a volunteer on the case for the past several months, Beard said. 

Farmer said be had no doubts about the outcome of the case, particularly 
since Beard himself believed so strongly in hi* Innocence, "Mr. Beard was 
so patient and so believing in the system," Farmer commented “His belief 
and confidence in 'he system never wavered so mine couldn' t either.'* 

"They poured their hearts into it," Beard said of his defense team 
The prosecution team left the court room quickly after the jury was re¬ 
leased, later, lead investigator Robert Alkire, who has worked on the case 
since the evening of the murders, said he was disappointed, but accepting of 
the jury’s verdict. 

"The system we have is the best system In the world," Alkire said. 
“You’ve got to accept what the jury says. There’s still one more judge Mr. 
Beard has to go through." 

Although the outcome is not what Alkire said be expected, he was re¬ 
lieved that the case was finally over 

Two members of the jury said Thursday a lack of evidence from the 
prosecution sealed their decision. “We looked at all the points of conten¬ 
tion," one jury memher elaborated. “Wc went on the basis of the evidence 
Wc felt the defense was correct and certain things were not convincing 
enough than the prosecution to merit a guilty verdict." 

Bcanl said be was “optimistic about this jury from the beginning" and 
wanted to thank them for sifting through die evidence. 

A few prosecution witnesses testified they withheld information from 
investigators because they had been threatened or fdt threatened by Beard. 

"Itierc'sdiot one witness the prosecution put up who has anything to 
fear from me," Bcanl said, 

13"; former Hillsboro man said he will stay in the LewLvburg area u ith 
his wife for the next few weeks and return to fanning, a funner occupation. 
Baud said he wiU begin working for Charlie Long and Bill irons. I one and 
Irons were two of three men who posted Beard's 1100,000 bond In 1992 
Beard said he will return to Florida for a time, hut has not ruled out the 
I^wisburg area as a permanent home because his wife has employment near 
there; however, Beard’s two daughters reside in Florida and he said he didn’t 
know if be wanted to live so far from them. He will return to Florida later 
this month to tie up loose ends there, he said. 

“We have a lot of talking to do in the next few weeks." he commented. 
"I’m glad it’s aver." 

Over lor Beard, but not for two families still grieving after 20 year, and 
still looking for answers about the brutal murders of their daughters and 
sisters. 

Kathy Santomero-Meehan said Thursday she was still numb after hear¬ 
ing the jury's decision. “I wish the evidence was strong enough the jury 
didn't have wry doubt," Santomero-Meehan said. “1 hope the future brings us 

more enlightenment. Somebody killed her and it seemed like Baud was the 
one." 

Santomero-Meehan said she hoped someone would still come forward 
with answers about the murder of her sister, Nancy. 

She said her father was disappointed at die verdict 
Vicki Durian's sister, Mary Kauffman, said she was in shock when she 
heard the jury’s verdict shortly after it was rendered. 

Kauffman said frotn the evidence she had seen and beard over the years 
she fell the prosecution had the right man. “1 feel a guilty man is now walk¬ 
ing free," she said. 

However, she said she appreciated the people who had worked so hard 
and so diligently on this case for the last 20 years and “to the people who 
had the courage to testify on Vicli’t and Nancy’s behalf." 

“Your efforts will not he forgotten," Kauffman said. 

''My hope is that we, the family, will uow be able to remember Vicki 
tor the loving, caring person she was and all the fun we shared with her in 
her 26 years of life. Now maybe we will not have to be constantly reminded 
of the fear and terror Vicki and Nancy must have fell in theii last hours on 
earth.” she said. 

Kauffman said she bad faith that God knows “exactly who was involved 
in tins crime and the part they played." 

“God’s judgment and punishment fix this act will be more s e v ere than 
any punishment the courts could have,*’ she said. 

Santomero-Meehan and her mother traveled to Sutton for the first pan 
of this trial Kauffman attended a portion of Beard's 1993 trial, but was not 
able to come to West Virginia this year 

Both Santomcrc-Mcchan and Kau&nann said their families had discussed 
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filing a civil suit, but had not decided to do so yet 

During closing arguments, Fanner pointed to Alkire as one of the 87 
reasons Beard was innocent of the crimes. 

Farmer alleged that Alkire bad c cbestrated the case against Beard and 
coerced several witnesses into changing their stories to incriminate his cli¬ 
ent. , . . 

The defense attorney listed several prosecution witnesses who had 
changed their stories after spending time with Alkire. including Santomero 
and Durian’s traveling companion Elizabeth Johndrow, who first said she 
left the women at 1 p.m. on June 25, 1980, the day of the murders, and ther 
changed her testimony in 1993, saying oie believed she parted from them at 
Richmond, Virginia, on June 24. _ , 

“If Jacob Beard goes to jail in this case then none of us are Tree. Our fa¬ 
milies aren’t free, our children aren’t free. We’ll all have to be scared that 20 
years from now somebody is going lo make up a story about us,” the attor¬ 
ney argued. The prosecution's case is like a puff of smoke, Fanner said, 
"every lime you get bold of it, It slips through your fingers " 

Farmer stud Beard's inability to recall exactly where he was on the after¬ 
noon of June 25, 1980, was not a reason to find him guilty. “He’s been 
brutally honest about the fact he can’t remember where be slopped," the at¬ 
torney said. “If he wanted to he could have made up a story The reason you 
should believe him is because he wouldn’t do that.’ 

Beard, Farmer told the jury, was just a man who worked hard as a me¬ 
chanic and was taking care of a family, while the slate would "have you be¬ 
lieve Mr. Beard for no reason at all, and totally out of character, shot these 
women" 

Farmer asked the jury lo recall the confession of Joseph Paul Franklin, 
who “had the resume to do what he did. He traveled around the country doing 
it over and over," Farmer said. 

The defense attorney noted that Franklin had confessed to the murders in 
19H4 and drew a map that detailed the area where the murders were commit- 
led. 

Farmer touched on the defense’s other theory of the case, that .Santo¬ 
mero and Durian were kilted by Beard's former co-defendant. Gerald Brown, 
and his companion Bobby Lee Morrison, more during closing arguments 
than he had throughout the defense case. Several people who testified fix the 
prosecution did so to protect Brown and Morrison, tire defense attorney al¬ 
leged, including Mike and Odessa Hivcly, Brown’s half-brother and sistcr-in- 
iaw, and Dale Morrison, Grace Hanna, and Betty Bennett Prill, Bobby Lee 
Morrison's brother, mother and close friend. 

None of those people came forward when Brown anJ Morrison were 
jailed for the murders in 1983, the defense attorney said, and did not speak 
with investigators until 1992 when Beard was charged. 

Prosecutor Stephen Doliy. who took over closing arguments alter Poca¬ 
hontas County Prosecuting Attorney Wall Weiford was hospitalized Tues¬ 
day, told the jury the premise of a conspiracy against Beard wasn’t heliev 
able, noting that Alkire was “not out to gel an innocent man. For all that 
fingcrpouuing at Bob Alkire. where’s the evidence to back it up?" Dolly 
asked the jury. 

“We wouldn't be here today if it weren’t for Ihr.i phone call he made to 
Vicki Durian's father," Dolly advised the jury. “And that’s where he went 
too far. (Alkire) was put on to the defendant because of the defendant's own 
actions" 

Franklin's confession was not credible and didn’t work, Doily said. 
Franklin, the prosecutor said, had some information and knew what people 
wanted to bear. “He's just like the guys who tell fortunes and read palms," 
Dolly argued. “He’ll give you what you want to hear, but nothing you can 
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Franklin’s confession kept people coming to see him, Dolly said, and 
bought him more time on Missouri s death row. And if Franklin had been 
allowed to travel to West Virginia to testify in this case, as the prosecution 
planned, he'd have some “windshield therapy." 

"He’s not worth much belief." the prosecutor said. 

As for the Brown/Morrison theory, Dolly reminded the jury they bad 
heard no evidence about them. Dolly said Brown’s former wife, Drcma, was 
more likely the witness testifying to protect biro. Drema Brown first told 
her story in 1983. Dolly said, and “now she’s stuck " 

The possibilites narrowed to Beard, IXilly said, reminding the jury that 
the prosecution witnesses had no stake in the outcome, while two notable 
defense witnesses. Beard aid his wife. Linda, had much riding on the jury’s 
verdict 

“It all comes down lo the ’team,’’’ Dolly said using Linda Beard’s de¬ 
scription of her marital relationship. ’Tell me they don’t have a stake in 

this." 

“When you look at the face of Jacob Beard, you look at the face of a 
man who has already committed murder twice,” Dolly told the jury “There 
is not much that would stop him now to keep his freedom " 

A female juror was dismissed Wednesday morning and replaced with a 
male alternate, causirg the jury to have exactly the same 10-man, two- 
woman make-up as the Greenbrier County jury that convicted Beard. 

The 20-vear oH Rainbow Murders are once again officially unsolved. 
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brack broke a tie vote of the Mar- 
I inton Town Council Monday night 
after tl* fust reading of the Busi¬ 
ness and Occupation Tax Ordinance 

Recorder Dotty Keilison and 
council members Robin Mutscbell 
er and Jim (Hbb voted in favor of 
the ordinance, while council mem¬ 
bers Jim Keilison, Keith Moore and 
Loretta Malcomb cast the negative 
votes. 

Jim Keilison and Malcomb own 
businesses in Marlin ton. 

Dunbrack, who normally does 
not vote, broke the tie in favor of 
the reading of (be ordinance. 

The BAO Tax will gamer IV on 
ibe $IOt) from retailers and manu¬ 
facturers, with a cap for retailers of 
$6,000 per year or $1500 per quar¬ 
ter, two percent of gross income 
from contracting, and two percent 
for public service or utility busi¬ 
ness 

Approximately 15-20 Marlinton 
business owners attended the meet¬ 
ing, offering the council alternative 
routes to raising money for the 
town coffers. 

Several of those business owners 
tola Ha. council a B&O tax could 
sound the death knell for Marlin- 
ton's remaining nusincss district. 

"If you krjp taxing us there 
won’t be anybody left to tax," said 
Hudson's Variety owner Mike Hud¬ 
son. 


r 


Place Restaurant 
owner Melanie Shafer noted that 
while the Out would raise money in 
fund maintenance lor the proposed 
Levees and fkxid walls, five biui* 
nesses, including hers, would no 
longer he open ’These other people 
wilt have to make up the 
differenced Shafer noted. 

Hudson also brought up some 
lost revenue for the town in the 
form of water, Ihc inwn loses 61% 
of Its water annually, Hudson said 
that at the current rale the kiss is “a 
quarter of a million dollars." 

Hudson also pointed out that the 
town is losing money on trash col¬ 
lection and buying a garbage truck, 
but has turned down an offer to 
contract the service with ('minty 
Disposal Service, 

Dunbrack said the town had never 
lost $K V00Q on trash and the water 
loss was "being reviewed and 
rc^arctaod" 

"The town has always had a siz¬ 
able water loss," Dunbrack said. "If 
we could find the problem, we’d 
solve it tomorrow." 

"The town hasn't aggressively 
looked at these things, Hudson 
sakJ. 

"If the town could find some oth¬ 
er way, we'd readily do it" Dun* 
brack said. 

Reid Mitchell offered another 
avenue for the town to raise money, 


flpjr {torafyotitaf ®i«tf —June ft, 2000—Pigc 3 

splits on B & 0 Tax vote 


to raise the municipal lax on 
utilities—water, sewer garbage and 
electricity—by (wo percent lor eve¬ 
ry municipal resident and business 
u> raise a total of $24,000 
That amount, plus the amount of 
the water loss would make up the 
amount the town needed 

Appalachian Sport owner Chuck 
Workman said raising residential 
water rates $1 while raising busi¬ 
nesses $10 per month would raise 
another $25,000. 

“With an increase in utilities, 
everyone pays," Mitchell said. 

He also suggested putting a two 
percent increase on contractors, 
particularly on new construe lion, 
Workman also wanted to know 
how the money would be spent. 

Dunbrack said it would he used 
for employee raises and health ben¬ 
efits. Town council had discussed 
paying for employees health in¬ 
surance and providing insurance Tor 
employees and their families, as 
well. 

That statement brought Mitchell 
to his feel to address the council. 
“No business pays for family bene¬ 
fits," Mitchell said “Very few pay 
the total for employees." 

It costs too much, Mitchell ex¬ 
plained, plus single employees are 
penalized with lower benefits than 
their married counterparts. 

Part of the BAO tax revenue is 


also slated fix funding operation and 
maintenance costs for the proposed 
flood walls and levees. 

Mitchell wanted to know wby 
the council was worried about 
maintenance costs before it had the 
required matching funds in the 
amount of $10-112 million 

“Do you think the federal gov¬ 
ernment is joing to appropriate $54 
million and not know ir we have 
the matching funds," Dotty Kelli - 
son asked, we'll gel the money, 
Id's just put it like that " 

Moore responded to the business 
owners, saying he could hardly sup¬ 
port a tax that would hurt town 
businesses. 

“I know the business people are 
the heart and soul of the town," 
Moore said. "We may have jumped 
in before we knew bow deep the 
water was. I can’t see how I can 
vote in favor of the B&O tax." 

Mutscbeller asked why more 
business owners weren’t present 

"Most folks say it’s a non-re¬ 
sponsive city council," said Poca¬ 
hontas Pharmacy owner Jim Burks. 
“They think you're going to do it 
anyway" 

Council will bear the second 
rcadirg of the ordinance an June 16 
at 7:30 p.m. 

Final reading is scheduled for 
June 26. 
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i ’ll ami 


Gas Comi 


new 
Browns 


’ompany it planning a 
(jinny at the intersection of Br 
Mountain Rond and Rt 39. 

According to a quarry permit ap¬ 
plication submitted to the Depart¬ 
ment of Environmental Protection 
on May 25. the 72.9 acre quarry 
site contains white medina sand- 
si joe, a rare and valuable material 
used to make anti-skid rood surfac 
ing. 

A map incl ded in the permit ap¬ 
plication indicates that Waco will 
remove the east side of the * uthem 
end of Browns Mountain to reach 
the sandstone deposits 

Waco is leasing a total of 248 
acres across from the Devils Back- 
hone formation from Buckhannon- 
based HKFCORP-JON, according 
to ■ lease agreement Hied at the 
courthouse May C3. Under the 
terms of the agreement, Waco is 
leasing the properly for $2 p 0 a year 
and a royalty fee of 25 1 per ton of 
material removed from the site. 

Some Srowns Mountain Road 
residents plan to Tight the proposed 
quarry. Sunday, they organized the 
Browns Mountain Area Protection 
Association, Bill Howsare. who 
lives adjacent to the quarry site, is 
president of the group 

"The idea is to save the home¬ 
steads of several of us who live 
along Browns Mountain Road and 
here in Possum Hollow" Howsare 
said 

Norman Wolcott, a Browns 


fight proposed Browns Mountain quarry 


uy owner, said the 
ing the quarry he 


group is .. . 

cause of the impact it will have no 
the environment and geology of the 


“WVU geology professor Tho¬ 
mas Kaouncr brings students here 
every year as pan of class." Wolcott 
said to the Pocahontas County 
Commission Wednesday. “He says 
the area around Browns Mountain 
has been called one of the top one 
hundred geologic locations in the 
Southeastern United States. 

“This is an educational resource," 
hr added 

Gary McLaughlin, also a Browns 
Mountain Road resident, is worried 
about the impact a quarry will have 
on the water table in the area 

"There’s going to be more sill 
and iron going into Knapps Creek 
if this quarry goes in," Me! aughlin 
said. "That's going to impaci Mar- 
Union's water supply." 

Browns Mountain resident said 
he was concerned about silicon 
dust—a potential by-product of the 
quarry operation. 

"I am definitely opposed to the 
quarry. I'm wonted about silicon 
dust," Danny Terry said. 

Respiratory problems and cancer 
can be caused by inhaling harmful 
levels of silicon dust 

Wolcott said be believed the 
quarry wouldn't be compatible with 
Pocahontas County’s tourism in¬ 
dustry. 

"Route 39 is one of the routes 



Commission seeking bids 
for tannery clean-up work 


At the County Commission 
meeting on Tuesday, approval was 
given to advertise Tor bids to com¬ 
plete the environmental clean-up 
work at the tannery site at Frank. 

Don Bailey, who is doing the 
engineering work for the clean-up, 
met with the Commission. He gave 
commissioners copies of the 
environmental information which is 
needed to compete the paper work 
for the release of the Appalachian 
Regional Commission grant that 
will fund the project. 

Mr. Bailey sakl the project is 
ready to be bid. It consists of two 
parts. One is for the drying of the 
remaining sludge in the ponds. The 
other part is the installation of a 
liner in the pond that will be final 
resting place for the dried sludge 
material. 

The Commission gave its 
approval to seeking bids for the 
project. A pre-bid viewing of the 
site will be held on June 12, 

The Commission at! a special 
meeting for June 16 at 1 p.in. for 
the purpose of opening the bids n 
the two parts of the clean-up 
project Hopefully, (be contracts 
can be awarded at the regular 
meeting on the 21sl. 

Rondi Fischer, interim Ranger 
for the Marlmton Ranger District 
while Cindy Schiffer is on 
maternity leave, mei with the Com¬ 
mission to introduce herself. She 
said Ms. Schiffer will be on leave 
until August 12. Ms. Fischer 
comes to Mar I in ton from the Clinch 
Ranger District on the George 


Wasbinglon/Jefferson National 
Forest. 

Charlene Beverage and Gibbs 
Kinderman gave the Commission 
an update on the county library 
system. 

Ms. Beverage said Jhcrc is only 
$27,000 lefi to he raised to pay for 
the construction cost of the new 
McClintk Library in Marlimon. The 
facility is scheduled to open on 
August 14, she said The libraries 
have a new computer system and 
are getting busier every day. Ms. 
Beverage told the Commission. 

Iltc library system has received 
grants to obtain books for young 
adults and Appalachian heritage for 
die new library, Ms. Beverage said. 
The public will be informed as to 
what other areas hooks are needed, 
for those who wish to make this 
type of contribution, she said. 

Mr Kinderman said the next 
project for library boaiJ, after die 
new Marlimon library is completed, 
will be an expansion of the Green 
Bank facility. 

Die commissioners visited the 
new library while on their lunch 
break. 

A group of citizens from the 
Browns Mountain area appeared 

before the Commission to express 
their opposition to a proposed 
quarry on the mountain. Sec story 
above. 

A letter was received from the 
Public Service Commission re¬ 
appointing Ed Riley to the Solid 
Waste Authority 

Chuck Nidav was annul riled lo 


that tourists enter Pocahontas 
County, ‘ Wokxrtt said "The town 
of Marlimon and the tourism office 
have said they plan to apply to 
make Route 39 a Scenic Byway. A 
quarry along the road wouldn't be 
consistent with that designation." 

Howsare claimed Waco hadn't 
been forthcoming with information 
about its quarry plans 
"I object to the fact that they 
have been very secretive." he said. 

Waco Oil and Gas president 
Doug Morris did not return several 
telephone calls, nor did HEFCORP- 
JON preskk.nl Hugh Hefner, 

DEP quarry permit supervisor 
Ron Stern said that Waco's permit 
application won’t be released for 
public comment until the DRP 
completes its review of it Stem 
said the DEP won't begin its re¬ 
view of the permit application until 
the stricter quarry reclamation regu¬ 
lations that the legislature passed 
this year to go into effect June 9. 
"Right now we're not sure wbat 


all the new guidelines will be," 
Stem said "We’re working on that 
now. This permit won't be re¬ 
viewed until those guidelines are in 
place." 

Once the new regulations are in 
place die DKP has 30 days to deter¬ 
mine whether Waco’s application 
needs corrections. When it is com¬ 
plete, the DEP will release it for 
public comment 

Walcott said the Browns Moun¬ 
tain Group will a&k for a bearing on 
the permit application 

"We will object under some pro¬ 
visions of the new quarry law," 
Walcott said "Section eight of the 
new quarry law said that areas where 
quarrying operations cause stream 
pollution, flooding, destruction of 
land for agricultural purposes, de¬ 
struction of aesthetic values or re¬ 
creational areas, or impairment of 
health and property ol others shall 
not be mined by the surface mining 
process." 


the Local Emergency Planning 
Council as a representative from the 
Eight Rivers Amateur Radio Club. 

The Commission met In an 
executive session with John 
Mcrinnr, Jr., a lawyer with the Taw 
firm of Sleptoe and Johnson, to 
discuss the lawsuit Wilbur Curry 
has filed against Sheriff Jerry Dale 
and the Commission. Sleptoe and 
John..on is representing the defense 
in the case, which was filed by Mr. 
Curry following bis dismissal by 
Sheriff Dale in 1997. Mr. Curry is 
claiming age discrimination. 

It was noted that the Drama. 
Fairs and Festivals Committee 
needs to meet ami act on requests 
for funds. Several activities are 
approaching that use DF&F funds 
and their requests have not been 
acted u non 
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(jinny at the intersection of Br 
Mountain Rond and Rt 39. 

According to a quarry permit ap¬ 
plication submitted to the Depart¬ 
ment of Environmental Protection 
on May 25. the 72.9 acre quarry 
site contains white medina sand- 
si joe, a rare and valuable material 
used to make anti-skid rood surfac 
ing. 

A map incl ded in the permit ap¬ 
plication indicates that Waco will 
remove the east side of the * uthem 
end of Browns Mountain to reach 
the sandstone deposits 

Waco is leasing a total of 248 
acres across from the Devils Back- 
hone formation from Buckhannon- 
based HKFCORP-JON, according 
to ■ lease agreement Hied at the 
courthouse May C3. Under the 
terms of the agreement, Waco is 
leasing the properly for $2 p 0 a year 
and a royalty fee of 25 1 per ton of 
material removed from the site. 

Some Srowns Mountain Road 
residents plan to Tight the proposed 
quarry. Sunday, they organized the 
Browns Mountain Area Protection 
Association, Bill Howsare. who 
lives adjacent to the quarry site, is 
president of the group 

"The idea is to save the home¬ 
steads of several of us who live 
along Browns Mountain Road and 
here in Possum Hollow" Howsare 
said 

Norman Wolcott, a Browns 


fight proposed Browns Mountain quarry 


uy owner, said the 
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cause of the impact it will have no 
the environment and geology of the 


“WVU geology professor Tho¬ 
mas Kaouncr brings students here 
every year as pan of class." Wolcott 
said to the Pocahontas County 
Commission Wednesday. “He says 
the area around Browns Mountain 
has been called one of the top one 
hundred geologic locations in the 
Southeastern United States. 

“This is an educational resource," 
hr added 

Gary McLaughlin, also a Browns 
Mountain Road resident, is worried 
about the impact a quarry will have 
on the water table in the area 

"There’s going to be more sill 
and iron going into Knapps Creek 
if this quarry goes in," Me! aughlin 
said. "That's going to impaci Mar- 
Union's water supply." 

Browns Mountain resident said 
he was concerned about silicon 
dust—a potential by-product of the 
quarry operation. 

"I am definitely opposed to the 
quarry. I'm wonted about silicon 
dust," Danny Terry said. 

Respiratory problems and cancer 
can be caused by inhaling harmful 
levels of silicon dust 

Wolcott said be believed the 
quarry wouldn't be compatible with 
Pocahontas County’s tourism in¬ 
dustry. 

"Route 39 is one of the routes 



Commission seeking bids 
for tannery clean-up work 


At the County Commission 
meeting on Tuesday, approval was 
given to advertise Tor bids to com¬ 
plete the environmental clean-up 
work at the tannery site at Frank. 

Don Bailey, who is doing the 
engineering work for the clean-up, 
met with the Commission. He gave 
commissioners copies of the 
environmental information which is 
needed to compete the paper work 
for the release of the Appalachian 
Regional Commission grant that 
will fund the project. 

Mr. Bailey sakl the project is 
ready to be bid. It consists of two 
parts. One is for the drying of the 
remaining sludge in the ponds. The 
other part is the installation of a 
liner in the pond that will be final 
resting place for the dried sludge 
material. 

The Commission gave its 
approval to seeking bids for the 
project. A pre-bid viewing of the 
site will be held on June 12, 

The Commission at! a special 
meeting for June 16 at 1 p.in. for 
the purpose of opening the bids n 
the two parts of the clean-up 
project Hopefully, (be contracts 
can be awarded at the regular 
meeting on the 21sl. 

Rondi Fischer, interim Ranger 
for the Marlmton Ranger District 
while Cindy Schiffer is on 
maternity leave, mei with the Com¬ 
mission to introduce herself. She 
said Ms. Schiffer will be on leave 
until August 12. Ms. Fischer 
comes to Mar I in ton from the Clinch 
Ranger District on the George 


Wasbinglon/Jefferson National 
Forest. 

Charlene Beverage and Gibbs 
Kinderman gave the Commission 
an update on the county library 
system. 

Ms. Beverage said Jhcrc is only 
$27,000 lefi to he raised to pay for 
the construction cost of the new 
McClintk Library in Marlimon. The 
facility is scheduled to open on 
August 14, she said The libraries 
have a new computer system and 
are getting busier every day. Ms. 
Beverage told the Commission. 

Iltc library system has received 
grants to obtain books for young 
adults and Appalachian heritage for 
die new library, Ms. Beverage said. 
The public will be informed as to 
what other areas hooks are needed, 
for those who wish to make this 
type of contribution, she said. 

Mr Kinderman said the next 
project for library boaiJ, after die 
new Marlimon library is completed, 
will be an expansion of the Green 
Bank facility. 

Die commissioners visited the 
new library while on their lunch 
break. 

A group of citizens from the 
Browns Mountain area appeared 

before the Commission to express 
their opposition to a proposed 
quarry on the mountain. Sec story 
above. 

A letter was received from the 
Public Service Commission re¬ 
appointing Ed Riley to the Solid 
Waste Authority 
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that tourists enter Pocahontas 
County, ‘ Wokxrtt said "The town 
of Marlimon and the tourism office 
have said they plan to apply to 
make Route 39 a Scenic Byway. A 
quarry along the road wouldn't be 
consistent with that designation." 

Howsare claimed Waco hadn't 
been forthcoming with information 
about its quarry plans 
"I object to the fact that they 
have been very secretive." he said. 

Waco Oil and Gas president 
Doug Morris did not return several 
telephone calls, nor did HEFCORP- 
JON preskk.nl Hugh Hefner, 

DEP quarry permit supervisor 
Ron Stern said that Waco's permit 
application won’t be released for 
public comment until the DRP 
completes its review of it Stem 
said the DEP won't begin its re¬ 
view of the permit application until 
the stricter quarry reclamation regu¬ 
lations that the legislature passed 
this year to go into effect June 9. 
"Right now we're not sure wbat 


all the new guidelines will be," 
Stem said "We’re working on that 
now. This permit won't be re¬ 
viewed until those guidelines are in 
place." 

Once the new regulations are in 
place die DKP has 30 days to deter¬ 
mine whether Waco’s application 
needs corrections. When it is com¬ 
plete, the DEP will release it for 
public comment 

Walcott said the Browns Moun¬ 
tain Group will a&k for a bearing on 
the permit application 

"We will object under some pro¬ 
visions of the new quarry law," 
Walcott said "Section eight of the 
new quarry law said that areas where 
quarrying operations cause stream 
pollution, flooding, destruction of 
land for agricultural purposes, de¬ 
struction of aesthetic values or re¬ 
creational areas, or impairment of 
health and property ol others shall 
not be mined by the surface mining 
process." 
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executive session with John 
Mcrinnr, Jr., a lawyer with the Taw 
firm of Sleptoe and Johnson, to 
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has filed against Sheriff Jerry Dale 
and the Commission. Sleptoe and 
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in the case, which was filed by Mr. 
Curry following bis dismissal by 
Sheriff Dale in 1997. Mr. Curry is 
claiming age discrimination. 
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for funds. Several activities are 
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KOt.O GELIS (RIGHT) and defense attorney Eugene 
Simmons listen during ■ hearing held Erldey In preparation 
for Cells' trial for the murder of Melba Fitzgerald. 

ljrftlie I lid land* worth photo 

Fitzgerald murder 

Gelis pretrial held 
in Lewisburg 


fry Leslie Hollandswonh 
The West Virginia Daily News 
Despite a number of Issues af¬ 
fecting the trial of a Pocahontas 
County man accused of killing his 
live-in companion and business 

K er, Chief Circuit Judge Frank 
fe told attorneys involved in 
the case Friday dial he intends to 
leave il on the docket as scheduled 
for July 18, 

ITitnng Friday's hearing, Eugene 
Simmons, one of two attorneys 
representing Roger Paul Gelis, 57, 
of Stony Bottom, requested that the 
state turn over discovery materi¬ 
al 

Acting Pocahontas County Pros¬ 
ecutor Michael Doss, who was as¬ 
signed lo the case after lYmecuting 
Attorney Wall Weifoffd was hospi¬ 
talized, said he had only recently re¬ 
ceived the autopsy report un Melba 
Hickson Fitzgerald from the Stale 
Medical Examiner’s Office in Mor¬ 
gantown, and had forwarded a copy 
of il to the defense team, 

Fitzgerald, 41, hnd lived with 
CJclis for several years. The pair op¬ 
erated Ihc Intersection, a pizza and 
submarine sandwich shop on Rt. 
28/92. 

She was reported missing on 
September 8, 1999, Her nude, de¬ 
capitated hoay was found three days 
later in ft hand-dug well on property 
near Dunmnre, 

According to defense attorney R 
David Arrington, Gelis has a 50% 
ownership interest in that property. 

Doss told the court he is trying 
to get up to speed with this case, 
noting be had span 11 hours work¬ 
ing on it Thursday. 

He assured the court and die de¬ 
fense attorneys he would provide 
the requested discovery material in 
one w eek, 

joiliffe noted that the state has 
encountered other difficulties in re¬ 
gard to this case including the 
death oftcad Investigator Lieutenant 
Ron Simmons, of the Pocahontas 
County Sheriffs Department, on 
June 4. 

The judge asked Doss if he had 
received discovery material from the 
defense The prosecutor said he had 
not. 

Jollilfe then informed Simmons 
and Arrington that they are required 
to provide discovery materia! to the 
prosecutor ami admonished them lor 
taking advantage of the state's un¬ 
fortunate circumstances 

The judge also reminded them 
that their client had indicated he 
wanted the case tried as soon as 
possible 


p 


Joiliffe said the defense caused 
the biggest delay in the case by re¬ 
questing Gelis undergo a psychiatric 
evaluation which effectively halted 
roccedings until the middle of 
■ebnmry. 

The judge ordered both sides to 
provide their discovery material in a 
timely fashion, and advised them to 
review West Virginia’s trial rules. 

Defense attorneys also made a 
motion to suppress evidence which 
they maintained was seized hy law 
m force men! officers during a war¬ 
rantless search. 

Doss acknowledged that the of- 
ficcrs did not have a warrant the 
first time they went onto Uie prop¬ 
erly where Fitzgerald's body was 
found. 

He explained that the officers re¬ 
sponded to the scene after receiving 
a 911 call and were, therefore, act 
ing in response to an emergency. 

According to the prosecutor, 
three individuals who knew Fitzger¬ 
ald decided to search the Duntnore 
property and discovered her body in 
the well. 

Doss said the woman who made 
the 9 It call requested an ambulance 
and the Slate Police. He explained 
that at the time, the officers who 
responded to the call did not know 
the condition of the person in¬ 
volved. 

"They were acting under emer¬ 
gency circumstance," he said. 

The judge asked Doss if police 
had asked any of the three people 
who ultimately railed investigator* 
to the property to make such a call 
if they found anything amiss there. 
Dow responded in the negative. 

Doss noted that after the body 
was found, Gelis was taken in for 
questioning and he had given ihc 
officers consent for a search. 

Arrington maintained lhat Gelis 
consented to a search oi only the A- 
frainc cabin on the property, not the 
property itself. 

After hearing arguments from 
both sides, Joiliffe said the search 
met the requirements of both the 
emergency doctrine and the inevi¬ 
tability of discovery rule 

He said the evidence the defense 
was seeking to suppress would be 
admissible during the trial 

Doss indicated be might need to 
request another hearing before this 
case goes to trial, but no dale was 
set for the consideration of further 
motions. 

Gelis’ trial was moved from Po¬ 
cahontas County in April due to 
public sentiment surrounding the 
case. 
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Residents organize to fight proposed Browns Mountain quarry 


ty Ttrrrll McSweeny 

Clenville-baaed Waco (>it and 
Gat Company it planning a new 
quarry at the intersection or Browns 
Mountain Road and Rt 39. 

According to a quarry pcnnii ap¬ 
plication submitted to the Depart¬ 
ment of Hnvirotnnemal Protection 
on May 25. the 72.9 acre quarry 
site contains white medina sand- 
si joe, a rare and valuable material 
used to make anti-skid mod surfac 

Ing. 

A map tnclded in tbc permit ap 
plication indicates that Waco will 
remove the east side of the * uihern 
end of Browns Mountain to reach 
die sandsumc deposits 

Waco is leasing a total of 248 
acres across from the Devils Back¬ 
bone formation from Buckhannon- 
based HKFCORP-JON, according 
to ■ lease agreement filed at the 
courthouse May T3. Under the 
terms of the agreement, Waco is 
leasing the properly for $2.V) a year 
and a royalty fee of 25# per ton of 
materia! removed from the site. 

Some Browns Mountain Road 
residents plan to Tight the proposed 
quarry. Sunday, they organized the 
Browns Mountain Area Protection 
Association, Bill Howsare, who 
lives adjacent to the quarry site, is 
president of the group 

“Tbc idea is to save the home¬ 
steads of several of us who live 
along Browns Mountain Road and 
here in Possum HollowHowsare 
sakl 

Norman Wolcolt. a Browns 


Mountain propeny owner, said the 
group is opposing the quarry be¬ 
cause of the impact k will have on 
Ok environment and geology of the 


'WVU geology professor Tho¬ 
mas Kammer brings students here 
every year as part of class.” Wolcott 
said to the Pocahontas County 
Commission Wednesday. "He says 
the area around Browns Mountain 
has been called one of the top one 
hundred geologic locations in the 
Southeastern l Iniled States. 

'This is an educational resource," 
be added 

Gary McLaughlin. also a Browns 
Mountain Road resident, is worried 
about the impact a quarry will have 
on the water table in the area 

"There's going to be more silt 
and iron going into Knapps Creek 
if this quarry goes in," Mclaughlin 
said. "That’s going to impact Mar- 
linton’s water supply," 

Browns Mountain resident said 
he was concerned about silicon 
dust—a potential by-product of the 
quarry operation. 

"1 am definitely opposed to the 
quarry. I'm worried about silicon 
dust," Danny Terry said. 

Respiratory problems and cancer 
can be caused by inhaling harmful 
levels of silicon dust 

Wolcott said he believed the 
juarry wouldn’t be compatible with 
'ocabontas County’s tourism in¬ 
dustry. 

“Route 39 is one of the routes 


? 



Commission seeking bids 
for tannery clean-up work 


At the County Commission 
meeting on Tuesday, approval was 
given to advertise for bids to com¬ 
plete the environmental clean-up 
work at the tannery site at Frank. 

Don Bailey, wbo is doing the 
engineering work far the clean-up, 
met with the Commission. He gave 
commissioners copies of the 
environmental information which is 
needed to compete the paper work 
for the release of the Appalachian 
Regional Commission grant that 
will fund the project. 

Mr. Bailey said the project is 
ready to be bid. Il consists of two 
parts. One is for the drying of the 
remaining sludge in the ponds. The 
other part is the installation of a 
liner in tbc pond that will be final 
resting place for the dried sludge 
material 

The Commission gave its 
approval to seeking bids for the 
project. A pre-bid viewing of the 
site will be held on June 12, 

Tbc Commission >cl a special 
meeting for June 16 at 1 p.tn. for 
the purpose of opening the bids n 
the two parts of the clean-up 
project. Hopefully, the contracts 
can be awarded at the regular 
meeting on die 21st. 

Rondi Fischer, interim Ranger 
for the Marl in ton Ranger District 
while Cindy Schiffer is on 
maternity leave, met with the Com¬ 
mission to introduce herself. She 
said Ms. Scbiffer will be on leave 
until August 12. Ms. Fischer 
comes to Mar I in urn from tbc Clinch 
Ranger District on the George 


Washinglon/Jcfferson National 
Forest. 

Charlene Beverage and Gibbs 
Kinder man gave the Commission 
an update on the county library 
system. 

Ms. Beverage said Jhcrc is only 
$27,000 left to be raised to pay for 
the construction cost of the new 
McClimic Library in Marlimun. Tbc 
facility is scheduled to open on 
August 14, she said. The libraries 
have a new computer system and 
ait getting busier every day. Ms. 
Beverage told the Commission. 

The library system has received 
grants to obtain books for young 
adults and Appalachian heritage for 
the new library. Ms. Beverage said. 
The public will he informed as to 
what other areas books are needed, 
for those who wish to make this 
type of contribution, she said. 

Mr Krndeman said the next 
project for library boaiJ, after die 
new Marlinton library is completed, 
will be an expansion of the Green 
Bank facility. 

The commissioners visited the 
new library while on their lunch 
break. 

A group of citizens from the 
Browns Mountain area appeared 
before the Commission to express 
tbeir opposition to a proposed 
quarry on the mountain. See story 
above, 

A letter was received from the 
Public Service Commission re¬ 
appointing Fd Riley to the Solid 
Waste Authority 

Chuck Niday was appointed to 


New fitness trail at Marlinton Municipal 


If you’re looking for a way to flood. 


that tourists enter Pocahontas 
County. ‘ Wolcott said " The town 
of Marlinton and the tourism office 
have said they plan to apply to 
make Route 39 a Scenic Byway. A 
quarry along the road wouldn't be 
consistent with that designation." 

Howsare claimed Waco hadn’t 
been forthcoming with information 
about its quarry plans. 

"I object to the fact that they 
have been very secretive," he said. 

Waco Oil and Gas president 
Doug Morris did not return several 
telephone calls, nor did HKKX7RP- 
JON preskk.nt Hugh Hefner, 

DEP quarry permit supervisor 
Ron Stern said that Waco’s permit 
application won’t be released for 
public comment until the DRP 
completes its review of if Stem 
said the DEP won't begin its re¬ 
view of the permit application until 
the stricter quarry reclamation regu¬ 
lations that the legislature passed 
this year to go into effect June 9. 

“Right now we're not sure wbw 

the Local Emergency Planning 
Council as a representative font the 
Eight R ivers Amateur Radio Club.' 

The Commission met in an 
executive session with John 
Mcrinar, Jr., a lawyer with the faw 
firm of Steptoc and Johnson, to 
discuss the lawsuit Wilbur Curry 
has filed against Sheriff Jerry Dale 
and the Commission. Steptoe and 
John..on is representing the defense 
in the case, which was filed by Mr 
Curry following bis dismissal by 
Sheriff Dale in 1997. Mr. Curry is 
claiming age discrimination. 

It was noted that the Drama. 
Fairs and Festivals Committee 
needs to meet and act on requests 
for funds. Several activities are 
appioaching that use DF&F funds 
and their requests have not been 
acted upon. 

It was derided that the next two 
Commission meeting;; will be on 
Wednesdays, June 21. and July 4, 
due to holidays tin the Tuesdays. 


all the new guidelines will be," 
Stem said "We’re working on that 
now. This permit won’t be re¬ 
viewed until those guidelines are in 
place.” 

Once the new regulations are in 
place die DEP has 30 days to deter¬ 
mine whether Waco's application 
needs corrections. When il is com¬ 
plete, the DEP will release it for 
public comment 

Walcott said the Browns Moun¬ 
tain Group will ask for a bearing on 
tbc permit application 

"We will object under some pro¬ 
visions of the new quarry law,’’ 
Walcott said "Section eight of the 
new quarry law said that areas where 
quarrying operations cause stream 
pollution, flooding, destruction of 
land for agricultural purposes, de¬ 
struction of aesthetic values or re¬ 
creational areas, or impairment of 
health and property ol others shall 
not be mined by the surface mining 
process." 
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brack broke a tie vote of the Mar* 
Union Town Council Monday night 
after it* first reading of the Busi¬ 
ness and (kxim»tiun 'fa* Ordinance. 

Recorder Dotty Kellison and 
council members Robin Mutscbel) 
er and Jim (iibb voted in favor of 
the ordinance, while council mem¬ 
bers Jim Kellison, Keith Moore and 
I .oretta Mai tomb cast the negative 
votes. 

Jim Kellison and Malcomb own 
businesses in Marlin ton. 

Dunbrack, who normally does 
not vote, broke the tie h favor of 
the leading of (be ordinance. 

The BAO Tax will gamer l5<on 
lire SI0t> from retailers and manu¬ 
facturers, with a cap for retailers of 
$6,000 per year or $1500 per quar¬ 
ter, two percent of gross income 
from contracting, and two percent 
for public service or utility busi¬ 
ness. 

Approximately 15-20 Marlinton 
business owners attended the meet¬ 
ing, offering the council alternative 
routes to raising money for the 
town coffer*. 

Several of those business owners 
tolj UK, council a BAD tax could 
sound the death knell for Marlin- 
ton's remaining nusincss district. 

“If you keep taxing us there 
won’t be anybody left to tax,” said 
Hudson's Variety owner Mike Hud¬ 
son. 


ouncil splits on B & 0 Tax vote 

Place Rrstaurail in raise Ibc municipal lax on also slated for funding operation and 


owner Melanie Shafer noted thal 
while the tax would raise money In 
fund maintenance lor the proposed 
t^vees and flood walls, five busi¬ 
nesses, including hers, would no 
longer he open "These other people 
wilt have to make up the 
difference." Shafer noted. 

Hudson also brought up some 
lost revenue for the town in the 
form of water. The town loses 61% 
of its water annually. Hudson said 
that at the current rale the loss is "a 
quarter of a million dollars." 

Hudson also pointed out that the 
town is losing money on trash col¬ 
lection and buying a garbage truck, 
but has turned down an offer to 
contract the service with County 
Disposal Service. 

Dunhrack said the town had never 
lost $ 15.000 on trash and the water 
loss was "being reviewed and 
researched." 

“The town has always had a siz¬ 
able water loss," Dunhrack said. “If 
we could find the problem, we'd 
solve it tomorrow." 

“The town hasn't aggressively 
looked at these things, Hudson 
said 

"If die town could find some oth¬ 
er way, we’d readily do it," Dun- 
brack said. 

Reid Mitchell offered another 
avenue for the town to raise money, 

• 1 1 * 


to raise the municipal lax on 
utilities—water, sewer garbage and 
electricity—by (wo percent lor eve¬ 
ry municipal resident and business 
to raise a total of $24,000 
That amount, plus the amount of 
the water loss would make up the 
amount (lie town needed 

Appalachian Sport owner (’buck 
Workman said raising residential 
water rates $3 white raising busi¬ 
nesses $10 per month would raise 
another $25,000. 

“With an increase in utilities, 
everyone pays," Mitchell said. 

He also suggested putting a two 
percent increase on contractors, 
particularly on new construction, 
Workman also wanted lo know 
how the money would be spent. 

Dunhrack said it would be used 
for employee raises and health ben¬ 
efits Town council had discussed 
paying for employees health in¬ 
surance and providing insurance Tor 
employees and tbeir families, as 
well. 

That statement brought Mitchell 
to his feet lo address the council, 
"No business pays for family bene¬ 
fits," Mitchell said “Very few pay 
the total for employees." 

It costs too much, Mitchell ex¬ 
plained, plus single employees are 
penalized with lower benefits titan 
tbeir married counterparts. 

Part of the BAO lax revenue is 

1 1 


also slated fur funding operation and 
maintenance costs for Ibc proposed 
flood walls and levees, 

Mitchell wanted to know why 
the council was worried about 
maintenance costs before il had the 
required matching funds in the 
amount of $10-$I2 million 
“Do you think the federal gov¬ 
ernment is joing lo appropriate $54 
million and not know if we have 
the matching funds," Dotty Kelli¬ 
son asked. "We'il get (he money. 
Id's just put it tike that " 

Moore responded to (be business 
owners, saying he could hardly sup 

C rt a tax that would hurt town 
sine sacs. 

“I know the business people are 
the heart and soul of the town," 
Moore said. "We may have jumped 
in before we knew bow deep the 
water was. I can’t see how I can 
vote in favor of the BAO tax " 
Mutscheller asked why more 
business owners weren't present, 
"Most folks say it's a non-re¬ 
sponsive city council," said Poca¬ 
hontas Pharmacy owner Jim Burks. 
“They think you're going to do it 
anyway." 

Council will bear (be second 
readirg of the ordinance on June 16 
at 7:30 p.m. 

Final reading is scheduled for 
June 26. 
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jury finds Beard not guilty of Rainbow Murders 
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Beard was on trial for the second time In connection with the 1980 slay¬ 
ings of Nancy Santomero, 19, of Huntington, i-ong Island, New York, and 
Vicki Durian, 26. of Wellman, Iowa. 

The jury heard eight days of testimony in the case that began on a sum 
tner evening in 1980 when the bodies of .Santomero and Durian were found 
9 km to death at close range on Briery Knob, remote section in southern Po¬ 
cahontas County. 

"Truth wins in the end," the 54-year-old Beard commented after the ver¬ 
dict. Beard said he would spend a few days relaxing and then celebrate with 
his daughters. 

"I don't know that this will prove it to everyone,” Beard said. "People 
who know me know I didn't do this. My conscience is dear.” 

Beard cannot again be charged with the crimes he was indicted for in 
1993 and convicted of that same year by a Green h *r Ci unty jury. I hat jury 
recommended no mercy meaning Beard would never be eligible for parole; 
however, five and one-half years into his sent -nen Senior Status fudge 
Charles Lobban set aside the jury’s verdict and gran 1 id Beard a new trial 
based on the deposition of a convicted Serial killer and the affidavit of 
Beard’s former co-defendants. 

Serial killer Joseph Paul Franklin said be killed the women because one 
of them said she dated blacks and the other said she would have no problem 
doing so. Prosecutors disputed Franklin's confession, saying that his details 
of the crimes did not match the physical evidence in the case. Franklin also 
drew a map of the area which prosecutors called "vague" and defense attor¬ 
neys called “detailed." 

Arnold CutUp, who was indicted along with Beard in 1993, testified be 
was with prosecution witness Johnnie Lewis on the day the women were 
murdered and they saw neither Beard nor the wonvn. 

Beard's defense team was tearful, and at the same time jubilant upon 
bearing the verdict, public defender George Castelle openly shedding tears 
while others hugged Beard and hia wife, Linda 

lead defense attorney Stephen Farmer, who represented Beard in his first 
trial, was happy with the verdict. “It's a great day," Fanner said, "The sys- 
lem took a long lime to work. It’l been eight yean and now he gets to go 
home and live with his wife." 

Beard was arrested for the murders In 1992. 

Beard said be was “forever Indebted" to Fanner, Miles Morgan and 
public defender George Castelle for the defense be was provided during his 
11-day trial in Sutton and throughout the last eight mars. Castelle has been 
a volunteer on the case for the past several months, Beard said. 

Farmer said he had no doubts about the outcome of the case, particularly 
since Beard himself believed so strongly in ' : s innocence "Mr. Beard was 
so patient and so believing in the system," Farmer commented. “His belief 
and confidence in the system never wavered so mine couldn't either" 

"They poured their hearts into it," Beard said of his defense team 
The prosecution team left the court room quickly after the jury was re¬ 
leased. Later, lead investigator Robert Alkire, who has worked on the case 
since the evening of (he murders, said he was disappointed, but accepting of 
the jury’s verdict, 

"The system we have is the best system in the world." Alkire said. 
"You’ve got to accept what the jury says. There’s still one more judge Mr. 
Beard Iras to go through.” 

Although the outcome is not what Allure said be expected, he was re¬ 
lieved that the case was finally over 

Two members of the jury said Iliursday a Lick of evidence from the 
prosecution sealed their decision. “We looked at all the points of conten¬ 
tion," one jury member elaborated. “Wc went on the basis of the evidence 
Wc felt the defense was correct and certain things were not convincing 
enough from the prosecution to merit a guilty verdict" 

Beard said be was “optimistic about (his jury from the beginning" and 
wanted to thank them for sitting through fee evidence. 

A few prosecution witnesses testified they withheld information front 
investigators because they had been threatened or felt threatened by Beard. 

“There's faot one witness fee prosecution put up who has anything to 
tear from me," Beard said, 

TF'; former Hillsboro man said he will stay in the LcwLsburg area u ife 
his wife for fee next few weeks and return to fanning, a funner occupation. 
Bcaid said lie will begin working for Charlie Long and Bill Irons. I ong and 
trous were two of thro: men who posted Beard's $100,000 bond in )W 
Beard said he will return to Flufitla for a time, but has not ruled out fee 
Ixwisburg area tts a permanent home because his wife has employment near 
there; however, Beard's two daughters reside in Florida and be said he didn’t 
know if be wanted to live so far from them. He will return to Florida later 
this month to tie up loose ends there, be said. 

“Wc have a lot of talking to do in fee nest few weeks." he commented. 
"I’m glad it's over." 

Over lor Beard, but not for two families still grieving after 20 years and 
still looking for answers about fee brutal murders of their daughters and 

sisters. 

Kathy Santnmero-Mechan said Thursday she was still numb after bear¬ 
ing the jury's decision. “I wish fee evidence was strong enough fee jury 
didn't have any doubt," SaniomenvMeehan said. "I hope fee future brings us 

more enlightenment. Somebody killed her and it seemed tike Baud was fee 
one." 

Santomero-Meehan said she hoped someone would still come forward 
with answers about the murder of her sister, Nancy. 

She raid her father was disappointed at fee verdict 
Vicki Durian's sister, Mary Kauffman, said she was in shock when she 
heard the jury's verdict shortly after it was rendered. 

Kauffman said from fee evidence she had seen and heard over fee years 
she fell the prosecution had fee right man. “1 feel a guilty man is now walk¬ 
ing free," she said. 

However, she said she appreciated the people who had worked so hard 
and so diligently on this case far fee last 20 years and “to the people who 
had the courage to testify on Viol i’s and Nancy’s behalf." 

“Your efforts will not he forgotten," Kauffman said. 

“My hope is feat we, fee family, will uow be able to remember Vicki 
tor the loving, caring person she was and all fee fun we shared wife her in 
her 26 years of life. Now maybe we will not have to be constantly reminded 
of fee fear and terror Vicki and Nancy must have felt in feeii last hours on 
earth." she said. 

Kauffman said she bad faith that God knows “exactly who was involved 
in this crime and the part they played." 

“God’s judgment and punishment for this act will be more severe than 
any punishment the courts could have,” she said. 

Santomero-Mechan and her mother traveled to Sutton for the first pan 
of this trial Kauffman attended a portion ot Beard's 1993 Inal, but was not 
able to come to West Virginia this year. 

Both Saraomcro-Mcehan and Kauftnann said their families had discussed 
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JACOB BEARD, FLANKED by dcfcni* attoru.yi SUph« 
Farmer, left, and George Castelle, right, prepares for what 
will be hit final day In coart 


filing a civil suit, but had not decided to do so yet. 

During closing arguments, Fanner pointed to Alkire as one of fee 87 
reasons Beard was innocent of fee crimes. 

Farmer alleged that Alkire had v cbestrated the case against Beard and 
coerced several witnesses into changing their stories to incriminate his cli- 
cot. 

The defense attorney listed several prosecution witnesses who had 
changed their stories after spending time wife Alkire, including Santomero 
and Durian’s traveling companion Elizabeth Johndrow, who first said she 
left the women at 1 p.m, on June 25. 1980, fee day of fee murders, and feet 
changed her testimony in 1993, saying Ck believed she parted from them at 
Richmond, Virginia, on June 24. ^ , 

"If Jacob Beard goes to jail in this case then none of us are free. Our la- 
milies aren’t free, our children aren’t free We’ll all have to be scared feat 20 
years from now somebody is going to make up a story about us," fee attor¬ 
ney argued. The prosecution’s case Is like a puff of smoke, Farmer said, 
“every lime you get bold of It, it slips through your fingers " 

Farmer said Beard's inability to recall exactly where he was on the alter- 
noon of June 25, 1980, was not a reason to find him guilty. "He’s been 
brutally honest about fee fact he can’t remember where be slopped," fee at¬ 
torney said. “If he wanted to be could have made up a story The reason you 
should believe him is because he wouldn't do that.’ 

Beard, Farmer told fee jury, was just a man who worked hard as a me¬ 
chanic and was taking care of a family, while fee state would "have you be¬ 
lieve Mr Beard far no reason at all, and totally out of character, shot these 
wtxnen .’* 

Fanner asked the jury to recall the confession of Joseph Paul Franklin, 
who “hail fee resume to do what he did. He traveled around fee country doing 
it over and over," Fanner said. 

The defense attorney noted that Franklin had confessed to fee murders in 
19H4 and drew a map that detailed fee area where fee murders were commit- 
ted. 

Farmer touched on fee defense's other theory of fee case, feat Santo- 
mere and Durian were killed by Beard’s funner co-defendant, Gerald Brown, 
and his companion Bobby Lee Morrison, more during closing arguments 
than he had throughout fee defense case. Several people who testified for the 
prosecution did so to protect Brown and Morrison, fee defense attorney al¬ 
leged, including Mike and Odessa Hivcly, Brown's half-brother and sister-in- 
law, and Dale Morrison, Grace Hanna, and Betty Bennett Prill, Bobby Lee 
Morrison's brother, mother and close friend. 

None of those people came forward when Brown and Morrison were 
jailed for fee murders in 1983, the defense attorney said, and did not speak 
wife investigators until 1992 when Beard was charged. 

Prosecutor Stephen Dolly, who took over closing arguments alter Poca¬ 
hontas County Prosecuting Attorney Wall WeifonJ was hospitalized Tues¬ 
day, told fee jury the premise of a conspiracy against Beard wasn't believ¬ 
able, noting that Alkire was “not out to get an innocent man. For ail feat 
fingcipouuing at Bob Alkire. where’s fee evidence to back it up?" Dolly 
asked the jury. 

“We wouldn't be here today If it weren’t for tied phone call he made to 
Vicki Durian’s father," Dolly advised fee jury. “And that’s where he went 
too far. (Alkire) was put on to fee defendant because of the defendant's own 
actions." 

Franklin’s confession was not credible and didn’t work, Dolly said. 
Franklin, fee prosecutor said, had some information and knew wbni people 
wanted to hear. “He's just like fee guys who tell fortunes anti read palms," 
Dolly argued. “He’ll give von what vou want to hear, but nothing you can 

n 


'ranklin’s confession kept people coming to see him, Dolly said, and 
bought him more time on Missouri s death row. And if Franklin had been 
allowed to travel to West Virginia to testify in this case, as the prosecution 
planned, he'd have sane “windshield therapy." 

"He's not worth much belief," fee prosecutor said 

As for the Brown/Morrison theory, Dolly reminded fee jury they bad 
heard no evidence about them. Dolly said Brown's former wife, Drema, was 
more likely the witness testifying to protect him. Drema Brown first told 
her story in 1983. Dolly said, and “now she’s stuck " 

1 ne possibility narrowed to Beard, Dully said, reminding fee jury feat 
fee prosecution witnesses had no stake in fee outcome, while two notable 
defense witnesses, Beard and his wife. Linda, had much riding on fee jury’s 
verdict 

“It all comes down to the ‘team,"’ Dolly said, using Linda Beard’s de¬ 
scription ot her marital relationship. “Tell me they don’t have a stake in 
this." 

“When you look at the face of Jacob Beard, you took at fee face of a 
man who has already committed murder twice,” Dolly told fee jury “There 
is not much that would stop him now to keep his freedom." 

A female juror was dismissed Wednesday morning and replaced with a 
male alternate, causirg the jury to have exactly fee same 10-man, two- 
woman make-up as fee Greenbrier County jury that convicted Beard. 

Ihc 20-year -ok) Rainbow Murder's are once again officially unsolved. 


Orchids... 

To fee Pocahontas Community Club for its wonderful after prom 
party at KHS Your support of youth is appreciated. 
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him. he md He disposed of the w omtn'% duffel begs m “what appeared to 
be a dump" several miles from wb*re be shea the women, be said. 

The serial killer said he was on his way to Uxiftgton, Kentucky, after 
he had robbed a bank in Burlingitm, Worth Cantina, on the prcvkma day 
He traveled to Virginia Beach. Virginia, in the interim, he said Franklin 
said he was driving a b!ack Chevrolet Nova that had been light blue before 
be painted it. Thai pattern matches vehicle paint chips found on one of the 
women 1 s bodies, according to a Stale Police Crime lib sergeant 

Franklin described the gun be used to kill the women an a foreign made 
44 Magnum with a sevcn-and-a-half inch barrel In 1984 he drow a map of 
the area where he said he killed the women Defense attorney* have called 
the map “detailed" while prosecutors hive called u * vague." 

The women's backpack* were found nearly 60 mites from where the 
murdered women wen fotmd in a fhotkriendran thicket off Rt 60 near Hica 
The confession was a videotaped deposition taken in October, 1997, by 
Prosecuting Attorney Walt Wetford and Simms, 

Prosecutors bad wanted tc bring Franklin to West Virginia to testify in 
ihetr case against Beard; however, Missouri officials refused u> gram Frank¬ 
lin travel time Franklin also refused to speak with attorneys in the case in a 
seccmd video deposition because it would be the fourth time be has spoken 
with West Virginia authorities. According to lead investigator Robert Al- 
kire, Franklin said four was a bad number for him 

Another defease witness placed two women, one in a red sweatshirt, 
getting into a 1969-1971 Mack Chevrolet Nova. 

John Blake, of Maxwelton, sakl a* he was driving Mane from work he 
iw two women headed north on Rt 219 just above Lewisburg Blake said 
he stopped at the Little General Store in MixwcJlon and the women entered 
the More, as well 

Blake said they left with a tall, thin mate who had neither tattoos nor 
glasses. F ranklin has both. 

The Maxwelton man positively identified the red Univenite of Iowa 
athletic department sweatshirt Santomcro was wearing when her body was 
found on Briery Knob While Blake said H was sure one woman was wear* 
ing blue leans, one was wearing fatigue pant - and the other lavender slacks. 

Blake said he could have seen the women as early as 3:30 p.m or as 
late as 6 p m. 

Three police officers who formerly worked on this murder case testified 
for the defense, 

First Sergeant Mike Jordan, who operates out of Likins with die Bureau 
of Criminal Investigation, said he interviewed state’s eyewitness Johnnie 
Lewis in June. 1992, when Lewis said he didn’t sec the murders occur. 

Jordan, who in 1993 testified that be went to Maximum to “bk>w apwt” 
l ewis 1 statement, said Wednesday that statement meant he wanted to "pick 
apart his statements, the three of them, and see which one was the truth/ 1 
The sergeant said when be left the interview he believed Ijewis » as be¬ 
ing truthful when he said he didn’t see the murders. Jordan said he inter* 
viewed IxwLs only once and largely worked on another aspect of the invest!* 
gtttion. 

Jordan also brought in another BCI investigator. Dallas Wolfe, to inter* 
view lewis. 

Wolfe testified that l^ewis said he was intimidated and had tokl the offic¬ 
ers what they wanted to hear when he said he had wit, cased the shooting. 

Wolfe interviewed Winters Charles Walton in June, 1992, as well when 
Walton told him "he wasn’t sure whether he heard shots or whether he 
dreamed 1C Wolfe testified. 

The investigator said he didn’t challenge Walton's story until he said be 
maltin'i remember wlethcr he’d seen it or heard It 

Doth officers testified that they had not spoken to Lewis or Walton 
smee June, 1992, and had not born involved any further ui die invexitgaltoft 
Another officer who was on the scene of die murders also testified for 
the defense, as wen Gary Holt, who was a State Fuhcc corporal stationed in 
Marlinton at the dine, said he recalled the bodies of two women on Briery 
Knob in June, 1980. Holt said be noted a wet smear of bkmd on one wom¬ 
an's hand. Then! was m> wound on her hand. Hod noted. The former State 
Police Corporal said he noted no rigor mortis in citiicr woman. 

Mott noted that dew had fallen and it was ’’clammy" uuisidc. 

He said he couk j’t attempt a guess at a lime of death and said under 
ero , examination that the smear of Mood could have occurred tf the bodies 
were moved 

B«nf s former employer and a coworker testified on his behalf, 

Both Ales Arbucklc, who is currently vice-president of Greenbrier Trac- 
tor Sales, and Karen Willia, who has been a fxiukkccpcr there for over 20 
years, said it was not unusual for GTS employees to write in a quilting time 
on their time cards since employees were frequently called out to work lor a 
customer in the afternoons 

Arbucklc said Beard was a good employee whose work was more than 
satisfactory Beard was a good mechanic, Arbuckle testified, who got his 
work done and was dependable. 

Beard testified in 1993 that he was working in the field for a GTS cus- 
lumcr whose name be cnuldti’ l remember on the afternoon of June 25,1980, 
and later attended a meeting of (lie Pocahontas County Board of Fducalioii to 
oppose the consolidation of Hillsboro school with Marlinton. 

Lewis 1 former attorney, Marilyn Thompson, testified to what Ixwis 
said to her when third parties were present. 1 boifipson could not testify to 
anything Ixwis mid her alone because of attorney-client privilege. 

Thompson said she had no independent leeolJcnion of any ol Lewis* 
statements ami refreshed her memory by reading her 1993 testimony. 


Thursd ay. May 25 

Key defense witness testifies for Beard 

A former co-dcfendant in the Rainbow Murder (Vse testified Thursday 
that he was with suite's eyewitness Johnnie l ewis all day the murders oc¬ 
curred and saw neither Jacob Burnt nor the murders. 

Arnold Cutlip, of Marlinton, said Ixwra lived with him and was with 1 
him every day cutting locust posts. 

Lewis has testified that he was with Cutlip on Briery Knob when he 
saw Beard shoot two women. 

Oil the day of the murders Cutlip said be and Lewis worked all morning 
cutting luuist posts, then delivered the posts to a customer in Buckeye. Af¬ 
ter he was paid, Cutlip said, he and Lewis went to Marlinton where he made 
arrangements to purchase a pickup truck from Paulmcr "Buddy" Adluson 
Cutlip said he and Lewis intermittently drunk liquor and beer all afternoon, 
stopping at two different bars to drink beer, as well as purchasing two 12- 
packx of beer to have m the road 

Cutlip said he and Lewis were at Droop Mountain Battlefield State Park 
Un a brief period with Aiiluson, but did not see Beard's Jormer co-defendaiiLs 
ficntld Brown, Richard Fowler and Bill McCoy or the pruaecutiou*! other 
eyewitness, Winters Charles Walton 

Other witnesses have placed all those people at the park entrance and 
one witness 1 cm ulied she saw two unfamiliar women in Fowler’s van, 

Cutlip said he did hear community rumors that Beard had committed the 
murders and was asked if he was at raid ol Beard The witness saki he told 
people he was not. 

Under r ss examination, Cutlip admitted that he had himself said Beard 
may have committed the murders, but testified later that he also had specu¬ 
lated that Biown and a companion may have killed Santomcro and Durian. 

Proseeutof Steplien Doily asked Cutlip about a statement he had given 
police just one week alter the murder* occurred, Dolly said dial statement re 
fleeted some details that were not in Cutlip’s testimony, while it did not in¬ 
clude other details Cutlip now recalls. 

Cutlip said be did riot read the document before he signed it. 

Ibc witness said he was offered immunity in the murders if be testified 
against Beard, bid not if he told any other narrative of the day. He did not 
accept the agreement and testified he could again be charged with the mines. 

"I just couldn’t do it/’ Cutlip testified. *1 know what Johnnie said 
wasn't true " 

"it Johnnie lewis is telling the truth and if Pee Wee Waihm is telling 
the truth and if the folks who say they saw the defendant and Pfee Wee and 
Bril McCoy and you and Richie fowler are telling the truth you could be in 
trouble, couldn't you?' 4 Dolly asked 

"Looks like it," Cudip said. 

“You have a perM4*aJ stake in making >mc these folks (the jury) do not 
believe Johnnie Lewis and the rc&l of the Stale's witnesses' 1 " Doily inquired, 

"1 know nothing about the others, 1 know about Johnnie Lewis/* Cutlip 
said 

Bcanf $ wife, Linda Beard, tesuified on behalf of her husband 


lands Beard described a hardworking husbeind who had a good job m Kl a 
loving family who worked alongside bun on the farm "We were a team," 
she said 

She testi lied her husband oune home around 5:30 p.m. on June 25, 
1980, they ate supper and left fc) attend a meeting of (he Vt icahoota* County 
BohrI <4 tducMauQ where comobdiuoii of HiUsboro School with Martin 
ton was in be a topic 

She called her husband m 3:50 pm to remind him of the meeting and 
to ask him id bring home some items from the unit, she lestifted. 

Ijnda Beard Mad her husband was “definitely not" drinking that evening 
and exhibited no unruly behavior at die meeting where several people were 
ang^y and speaking loudly 

Ihcy amved at the meeting m tunc, she said, but had to wait outside 


for a time because ihe meeting wm delayed to accommodate the targe crowd 
that attended They waited with Patty and Roger Pria and "Stooder" and Nora 
I xxi Workman, Linda Beard lesiifted 

She was working the II p,m,*7 a m shift at Denmar Stale Hospital, 
:he testified, and left the meeting early. Her husband rode home with the 
Mils, she said 

Linda Beard found out about the murder* of two young women on 
Briery Knob when she arrived at work, she said, but no one had any detail* 
about the crimes, including the identities of the women 

She tesitifed she loved her husband and very much wanted him to be 
with her 

Unda Beard' s cousin, Patticia Westfall, formerly Prill, also testified that 
Beard was neither drinking nor urnuly at the board of education meeting 
Westfall placed Jacob Beard outside the board of education meeting before 
7:30 pm 

Roger Prill's 1993 testimony was read into the record. It mirrored that 
of Wesifall’s Roger Priu i* now deceased 

Another witness ha* testified Beard was drinking at the meeting. 

Gerald Brown’s former wife, Drema testified that she was at home most 
of the day on June 25, 1980, and no one visited their Droop Mountain 
home Drema Brown said she would recall if Fowler had shipped by, par¬ 
ticularly if he brought two young women 
Gerald Brown is now deceased. 

Drema Brown said she clearly recalled the event* of the iky because her 
mother and sister were arriving from Ohio that evening She said she ran out 
of cleaning fluid and went to the Droop Cash Siorc to purchase some The 
store was out of cleaning fluid, so she went to her aunt’s home to tell her 
she was going to Hillsboro to make the purchase. 

She said she warned someone to know where she was in case her family 
arrived, ^ne said. 

The witness also testified that Fowler, Beard and McCoy did not come 
to her home that evening to wash out Fowler’s van, Brown said access to 
water was around the back of the traitei, but said plywood was nailed over 
the hot water healer in the irdilcr’s fron* 

Brown testified that her husband came home dnmk ml wanted her to 
transport him to move a log truck. They left home about dusk, she said 
Drema Brown’s sister. Ten Kershncr, testified that she, too, remembered 
no one else visiting the Brown home that evening. Kershncr said she and her 
mother visited other family in Ihe area for a time that evening. Kershncr re¬ 
membered Brown made pork loin and green bean* for dinner that evening, 
she said, as was the t aditioti in the family. 

State's witnesses have placed Fowler's van at Brown’s trailer on two 
different occasions that day, once in the early afternoon and once later in the 
evening when one witness said he taw Beard, McCoy and Fowler washing 
out the back of the van with a water hose, 

Erldnya M m.26 

Beard denies committing murders, can't say where he was 

The man on trial for murdering two young women hitchhiking to a 
Rainbow Family Gathering in 1980 took the stand in hi* own defense Fri¬ 
day, denying involvement in the crimes, but unahie to say where lie was 
conclusively for a period of several hours, 

* f r>id you kill these young ladies?” lead defense attorney Stephen Fanner 
asked. 

“No, sir, I did not” Beard answered 

Jacob Wilson Beard, a Pocahontas Couniy native, testified that be was 
only casually familiar with former co-defendants Richard Fowler, Bill Mc¬ 
Coy anti Arnold Cutlip, while tie said he did know former co-dcfcndant Ger¬ 
ald Brown from a business relationship. 

The defendant testified the ordeal had been difficult. '*lt’s been very 
hart,” he said, M lt’s destroyed my family/* 

Beard ssid he was working all day on June 25, 1980, for Greenbrier 
Tractor Sales. His lime card for that day shows a handwritten check-out time 
of 5:15 p m Beard was not in the shop at GTS the remainder ol the wcck r 
but oni oo service calls for customers noted on the card Times for June 26 
and 27 are hand-written, as well, by someone other than Beard. 

He was home by 5:45 p m,, he said, l-aier, Beard s?iid, he attended a Po¬ 
cahontas County Boar J of Education meeting where the consolidation ol 
Hillsboro School with Marlinton, 

Farmer asked Beard to name all the farms between GTS and his home 
near Hillsboro Beard named over s half-dozen farms that pauor jml GTS 
while he worked there. But he couM not conclusively pinpoint at which one 
he stopped. Beard said he may have been delivering a pan rather than making 
a service call, but be could not recall exactly where he was. 

"I wish 1 could/’ Beard testified, M 1 have tried to remember ” 

Beard said he knew' be left CITS for work purposes, otherwise he would 
have |mnetted out. 

Ihe defendant md he had gone to farms to find records, but none was 
h variable. “ Ihey don’t keep them that long, apparently/’ he said. 

GTS always kept a record of work activities, but none was available 
when he tried to obtain than in 1993, be saki. l*x:aust i . those records are de¬ 
stroyed alter 10 years, "In 1980 there would have been either a repair order, a 
parts ticket or i\ warranty claim to verify where Jake Scant was/’ he testified. 

Beard said he remembered that his wife had critcd him to remind him of 
the board of education meeting and to ask hr bring kuxnc some items from 
the store. He produced a receipt from J & K Market in the amount of $19,95 
for June 25. 1980; however, under cross elamination, Beard admitted that 
neither a time nor a name is associated with the purchase on the receipt. 

As he traveled home dial evening, the defendant testified he saw Chris 
tine Cook, now Borcbeft with Paulmcr ‘Buddy” Adkisnn and his former co- 
defendant Bill McCoy with two unfamiliar women al a pbee tailed ' Lover’s 
Lane/* Beard placed the group there at 5:30 p.m 

Borchcfl testified she dki not know Baird then and could not place him 
on I Troop Mountain that day. al though she did place McCoy and another &h 
defeudant, Richard Fowtet, al the entrance to Dnxip Mountain Battlefield 
State Park, along with two women she didn’t know. 

Beard testified he arrived at the board of education meeting between 7:15 
and 7:20 p.m., 10 minutes before it was scheduled to begin, ihe meeting 
was held in the elementary school cafeteria, he testified, but like location did 
not change, a & another witness has testitiod 

He iCMilied he was not drinking that day and only drank a small amount 
on weekends al home, never i bars or out with other people; however 
Beard said the 1983 death of his father caused him to drink more heavily M 1 
loved my dad very deeply/’ be te.stified. "1 was ujiset/’ 

By that time, Beard was already a suspect in the slayings of Santomcro 
and Durian because of a telephone cal] he made to Durian 1 ! father in Iowa in 
early July, 1982, Beard said he made the calls because he’d read an article t*i 
a newspaper about die unsolved murders. Efforts to find an anniversary ar/- 
cle about the murders in the three publications he read, including this news¬ 
paper, were unsuccessful, be said, 

”1 thought it was awful two girls had died in our home nnmty aiwl they 
httdift found the killer/’ he testified “I told Linda if this was our daughter 
I’d be on the police every day to End out what had happened. 1 thought 
maybe the parents could prod the police into doing something or bring in 
another law enforcement agency ” 

He said be told Howard Durian be didn’t believe die police in the area 
were capable of solving the crime, but added be ihoughi the Pocahontas 
Couniy Sheriffs Department was in charge of the investigation. T may 
have told him the people m the area were sorry that it happened in our area." 

He didn’t give his name lo I toward Durian, be said, because be thought 
"it would be better not to bet.x>me involved in it. 1 didn’t know anything 
about the murders,” he testified. 

Beard said he got the Durian’s telephone number through an operator. 
He testified he did not also call the New York family because he could not 
say Santomcro. 

A month later. Beard testified, he was conuieted by police and voluntari¬ 
ly went to State Police headquarters in Maitinton where for die first time he 
met Sergeant Robcn Aik ire 

Beard said he exasperated with police in the interview and admitted mak¬ 
ing the telephone calls. 

Stephen Doily of the Prosecuting Attorney's institute asked Beard to 
use bis own time line in detetmine at which farm he might have stopped. 

Dolly said farms in Franklord could be eliminated because Beard could 
not have seen Cook, Adkison and McCoy al Lover’s Lane 15 minutes later 
because of driving time. Dolly also said the clockout lime of 5:15 p m. 
meant Beard could not have stopped at farms north ol Droop Mountain it he 
had seen the trio at 5:30 p.m Thus, Dolly concluded Baud’s whereabouts 
were narrowed to two farms near Rcnick. Beard appeared to agree with alt 
Dolly’s assumptions, hut amid not say with certainty he was at cillier farm 
But Dolly’s presumption that Beard had gotten Durian’s telephone 
number because he might have been still in possession of some of the vic¬ 
tim’s belongings met with an emphatically negative answer from Beard 
The prosecution put on seven witnesses in rebuttal in an attempt to de¬ 
fuse the defense’s case for Beard 

three witnesses testified to discredit Joseph Paul 1 ranklin ' s cmucssaoci 
to the murders Franklin’s October, 1997, drpo^ilioti played a part in Senior 
Status Judge Charles Lobban's dcctsmo to giant Beard a new trill That two- 
hour deposition was played for the jury in this trial since Franklin refused to 
grant attorneys a second chance lo depose him 

Robert Cassidy, of Nashville. Tennessee, said he sokl a Browning 30,06 
to Franklin either on June 24 or June 25, 1980. Cassidy said he recalled the 
dale because Tuesday and Wednesday were his only days oft hum CSX Rail- 
mad and had been each week for 20 yem. 

The Nashville man said he had advertised few guns atparaAely in the 


Trader's Post, a free publication, between June 16 and June 23, 1980, Mid 
knew he Mrid the Browning 30.06 after the advertisement ran out 

Cassidy said he got a phone call from a man in a nearby town and gave 
him directions. He recalled ihe man as being six fert tall aod about 180 
pounds with reddish hair and glasses with one thick lens. Cassidy said the 
man never smiled. “1 couldn’t break that personality,” he said. 

The man picked up rhe gun in Cassidy’s kitchen and aimed Ik Cassidy 
said, and then said he'd take the weapon, giving Cassidy 1400 in rash 

*Hc had a nil that would choke a mute” Cassidy testified 

Franklin is legally blind in his right eye and ha* a habit of either wear¬ 
ing wigs or coloring his hair He ha* admitted robbing a bank in Burling 
ion. North Carolina, on June 24, 1980 

Six months later C assidy was visited by FBI agents who asked him to 
identify a picture of the man who bought his gun. But Cassidy told those 
agent* in 1980 that he sold the gun on July 5 He had not changed his story 
until 1998 when he testified in a hearing tu Uwisburg. Cassidy said he 
could ikh have sold the gun on July 5, a Saturday, because be was working 
that day H ll U my 100% belief that 1 sold the gun on the 24th or 25th, 1 
Cassidy said 

Sergeant Steve Dawson testified he had checked out Franklin’s map, 
which he drew in 1984. M ! don’t think it’s an accurate depiction myself” 
Dawson said "It all took place oo the other side of the rt«d That’s not bow 
it was.” 

The sergeant also said he checked mileage from the scene where the bod¬ 
ies of Santomcro ano Durian were found to the interstate and found it was 
30.5 miles. Dawson said on a normal day travel would lake 45 minutes 
Franklin said he traveled less l bv< t5 with the women before be 

shot them . 

And David Sterling, who resides in a fetteral penitentiary in Florence, 
Colorado, said Franklin told him he hadn't conmiticd the murders of Sanlo- 
mcro and Durian. 

Sterling said be wrote a tetter to the FBI after he saw Franklin’s ap¬ 
pearance on the CBS news program 60 Minutes II. Franklin’s confession on 
that program did not match the story Franklin told him in prison, Sterling 
said. 

Sterling said Franklin began to talk about the West Virginia murders in 
terms that closely mirrored another murder he’d committed in either Ohio or 
Wisconsin. He began to discuss the West Virginia case after a reporter visit¬ 
ed him in Marion, Illinois. Sterling said I: ranklin told him be got informa¬ 
tion on the case from newspapers, but never showed him die articles. 

Sterling said Franklin was talking about religion and “saving bis soul 
or w^al vas left of it” when be denied killing Sanlometo and Durian "He 
said T swear to God I didn’t do that. I wasn’t anywhere near there when that 
happened/” Sterling testified 

The prisoner testified he neither sought nor expected any favors in ex¬ 
change for his tesUmony. 

Lead investigator Robert Alkire was back oo the stand to refute some of 
Beard’s evidence in testimony. 

Alkire said he asked for ail work records from Greenbrier Tractor Sates 
pertaining to Beard’s activities on June 25, 1980. "The only thing we could 
find was a time card/’ Alkire testified. 

Grace Hanna testified trial she saw Beard’s former co-defendant Arnold 
Cutlip between 2 and 2:30 p.m. on June 25, 1980, cm the side of Droop 
MtmnUun with Joiinnie Lewi*. Paulmcr Adkison and Chiistinc Cook. Cut- 
lip, whose affidavit also prompted Lobban to grant Beard a new (rial, testi¬ 
fied that be saw Hanna between 5 and 5:30 p m. that day. 

Mike Hively testified that access to hot water was available in the front 
of (ienild Brown’s trailer. Hively said be believed dial a door to the hot wa¬ 
ter heater was still in place in I he summer of 1980. During deer season of 
that year, Hively said be believed Brown replaced the door with a piece of 
plywood, which was not nailed in place, but set in place of the door. Brown 
is now deceased. Hively is Brown’s half-brother and was bis next door 
neighbor. 

Brown’s tminer wife, Drama, testified that the plywood w,is nailed there 
and that access to water was in back of her home. 

A prosecution witness placed Beard, Fowler and McCoy at Brown’s 
nailer washing out Fowler’s van with a hose 

A friend of key prosecution witness Johnnie l-cwis testified that Lewis 
told him be was on Briery Knob the day of the murders. Droop Mountain 
resident Jerry Morrison said Lewis told him a year later that 'he was back 
there” the day Santomcro and Durian were killed. 


Tutsday. May 34 

Rainbow prosecutor taken ill, judge denies defence motion 
Fur mHtrtul 

Prosecutor Stephen Dotty will take ova dosing arguments in the Rain¬ 
bow'Murder Case after Pocahontas County Prosecuting Attorney Walt Wei- 
ford was hospitalized Tuesday, reportedly with a lung infection 

Wei ford was transported to Charleston Area Medical Center, Manorial 
Division. 

I Jolly, who ha* aided Weiford throughout the trial, will have an hour to 
argue for the state in its case against Jacob Beard. 

A member of Beard’s defense team, George CasiCUe, made a motion for 
a mistrial with prejudice, meaning Beard could never again be prosecuted for 
the murders. 

f’astcllc said he compared tbe testimonies of 10 prosecution witnesses 
and tbund ’ deeply troubling results.* 

Ti<ose witnesses have changed (heir testimonies, ( astelle said, and al¬ 
leged a "concerted effort by someone on the prosecution team* Lo elicit 
"massive coordinated perjury." 

(as telle further alleged that the prosecution had conceded the story 
agaimt Beard in an attempt to convict a man they knew to be innocent* 

Dolly took exception to Castelle's argumcm, pointing out that the de¬ 
fense attorney had no evidence of M a eonspiracy on me part ol the state 11 The 
pio.secuto* siiht that inference bordered ixi die insuliir.g 

Lobban denied the motion, saying credibility of wiincscs was for the 
jury to determine "This is not a matter the ctnirt takes away from the jury 
I >obban said. 

ITie judge will instruct the jury Wednesday morning. Closing argu¬ 
ments are expected to conclude in the afternoon. 
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Gathering was completed on Friday of last week. After a long Memorial 
Day weekend, the trial of Jacob Wilson Peard resumed on Tueday 

The trial was complicated Tuesdav by the Hidden illness of Prosecuting 
Attorney Walter Wet ford early in the day, Weiford was taken to a Charles¬ 
ton hospital, reportedly with a lung infection. Stephen Dolly, who ha, 
been assisting Weiford. will complete the case for the stale 

Tuesday also saw a motion by the defense for a mistrial. Senior Status 
Judge Charles lobban denied the motion. 

Beard, 54, is accused of the 1980 slayings of Nancy Santomero. 19, of 
Huntington. Long Island, New York, and Vicki Durian, 26, of Wellman. 
Iowa. 

Santomero and Durian were found shot to death at close range by a 
high-powered weapon on Briery Knob, a remote section of southern Poca¬ 
hontas County. _ VJ 

Beard's second trial was moved to Bmxton County from (ireenbncr 
County because of pre-trial publicity. The case was moved from Pocahontas 
County in 1993 because of public sentiment. 

The Greenbrier County jury convicted Beard of two counts of murder in 
the first degree and recommended no mercy, meaning he had no possibility 

of parole, , . . 

In 1999, Lobban set aside the jury’s verdict aftet a serial ktiler, Joseph 
Paul Franklin, confessed to the crimes under oath and Beard’s former co-de¬ 
fendant, Arnold Cutiip filed an affidavit that potentially impeaches a key 
prosecution witness. 

Bean) has maintained his innocence since be was arrested in 1992. 

1 .obhan will instruct the jury Wednesday morning and attorneys are ex¬ 
pected to give closing arguments that afternoon. 

The trial has lasted nine days and over three dozen witnesses have testi¬ 
fied. 
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Ky* wit nesses testify lit Rainbow Murder Case 

The prosecution presented its key witnesses Tuesday in the 20-year-old 
Rainbow Murder Case, . 

One of those witnesses said he saw Jacob Wilson Beard kill two yotmg 
women on Briery Knob, a remote section of southern Pocahontas County. 

Johnnie Washington lewis, of Hillsboro, said on the witness stand be 
recalled hearing gun shots and seeing one girl fan and the other start running 
away from Beard. Beard shot the second girt then. Lewis testified. 

“Did you sec who shot her?’ asked Prosecuting Attorney Walt Weiford. 

"Jacob," replied Lewis. 

Uwis said be believed Beard shot the women because he saw Beard s 
arm move at the same time he beard shots. Lewis testified tc did not see a 

weapon because Beard's buck was to him 

"Did you ever forget about whal you d seen 7 Weiford asked. 

"Tried to but 1 couldn’t," Lewis said. 

No one had to help him remember anything, be said. 

The man testified be was seated in Arnold Cutiip s truck when he wit¬ 
nessed the murders 1-ewis lived with Cutiip at the time. 

tie also placed Beard and former co-defendants Gerald Brown, Richard 
Fowler, Bill McCoy and Cutiip together ai Droop Mountain Battlefield 
State Park as well as on Briery Knob in his testimony. 

Lewis said after the murders occurred he and Cutlir went to Hillsboro to 
a beer joini. Lewis said be had only one beer, while Cutiip "got pretty well 

He lived with Cutiip only two or Uiree days after die murders occurred, 
t,cwis siiicL 

Uwis said be couldn't remember exactly when he told police he’d wit¬ 
nessed the minders. . . „, .. . , 

But when he did tell police, Lewis testified that a "big fellow shook 
his handcuffs at him and made him feel “nervous.” Police did not tell him 
what to say about the murders, Lewis said. 

Beard s defense attorney Stephen Farmer questioned Lewis extensively 
on his several statements to police, some of which reflect his beii.g Ihcrc 
when the murders occurred and some of which reflect a denial he was there. 

"Sometimes you think you were there and sometimes you think you 
weren't there?’ Farmer Inquired. 

"I think I was there," l.ewts said. 

Weiford later asked Lewis why he at limes said be wain t there. 

"Scared, I reckon." be replied. 

“Whv did you change your sioryT Weiford asked. 

"Scared." Lewis said. 

Ihe prosecutor briefly addressed Arnold Cutlip's altidavii that says he 
was with Lewis all day on June 25, 1980, and they did not see Beard 

"If Amie Culiip claims not to have seen the killings, is that true? 
Wnfonl asked. 

“No." I.ewis said. 

“Why would he say romelhing that wasn t true !' the prosecutor asked. 

“I don’t know," Lewis said. 

“Would you change your story?’ 

“No." 

“If you didn’t see these girls killed, now is the time to «ay.” Weiford 
told Lewis. 

“1 seen it” 

lire "roseculion's other witness, Winters Charles Walton, said be re¬ 
called being on Briery Knob that day and placed Bean) there with a weapon; 
however, Walton stopped short of saying he saw Beard shoot the two girts 

Walton said he was with Fowler and McCoy when they found out two 
Rainbow Girls were in Rcnicks Valley. Fowler drove to the area just south 
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rhen everyone jumped up in the van, Walton testified, he thought be¬ 
cause of shots, but could not recall. 

“I was pretty intoxicated by then," he saw, 

However, Walton said “there was a panic" and he remembered a girl run 

to the side door of the van, . L . fllll 

“She was screaming, trying to get in, be testified. She b.i<.ked out 
The girl was not able to enter the van because the men inside were 

standing in her way, be believed. .... 

"Do you know what happened after that T Weiford asked. 

“She was shot, I guess,” Walton said. , . 

Walton said be remembered a person ir. ihr toor of the van with a gun, 
but could not remember who it was. . 

While be recalled Fowler and two Dean brothers, Larry, and a brotnw 
whose name he could not remember, were in the van with him. be could not 
say whether Beard or McCoy kilted the women. 

“Was it Bill?," the prosecutor asked 
“I'm not sure,” Walton said. 

"Was it Jake Beard?’ 

“He w s the one with the gun," Walton testified 
Walton said after the shooting be “blacked out from the shock and the 
combination of liquor and marijuana. 

“Were you scared?’ Weiford ask xJ. 

“Yes w 

Walton said he later remembered McCoy awakening him in the field 
above where die girls were murdered. . „ . . 

“lie asked me what 1 did it for," Walion said. “I said ‘what He said 

'shoot them girls '" . . , 

Walion said be told McCoy he didn't shoot the women, butuggeatod 
they report the deaths to the police. This suggestion angered McCoy, Wal¬ 
ton testified, and McCoy “got mad" 

McCoy hit him in the stomach and said, “We ain t goin to the law, he 

testified. 

Walton said be didn’t recall seeing the bodies of the women. 

Under intense cross-examination by Farmer, Walton said he was telling 
the truth when he told investigators he knew nothing of the murders and 
only recalled details when a "big" police officer picked him up at his work¬ 
place and threatened him. bit him in the face, bending his glasses, and told 
him he could be hit so nothing would show. . _ .. 

The officer took him into the back room of tic Ma/linton Slate Police 
Detachment. In there, Walton testified, the officer, identified as Sergeant 
Robert Lstcpp, shoved him from his chair ami placed his root on Walton s 
neck. Walion sakl be was “intimidated' 1 by Estepp s actions, and sunsequent- 
ly gave police a statement about the murders, but maintained that hstepp 
had not told him what to say that day when Weiford questioned him again. 

As Farmer pommeled Walton with questions about bis memory of the 
day the murders occurred and when and how it grew, Walton repeatedly said 
he remembered picking up the women. 

“You're not afraid of Mr, Beard, sue you?’ Farmer asked 
Walton eyed Beard for several moments before answering in the nega¬ 
tive. He also said he did not fear Fowler and McCoy. 

“Because you don't know who shot these girls," Fanner said. 

“Not for sure," Walton replied. 

"You’d be afraid of somebody you saw kill two people, Farmer stated. 
Walton agreed he would 

Farmer look each of Walton’s several statements and dissected i ,em be¬ 
fore the jury, pointing out some inconsistencies in details, but Walton 
agreed with Weirord that the gist of ail the statements was the same alter 
1992. 

Walton said he began to recall the murders in 1985 after a conversation 
with a co-worker at Dcruuu State Hospital. "1 remembered we stopped and 
picked up two girls," be testified , 

He dwelt on the memory, he said. "I pretty well thought of it every 
day," he testified. He started to remember more things, he testified. 

But Walton did not go to the police with his recollections. "I was hold¬ 
ing back." he testified. "1 didn’t want to get involved" 

When lead investigator Robert Allure questioned him in March, 1992, 
Walton said he provided Alkire with a list of people who were on Briery 
Knob that day. including Beard. . 

Walton also testified that he called Alkire on occasion because hs 
“wanted to tell him about those two girls." 

The prosecution rested as case Monday, but will call one witness out of 

order . . , 

Senior Status Judge (’barks l^obban denied a defense motion for a di¬ 
rected verdict of acquittal. Fanner told the court the prosecution's case was 
"guilt by association" 

1 .obhan said the evidence was sufficient to go to 'he jury 


Wedtmdav. May. 24 

Jury bears serial killer’s confession to Rainbow Murders 

The jury in the Rainbow Murder Case heaid die confession of a convict¬ 
ed serial killer Wednesday. Joseph Paul Franklin. 50, confessed that he 
killed the women because one of them sakt she dated black men and the oth¬ 
er said she would no that if she had the chance, 

"So I just decided to waste them at that time," Franklin said 
Defense attorneys representing Jacob Beard played the video deposition 
that lasted ova two hours 

Franklin has periodically confessed to and then denied committing the 
murders. Tut self-pioclaimcd white supremacist is now on death row in 
Missouri for the murder of a man outside a synagogue. Beard has always 
maintained bis innocence in the June 25. 1980. murders 
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- . . During the 1997 deposition Franklin said he picked up the women on 

Rainbow Girls were in Rcnicks Valley. Fowler drove to the area Pf 51 j’Wih m interstate highway when be was headed west out of Virginia. He turned 
of the Pocahontas-tHeenhriet county line and observed the women hitchhik- ^ conversalitl £ l0WBrd feelings about blacks, he said, and had already 

ing. ^ .... ., , . ,planned to kill both women when they stopped at a convenience store where 

They picked up the girls, he said, and McCoy helped load their back- P, gawlilK 

packs in the van. „„„ ... lianklin said he drove to a remote area 10-15 minutes from the convert - 

Frutn there they drove to Gerald Brown s trailer where McCoy made tel- - — ... ■ * *--- —- —- J 


tfiaque. 


epbone calls to invite others to party The girls left the van, he said, and 
McCoy and Fowler retrieved them. 

The group went to Droop Mountain Battlefield State Park where they 
met Paulmer ‘ Duddv’’ Adkison, Christine Cook and Beard. Brown followed 
them to the park. Waltoo said, and Cutiip came along later with U'*is 

Walton recounted lat« being on Briery Knob where the group drank, and 
all the men but Cutiip smoked marijuana Fowler and McCoy wanted to 
have sex wish the girls, Walton said. 

"those advances were rejected, Walton testified, but Met oy and Fowler 
held the girls in the vau. One fled from McCoy and asked him why they 
were doing this, he testified Walton said be told the woman be didn’t know. 

McCoy and Fowler gave up tin their pursuits, Walton testified, and left 
the van to "party ." 

Walton said he was seated in Fowler's van behind the driver's scat. He 
said he coo hi see Beard coming down the hill with a rote. 


ience store when be turned off onto a small mad surrounded by trees and 
pulled a gun on the women as be told them be was going to rape them. 

Both women refused his advances, be said, and he realized trying further 
would he futile; however, Franklin testified the threat of rape was a rose just 

to get tbe women out ol his car. 

Franklin said be wits cither standing outside the car or on his way out of 
the car when bt shot the First woman, die;, be fired a wiki shot at the one in 
the brck. shot the first woman again, then "whirled around and shot, aimed 
more carefully with both hands at the secumi one and shot her in the head 
that time." Franklin said he was a few feet irom the women at tbe time. 

He tint said tie putted tbe woman in ltrail out the driver's side, hut then 
agreed with (kfen.se attorney Brandon Simms that be pulled them out on the 
passenger side and left their bodies beside the din road. 

Franklin said he fled the scene and drove out in the same direction he'd 
arrived. He met a car and averted his bead so the driver wouldn't recognize 

_ai_J i, _ _ A 
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Ten new witnesses identified 

Defense makes plea for assistance in Rainbow Murder Case 


Defense counsel in the Rain¬ 
bow Murder Case made a pica for 
assistance to Senior Status Judge 
Charles Uibban last T uesday at uic 
end of a three-and-a-half hour hear¬ 
ing held in Greenbrier County, say¬ 
ing that the addition of a public 
defender was cr. cial to the case of 
Jacob Wilson Dcanl 

Miles Morgan, who represented 
Beard at the hearing, said be wanted 
the court to appoint one more attor¬ 
ney to the case. 

Beard wa. convicted of the lo¬ 
cally notorious Rainbow Murders 
in 1993 after a nearly three week 
trial. He was sentenced to two con¬ 
current life sentences with no mer¬ 
cy; however, U>hban ordered a new 
tried for the man after a former co* 
defendant submitted a sworn affida¬ 
vit which would potentially im¬ 
peach a state’s eycwiuicss. 

The victims in the case, 19- 
ycar-old Nancy Santomero, of 
Huntington, Long Island, New 
York, and 26-year-old Vicki Durian, 
of Wellman. Iowa, were found shot 
to death at close range on Briery 
Knob on June 25. 1980. 

The women were apparently 
traveling to a Rainbow family 
Gathering. 

Lobban granted Beard a new ui- 
al in January, citing newly discov¬ 
ered evidence in the form of a serial 
killer's confession and the affidavit 
of Beard's funner co-defendant, Ar¬ 
nold Cutlip. 

Tuesday's proceeding, a Kasti- 
gar hearing, was held to determine 
whether or not new evidence the 
state has in the case is (aimed by 
Uic fact Bctird has had an immunity 
agreement since February, 1933. 

Beard entered the immunity 
agreement with then-Pocahontas 
County lYosecutor J. Steven Hunt¬ 
er, now a prominent Lewis burg at¬ 
torney and spouse of current Lewis- 
burg mayor, DcEUa King Hunter. 

The West Virginia Supreme 
Court of Appeals ruled last year 
dial l.obban was correct in his 1996 
ruling that information Beard had 
provided to investigators was not 
sell-incriminating and further that 
die lack of a Kastigar bearing prior 
to the 1993 trial was harmless er¬ 
ror. 


l.obban balked at the sugges¬ 
tion Beard needed additional coun¬ 
sel, noting that the former Hills¬ 
boro man had received a better than 
average defense. 

“Mr. Beard has received a (’lass 
A defense all the way," Lobban 
said. “Maybe triple A." 

it's necessary to the defense. 
If s portant to the defense," Mor¬ 
gan said. “It's integral to the de¬ 
fense. 

“If I leave here today and I have 
failed this, I have failed my client." 

Morgan said he wanted George 
Casteel, a public defender from Ka¬ 
nawha County, to assist him in the 
case 

Beard's long-time attorney, 
Stephen Farmer, was not prr nt at 
the bearing. 

In a half-joking manner, Prose¬ 
cuting Attorney Walt Weiford made 
a similar request 

“Can you order the county 
commission to get me sane help 7 " 
Weiford asked the judge. 

“Do you need it/ Lobban said 
in a more serious tone. 

“If you were asking for a pri¬ 
vate prosecutor to the high heavens 
they would be streaming—or at 
least I think they would,” the judge 
wtl while indicating the defense. 

Weiford turned down the offer, 
but said he would apprise the court 
if be needed assistance at a later 
due. 

Lobbui asked Weiford to re¬ 
spond to Morgan's request within a 
week. 

The prosecutor made a request 
of his own, that to again depose 
convicted serial killer Joseph Paul 
Franklin, possibly by video confer¬ 
ence. 

Franklin gave a deposition in 
October, 1997, marking the first 
time he bad given his on-again-off- 
again confession to the murders un¬ 
der oath. 

Morgan said be did not have the 
authority to agree to another Frank¬ 
lin deposition. Farmer remains 
BeanJ’s lead counsel. 

Franklin is in a Missouri pris¬ 
on awaiting death by lethal injec¬ 
tion after being convicted of the 
murder of a man outside a syna¬ 
gogue. 



Morgan also asked to hire an 
investigative firm in Greenbrier 
County so that the defense could 
determine whether or not to ask for 
a change of venue. 

Weiford, on the other hand, said 
the Greenbriei County Court House 
suited him. “I'm happy to try it 
herehe said. 

But for the bulk of the bearing 
funner State Police Sergeant Robert 
Alkire was on the wiine s stand 
testifying about the slate's new evi¬ 
dence and the trail that led investi¬ 
gators there. 

Alkire testified that the stale 
has 10 witnesses who have come 
forward with new evidence. 

Among those former co-defend¬ 
ant Bill McCoy tops the list, fol¬ 
lowed by former co-defendant Gerald 
Lee Brown's son, Gerald Fugcnc, 
and fringe player, Paulmcr Adkison. 

McCoy and (ierald Ixe Brown 
were indicted along with Beard in 
1993. Geiald Lee Brown subse¬ 
quently died. Adkison's presence on 
Briery Knob for a brief period on 
June 25, 1980, has been undisput¬ 
ed; however, the slate never estab¬ 
lished that he was present during 
the murders. 

Alkire did not pinpoint what 
evidence McCoy would nmffer. hui 
under cross -examination said that he 
had paid a clinic $50 for McCoy's 
methadone treatment program for 
heroin users and wired another $500 
to him for his rent payment. 

Alkire said he expected Gerald 
Kugene Brown to recount both what 
bis father had told him about 'he 
murders and bis own memory of 
June 25, 1980. 

Adkison, Alkiic testified, 
should be able to determine the 
whereabouts of “certain individu¬ 
als" on the day of the murders, 
"probably not including Jacob 
Beard, but possibly," 

The former State Police Ser¬ 
geant leslilied that the state has new 
physical evidence in the form of 
ballistics tests performed with wea¬ 
pons belonging to Franklin. 

None of the weapons was found 
to have a connection to the murders 
of Santomero and Durian; however, 
“one or two (other weapons) could 
not be eliminated." Alkire said. 


And exactly which weapons 
could not be eliminated proved to 
be a surprise for Morgan when be 
elicited an unexpected answer from 
Alkire concerning chase weapons. 

“A .357 that Mr. Beard had," 
Alkire replied. "Wc couldn't ex¬ 
clude it" 

Morgan also cross-examined 
Alkire on the finer points of the 
Kastigar issue and the new investi¬ 
gation 

Alkire said be had wanted four 
new investigators with the West 
Virginia State Police to come to 
their own conclusions and had thus 
adopted a hands-off policy when it 
came to their investigation, 

“Staying out of the investiga¬ 
tion had nothing to do with Mr. 
Beard or Kastigar," Alkire testified. 
“Staying out of the investigation 
was because of the controversy in 
the State Police." 

The 1993 investigation was 
fraught with rancor in the Slate Po¬ 
lice when Bureau of Criminal in¬ 
vestigations Corporal Michael Jor¬ 
dan sought to debunk Alkire's theo¬ 
ry that Beard was the iriggcrman 
and place the blame on Franklin. 

Jordan testified on Beard's be¬ 
half at the 1993 trial. 

Alkire testified Tuesday that he 
had "looked at Franklin... exten¬ 
sively" during this investigation, 

Lobban is keeping his eye on a 
February court date and ordered 
another hearing for early December 
with a pre-trial hearing scheduled 
for mid-January. 

Beard, 53, remains free on 
bond 


Wesley Chapel United 
Methodist Church 
Hillsboro 
Every Sunday 
Sunday School—10 a.m. 
Worship Service—! 1 a.m. 

Ever- Wednesday 
Choir Practice—6:45 pm. 
Bible Study—7:30 p.m. 

Set Free Ministries 

Mill Point 

Worship Service—6 p.m. 
Wedhesday 

Worship Service—6 p.m. 
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POCAHONTAS COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL VALLEYIMLL TEAM 
Front row, l-r, Katie Smith, Alison Elegel, Mulei. Gum, Valurle McLaughlin, 
Tonya Way bright, Middle row, l-r, Jessica Dunbrack, Kirsten flelnemann, 
Rebecca Dllley, Natasha McMann. Rack row, l-r, Coach Caroline Sharp, Rebecca 
Stull, Jessica Rhea, Tina Flschl. Not pictured, Klsha Johnston. 
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Coast Guard Pet 
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Carr places in Georgia 
die Contest 

Levi Carr, of Huntersville, re¬ 
cently took second place in begin¬ 
ning Piddle competition it liic Geor¬ 
gia Mountain Fall 1 'estival in Hi- 
wassec, Georgia. 

Levi was visiting his grandfa¬ 
ther and uncle. Kvcrelie and Monte 
Carr. 

lie received a $50 check from 
the local lions Club Association of 
lliwassce. 

He is the son of Terry and 
Connie Carr and has taken riddle 
lessons from Para l.und. 
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POCAHONTAS SOUTH UNDER 14 soccer team, "The 
Wizards." Front row, |-r, Lenna Walkup, Shannon Saffer, 
Clay Hell, Troy McLaughlin, Josh VanKevnan, Derek Hanna, 
Joe Mosesso, Brandon Mace. Hack row, Ur, Lucy Mosesso, 
Clay Condon, Thurston Willis, Cory Simmons, Wes Burks, 
John Mace, Jonathon Burns. Not pictured, Bobby Mlnghlnl. 


Wizards soccer team lias 
undefeated season 


The Wizards, Pocahontas 
County's under-14 soccer team, had 
an undefeated season this year. 

Made up of players from 
Snowshoc Mountain to Jacox 
Knob, the team had 17 players, 
which helped conserve re; jurces 
during double headers and gave 
players a chance to try new posi¬ 
tions. 

Throughout the season* all 
games were well attended hy sup¬ 
portive parents and friends, 

Often starting out slow, the 
team would rally late in the game 
and manage to win, making for 
several edge-of-your-si at matches. 

The players showed good 
sportsmanship at every game. 

The Wizards faced another un¬ 
defeated team Sunday, die Under-14 
team from Millboro, Virginia. 

In a nurd-fought game, the 
Wizards trailed 1-0 lor much of the 
time. Although the home team 
controlled the bull well and had 
more shots on goal throughout the 


game, it was late in the fourth quar¬ 
ter before they found dir back of the \ 
.■el. 

And a few minutes later they 
scored again, making the final score 

2-10-1. j 

Coach Mike Condon had lots 
of help, with his son, Matt, run¬ 
ning several practices and occasion¬ 
ally Phil Rolleston conduct mg skill 
clinics, 

"The players earned every win, | 
working hard and playing well, and ( 
arc to be commended for reprerent¬ 
ing our area showing discipline and j 
sportsmanship at practice and dur¬ 
ing games, 11 Condon said. 

Clay Bell* Wes Burks, Iona- , 
thon Burns, Clay Condon, Derek ] 
I lunnah, Brandon Mace, John Mace, < 
Troy McLaughlin, Bobby MinghL j 

ni, Henry Minion, Joseph Moses- j 

so, Lucia Mosesso, Shannon Saff- 
cr, Corey Simmons, Josh VanRe- ( 
cnen, Lcnna Wahcup and Thurston 
Willis made up the team. 

I 
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Gelis indicted on first degree murder charges 


Family of slain woman impatient with 
medical examiner’s pace 


In (he mids' of dealing with her 
murder and the grisly circumstances 
of her death, Melba Hickson Fitz¬ 
gerald's family has one more sad 
fact they cannot avoid. 

Although Fitzgerald's body was 
found nearly three months ago, it 
has not been relumed from the med¬ 
ical examiner's office in Morgan 
town, nor has the medical examiner 
filed a final report on the death 

“We call Iwo lo-four times a 
week,” said Fitzgerald's sister 
Kathy Hichson. ‘They keep saying 
they're hacked up." 

Hickson said her family not 
only wanted to hold a funcnl for 
their slain mother and sister, they 
wanted to have some closure before 
beginning thr journey through the 
I judicial process. And they want a 
final medical report so they know 
the truth about Fitzgerald's death, 
she said. 

"With all the gossip and every¬ 
body telling gruesome stories, we 
wanl the report so we can set our 
minds at ease," she commented. 

Fitzgerald's nude, decapitated 
body was found September 11 in a 
hand-dug well near Dunmorc. 

According to Prosecuting At¬ 


torney Walt Wei ford local law en¬ 
forcement has tried to keep up the 
pressure on the medical examiner’s 
office, as well. 

*T vc made a number of inqui¬ 
ries, including going to Charleston 
and spe king with the slate medical 
examiner," Weiford said. "The 
Sheriffs [Jepirtmcnt has called at 
least half-a-dozen times." 

Wei fold said i<c has been (old 
the delay is due in pan lo the vo¬ 
lume of cases the medical examiner 
has to deal with and due in part to 
the complexity of the autopsy. 

"It's taking some time," he 
said. “But wc are literally nol In 
control of that and we've urged and 
tried to use influences. 

“We are waiting." 

The walling 

The wailing is what consumes 
Fitzgerald's family, who plans to 
continue calling the medical exam¬ 
iner's office, continue inquiring, 
continue searching for answers, 

"After three months that’s not 
undue pressure," Hickson said. 

Slate medical examiner Jack 
Frost did not return a telephone 
message left at his office. 


Roger Sells, of Stony Bottom, 
was among the 14 people indicted 
Tuesday by the Pocahontas County 
grand jury, according to Prosecuting 
Attorney Wall Weiford. 

Gelis. 5b, Is charged with ihc 
September murder of his live-in 
companion and business partner, 
Melba Hickson Fitzgerald, 41, 

Fitzgerald's nude, decapilated 
body wax discovered in a hand-dug 
well two days after what would 
have been her 42nd birthday. 

Magistrate Bill Hcvcncr found 
probable cause to have Gelis bound 
over to the grand jury last week in a 
preliminary bearing. Ilevcncr made 
his ruling immediately after defense 
attorneys rested their case. 

Ilcvencr heard three witnesses 
during the morning-long hearing. 

Sheriff Jerry Dale testified that 
according to the medical examiner's 
office in Morgantown, the prelimi¬ 
nary cause of death has been deter 
mined to be n "cranial cerebral 
traumatic injury," a severe trauma 
to the tread. Dale said the medical 
examiner also had determined Fitz¬ 
gerald died as a result of a homicide. 

Dale also testified that the med¬ 
ical examiner's report indicated 
Fitzgerald suffered a bullet wound at 
the hack of her head. 

Testimony from lead investiga¬ 
tor Lieutenant Ronald R. Simmons 
indicated the principal pieces of ev¬ 
idence against Gelis arc a note left 
on the well where Fitzgerald's body 
was found and a taped statement of 
Gelis' son, Alexander, 21, who has 
been charged as an accessory after 
the fact. 

Simmons said he found a note 
on the well with an ominous warn¬ 
ing: "Do nol drink or use the water. 
Do not remove the tires," the note 
said. The lieutenant said the note 
explained that the tires were essen¬ 
tial to the treatment of the water, 
[lie brief message was signed Ru¬ 
dolph Gelis, the defendant's son. 

Gelis admitted he bad written 
the warning note on the well, ex¬ 
plaining that he had used his son's 
name because he is a chemist, 
Simmons said. 

In addition, Simmons testified 
that an employee of Quality Farm 
and Fleet in Elkins contacted the 

t • « 


Pocahontas County Sheriffs De- 

e artment in November, Sharon 
oss lold investigators that in Sep¬ 
tember Gelis had purchased 15 gal¬ 
lons of muriatic acid—a concentra¬ 
tion of hydrochloric arid—telling 
the store clerk a deer had lallen in 
his well. 

Ross was able to identify Gelis 
from pictures investigators dis¬ 
played for her, Simmons said. 

Prosecuting Attorney Walt 
Weiford played the entire taped in¬ 
terview of Alexander Gelis’ descrip¬ 
tion of his activities with his father 
the week Melba Fitzgerald disap¬ 
peared. The prosecutor's investiga¬ 
tor, former West Virginia Stale Po¬ 
lice Sergeant Robert Alkire, con¬ 
ducted the interview. 

The younger Gel Is said be was 

_ r 


at a house near the Intersection a- 
slecp when his father called and or¬ 
dered him to "get Melba’s car and 
drive lo C’latkshurg." 

Alexander Gelis said he parked 
lire car in a large parking lot near 
Clarksburg, left the keys in the 
ashtray and returned to Pocahontas 
County. 

He said he and his father had 
general conversation, except for one 
inquiry into the purpose of the trip. 

"I asked what was going on. I 
was told 1 didn't need to know any¬ 
thing else,*' he said. 

According to Alexander Gelis, 
be and his father returned to Clarks¬ 
burg that evening and moved the car 
a second time when, Roger Gelis 
moved Fitzgerald's car to a service 
station parking lot. 


Alexander Geiis said the next 
morning his father told him he 
needed help and the pair loaded into 
the back of the pickup truck "rolled 
up carpet" that was wrapped several 
times with coaxial cable. 

“I had an idea it might be a 
body," Alexander Gelis said, “I 
thought if it was a body, it was 
probably Melba." 

Alexander Gelis said he was in¬ 
structed to go inside the house. His 
father returned several hours later, 
be said 

"I never asked what was in the 
carpet," Alexander Gelis said. “I 
had ihe feeling I wouldn't have been 
answered." 

'Die only firearm in the bouse 
belonged to him. Alexander Cells 
said--a Chinese Mac-9, similar lo 
an AK-47, a semi-automatic assault 
rifle. 

Gelis sal motionless and ex¬ 
pressionless during the hearing, 
even when handed pictures of Fitz¬ 
gerald’s body. 

Defense attorneys Eugene Sim¬ 
mons and R. David Arrington called 
only one witness, Barbara Tallman, 
an employee of The Intersection. 

Tallman said she. along with 
her husband, Eddie, and friend, 
Irish Cassell, found Fitzgerald's 
body after a psychic hoard told Ihcm 
where to look. 

“We went to the A-frame be¬ 
cause the psychic board told us to 
go there." she said, “It said to 
check the A frame and lake water." 

Tallman said the trio thought 
Fitzgerald might be lied up in that 
house near Dunmorc: however, 
when they arrived, they did net at¬ 
tempt to go inside, she said. 

The preliminary hearing was 
held in the circuit court room in¬ 
stead of the tiny former closet used 
now for magistrate court hearings. 
Approximately 25 people sat in the 
audience to hear the slate's evidence 
against Gelis. Those spectators 
were ‘Trisked" with a metal detector 
before entering the courtroom 
which had previously been searched 
by sheriff s deputies. 

Gelis will be arraigned this 
week. He remains in the Southern 
Regional Jail without bond. 


i*_I J*_ A. A*_ 1 _V_ 
















' A PDF 

■* Complete 


Your complimentary 
use period has ended. 
Thank you for using 
PDF Complete. 


r rade to 

and Expanded Features 


|)ofal)onlsi (Dmrt December 16,1<«9—Page \ 


Defense tiles change of venue motion in Rainbow Murder Case 


Defense attorneys finally ad¬ 
dressed a change of venue motion in 
the Rainbow Murder Case last 
Wednesday, filing with the court a 
poll of potential jurors in Greenbri¬ 
er and Pocahontas countie*. 

Senior Status Judge Charles 
Cobban did not rule on the motion 
which would move the second trial 
of Jacob Wilson Beard out of the 
Eleventh Judicial Circuit. 

“The state has (he right to pro¬ 
duce witnesses,” Cobban told de¬ 
fense attorney J Miles Morgan. 
“The burden (of proof) is that there 
is a hostile sentiment here today 
ami (hat he couldn't gel a fair trial 
in Greenbrier County." 

1 .obban had asked the defense to 
notify him of any change of venue 
motion in October. 

Morgan's motion was accom¬ 
panies 1 by a sampling of Greenbrier 
and Pocahontas County residents 
about their familiarity with the 
case. Morgan said the defense's in¬ 
vestigators had also sampled Kana¬ 
wha County residents for compari¬ 
son 

Morgan has been un Beard's de¬ 
tense team since 19q3, after the 
first trial, and has been the defend¬ 
ant's lone attorney at the past two 
hearings in the absence of lead de¬ 
fense attorney t Stephen Farmer 

Prosecuting Attorney Wall 
Weiford did not say whether or not 
he would oppose t'*c motion since, 



he, too, received the motion and the 
poll only moments before the hew¬ 
ing 

Should the current motion for 
change of venue he granted, the 
West Virginia Supreme Court of 
Appeals will decide where the trial 
will be held. 

Beard's 1993 conviction of the 
1980 murders of Nancy Santocnero, 
of Huntington, Long Island, New 
York, and Vicki Durian, of Well¬ 
man, Iowa, was overturned in Janu¬ 
ary after a convicted serial killer 
confessed to the crimes under oath 
and Beard's former co-defendant 
filed an affidavit which apparently 
impeached n slate's eyewitness. 

Lohban periodically expounded 
on (hat pair during the course of the 
hearing saying ihat without Arnold 
Cutlip, whose affidavit says he was 
with state's eyewitness Johnnie 
Washington Lewis on June 25, 
l%0 t and didn't see the murders oc¬ 
cur, it is “highly questionable 
whether the court would have grant¬ 
ed a new trial." 

Franklin. Ixibban said, was not 
credible on his own. 

The judge further questioned 
Cutlip s motivation in coming for¬ 
ward with that statement six ami-a- 
halt years after Beard went to pris¬ 
on. 

“He sat right here on the front 
row, 1 ' the judge said, "Why didn't 
he say something then?" 


I obban said Cutlip's statement 
was “highly questionable tn and of 
itself" 

Lohban ruled against various 
other defense motion*, runny of 
which mirrored Beard's 1993 pretri¬ 
al motions. The judge's rulings 
generally mirrored the 1993 record, 
as well as he summarily denied de¬ 
fense motions seeking to overturn 
Beard's indictment for reasons of 
pre-indictment delay, the hypnosis 
Of witnesses, the competence of the 
state's eyewitnesses and prosecuto¬ 
rial misconduct 

However, lx>btan did defer rul¬ 
ing on a motion to remove lead in¬ 
vestigator and former West Virginia 
State Police Sergeant Robert Aik ire 
from the case Morgan made the 
motion based on Beard's 1983 im¬ 
munity agreement 

Under the federal Kasiigar rule, 
information defendants have provid¬ 
ed the state cannot he used tn cither 
the investigation or prosecution of 
their cases once an immunity agree¬ 
ment is signed, 

“(Alkircj should not be allowed 
to participate in this case," Morgan 
said. The slate reinvestigated the 
case with “conscious disregard for 
(Beard's) Fifth Amendment rights," 
Morgan asserted. 

Lohban said he would rule on 
Alkire's further involvement in the 
case after a further reading of the 
Supreme Court's 1998 decision on 
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Kusligar. 

The judge wilt also postpone 
ruling on Wciford's motion to rt- 
depose convicted serial killer Joseph 
Paul Franklin, who has made on- 
again-of f -again confessions to the 
murders of Sanlocnsro and Durian, 
franklin made his last confession 
under oath in a 1997 deposition. 

Morgan said the defense was 
not amenable to the idea of a second 
franklin deposition 

“We object in the most tenu¬ 
ous of terms. ’ Mirgan said, “Bring 
him here, IjcI a jury look at him. 


“There are no grounds for the 
very odd procedure,'' he said. 

Neither the prosecutor nor the 
Judge found that suggestion accept¬ 
able. 

“He’s on death row," Weiford 
said. “Missouri is not going to al¬ 
low us to bring him here." 

Lobbun expressed concern over 
bringing Franklin, who has been 
deemed a considerable escape risk, 
to West Virginia to testify 

“I don'* want to have the worry 
of him," the judge said 

I jobbtin said he would not force 


Snowshoe ranks first in Mid-Atlantic 


Three of West Virginia's ski 
resorts were ranked among the best 
tit (he Mid Atlantic in the Decem¬ 
ber 1999 issue of Recreation News, 
the official publication of the 
Washington D.C Chapter of the 
National Employee Services and 
Recreation Association, 

Snowshoe Mountain tn Pica* 
honias County was ranked first 
among MkJ-A rlanlie resorts for its 
snow conditions and season length. 
The publication also names 
Snowshoc's ski lift system the 
best, saying, “the resort constantly 
upgrades to provide faster and more 
efficient service " 

Snowshoc's Upper/Lower BaJl- 
hootcr is the Tourth best interme¬ 
diate run and its Shay's Revenge 
the fifth best challenging trail, 
according to the article. Cuh Run al 


mention for tls snowboarding facili¬ 
ties 

Snowshoc's ski school has 
"exceptional and personalized 
instruction" and was ranked fifth, 
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the state to bring Franklin here to 

testify, 

"The stale should tr made to do 


that or rely on the video deposi¬ 
tion," Morgan maintained 

Lohban asked Weiford to re¬ 
st irch the issue as to whether or 
not the prosecution uas the authors 
ly to depose a witness rather than 
compel trial testimony, 

Morgan said he would also re¬ 
search the issue. 

The next hearing in the matter 
will he held January 10 

Beard remains free on bond. 


December 15, 1791: 
lhe U S. Bill of Rights 
goes Into effect. 
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tribute to the passage of lime. 

Although at 87 and 84. respec¬ 
tively, they have slowed a little, 
aged a little, seasoned a little, they 
are yet a gracious reminder of per- 
taps simpler Pocahontas County 
times. 

Johnnie was bom in 1912 in 
the house where be sliil lives. And 
the house shows its age, not In 
wrinkles of time, but in the ac¬ 
cumulation of a lifetime. 

Johnnie Hill has easily worn 
many hats in his own lifetime, that 
of father, husband, churchgoer, 
farmer, insurance salesman, ce¬ 
ramist, storyteller and most histori¬ 
cally important, perhaps, collector. 

His collected artifacts include 
a.) iron ball from Moundsville 
which i clanged to the 1920s robber 
of the Sank of Rcnick, paintings by 
former Droop Mountain Battlefield 
State Park Superintendent Bill Da¬ 
vis, hundreds of books, a sculpture 
of him creating pottery made by 
Marie Lawk, pictures—lots of 
grandchildren these days—and his 
wonderful stories. He donated a 
drum from the Battle of Droop 
Mountain to the state park a few 
years bock. 

llts Christmas stories are spare, 
but his reminiscences are rich. 


Jacox, three 
miles away, to purchase a quarter’s 
worth of firecrackers to celebrate the 
day. 

"Christinas then was peaceful," 

be saiJ. “except for tiw firecrack- 
*♦ 

crs. 

He met his bride-to-be at tbe 
Marlinton Methodist Church in 
1940. Five yean later he married 
Madeline Shafer, a Greenbrier 
County schoolteacher. 

With the birth of daughters 
Phyllis and Linda, Christmas tradi¬ 
tions changed. 

Phyllis and Linda helped find 
Christmas trees on the farm and 
Linda bung Christinas cards on the 
sitting room wall. 

But always through the years, 
Christinas dinner has been the event 
of tbe day. 

"We have turkey and oysters,” 
he said. “The dressing is my favor¬ 
ite" 

And Madeline makes cakes, ap¬ 
plesauce, angelfood for the season. 

When he was younger the 
bouse was full of aunts, uncles and 
cousins, later with brother, in-laws, 
and nieces, now with children, 
grandchildren and neighbors. 

To celebrate those get-togeth¬ 
ers, Madeline '-.titebed a tablecloth, 
every other square a solid red or 


Christmas merry for many folks 

has evolved from callow scrawl into all his ceramics are homespun col-*/ */ 


neat cursive. So the tablecloth is a I edibles. 


didn’t put oat stockings," he said 
“Wc put out our caps beside the 
bod" 

And theii caps were filled with 
some little toy or a pocket knife by 
morning, he remembered. And the 
Hill tradition included a trip to 


r squs 

"Sauta came to see us, but we. .green and each yeas, the season!s 


S eats autograph the tablecloth. 

en Madeline carefully embroiders 
those names in white or gold on the 
squares as she has since 1985. 

Some of those guests jo longer 
live close by and some arc no long ¬ 
er living. Children’s handwriting 


lasting remembrance of the affec¬ 
tion tbe Hills have for their family 
and community and bow those 
folks return that affection to the 
Hills. 

The ebb and flow of visitors to 
the Hilt house is also recorded in a 
guest book on the hall tree near the 
entrance. 

Madeline has her own treasures 
to share. Santa Claus once brought 
her a straw-stuffed doll with a por¬ 
celain face, which she still has. She 
named the doll Ina after her best 
friend and neighbor, Ina McMilJion, 
now Ina Montgomery, who later 
moved tn Pocahontas County to 
teach. 

Tbe Ina doll shows years of 
childhood adoration, its face scarred, 
its body stitched and repaired. 

The Hills live on the Lobelia 
Road, on a farm remote enough that 
a passing car can attract attention. 
Yet, they have been visited by nu¬ 
merous folks from around tbe state, 
around the country and even around 
the world, as their relatives and 
friends bring new acquaintances to 
the cozy farmhouse 

Those visitors not only get a 
helping of Hill hospitality, but 
they might get a peek at tbe clay 
„ baiikjMit supplied Pocahontas Cc 
ramies for nearly 40 years, if 
they’re lucky, they might get a 
look at Johnnie’s creations. 

He fires the pitchers and vases 
and frogs m a small kiln be now 
has in a comer room in the house. 

Some blue, some natural clay, 


Johnnie sold his ceramics at the 
State Fair of West Virginia for over 
10 years. 

He has the distinction of being 
the "Father of Pioneer Days," the 
annual summer celebration of Poca¬ 
hontas County's heritage. 

The Hills have been the subject 
of articles in Goldenseal and Grit, 
The Herald-Dispatch in Huntington 
and even Tbe Pocahontas Times 
over the years, 

This year’s Pride in West Vir¬ 
ginia calendar pictures Johnnie and 
Madeline on their front porch a few 
years back. They can't remember 
what year tbe picture was taken, but 
they do remember tbe photographer. 
Chris Wyrostock. 

It’s easy to see why people arc 
naturally drawn to the Hills. With 
Johnnic’f easygoing manner and 
Madeline's beatific glow, they are 
natural hosts, a natural pair, with¬ 
out pretense and without presump¬ 
tion. 

And although the only Christ¬ 
mas decoration they have yet this 
year is a cluster of pine and holly 
with a red bow on their entrance 
gate, the heart of Christinas is more 
than apparent in their kind manner, 
their kinder words. 

"I don’t know of anybody I 
have anything against," Johnnie 
said. 

It’s a Christmas spirit we 
should nil aim for. 



JOHNNIE AND MADELINE Hill show the handiewn table¬ 
cloth their Christmas season guests sign each year. 















PEARL CARTER WARD is 101 1/2 yean of a«« and Is 
Pocahontas County’s oldest school teacher. 


Our oldest teacher 


Georgia Pearl Carter Ward 
celebrated her 101 si birthday last 
June at Pocahontas Memorial 
Hospital, where she makes her 
home in the Respite Care (’enter 
Pearl was born June 14, IH99, 
so come January 1 she will have 
lived during three centuries. Bom 
in Marlintnn, she was the daughter 
of Marvin and txvia Jane Gibson 
Carter, The Carters lived on the 
Gibson farm just north of 
Marlinton above the old Fair 
Grounds, (now owned by David 
Newman), for the first years of their 
marriage and then moved into town, 
where he owned and managed the 
Valley Hotel, located across from 
the Marlinton Depot, The hotel 
stood where the Perry business is 
now located, the former Davis 
apartment building. He sold Inc 
hotel in 1904 and turned to full 
lime carpenter work and farming. 
Mr. Carter completed the house 
begun by Cal Gay, photographer, at 
the west end of the bridge, above 
and to the south of the location of 
the Little General Store. This large 
home with 98 steps leading from 
Route 219 was a landmark for 
years; it was destroyed following a 
fire in 1978. While he managed I be 
farm north of Marlinton, he lived in 
town so bis children might have die 
advantage of school, which he did 
not have In 1940, the family 
moved to die bouse formerly owned 
by the fate Uriah Bird and still 
owned by Pearl, across from the 
Uptown Penr./oil Station Pearl 
had a brother, Charles Clark (Nick) 
Carter, bom in 1904, who died in 


1954. 

Pearl entered private school 
taught by Mrs. Grace Price in her 
home on Seneca TraiHRl. 219, 
entering Marlinton Graded School 
for the second grade. She was 
graduated valedictorian from lidray 
District High School in May 1917, 
one of the two first graduates. 
Granted an Emergency First Class 

Teaching Certificate, she eMercd the 
teaching profession in October, 
during World War I. She devoted 
48 years to leaching in Pocahontas 
and Greenbrier Counties and 
continued to serve as a substitute 
teacher for several years. She 
helped slai l the hot lunch program 
while she was a teacher at 
Campbelltown school. 

She was active and served in 
various positions in local and state 
associations She received her AB 
degree, magna cum laude, from 
David and Elkins College in 1952. 
She is a life member of National 
lucation Association and West 
Virginia Retired School 
Employees She was a member of 
Alpha Phi State Delia Kappa 
Gamma, A AUV>. and Order of 

Eastern Star #97. From early 
childhood she attended the 
Marlinton Presbyterian Church, 
became a member, and remained 
active in the work of the church 
throughout the years. She was 
married to John Madison “Red" 
Ward, native of Havre-dc-Grace. 
Maryland, a veteran of World War I, 
who is deceased. 


+ 

0 
tiofl)* 
hoik 
and 
hoi if 
itmfl 
fl 

t we: 
kite! 
tion 
Awa 
web 
bear 
F 

wraj 

Fabi 

wwv 

F 

»erv 
as N 
Fior 

W VS 

F 

and 

visit 

F 

on to 
G 
niza 
endf 
shop 
peop 
wan> 
favoi 
tion, 














^Complete 


Your complimentary 
use period has ended. 
Thank you for using 
PDF Complete. 


WSM: ages and Expanded Features 




QTtyr Duration tat - t teccmher 23, I 9W —Second Section fty 17 

in 1 



Si Sharp, of Cincinnati, sent in 
the following article from die March 
26, 1925, issue of the Times, 
written by I.. D. Sharp on a trip to 
Florida. 

Mr. Sharp wrote that he was 
almost nine when he went to 
Fltxida with his parents that year. 
Also on the trip were Sam Gibson 
and bis son Henry. 


FROM FLORIDA 

We have taken our east coast 
tour, and on arrival back to our 
home in Orlando, will give you a 
part or our experience. The first 
day we went through Cocoa City, 
Indian River City and several small 
towns and reached Melbourne City 
at about the right time to pitch our 
tent. We were directed to the tourist 
camp and found it to be the best 
camp we have seen on the east 
coast. And as my son and I are 
fond of fishing wc enquired where 
we could go fishing that night and 
were told that the best place to fish 
in all the country was Off die Indian 
River bridge. The bridge is two 
miles long. We got flashlights, 
hooks and lines and pulled out for 
the fish market to get shrimp for 
bail and found that they did not 
have any, so we went to the 
grocery and bought some meat 
rind. When we got to the bridge 
and were telling [he fishermen 
about our bad luck in not being able 
to get sbtirnp. They said "you did 
noi reed any bait, we are all fishing 
with a small piece of white rag." I 
thought they were kidding me, hut 
soon saw that they were actually 
catching them thick and and fast 
with the white rag and hook. One 
man had a small piece of oil doth 
on his book an 3 they used it just as 
we use an artificial fly in West 
Virginia. We had heavy sinkers on 
our lines and continued to fish with 
the meat rind until my son caught a 
trout, and toe* one of its gills and 
in a short lime we caught all we 
could eat for breakfast. I never saw 
so many fish cauglH in so short a 
time in all my life. Some bad fifty 
or mure nice trout, and there must 
have been 200 people fishing and 
all were catching fish. One man 
told n>e that be had caught 700 trout 
the night before on a book that was 
run through a piece of his white 
handkerchief. Ask Dick Smith if be 
can beat that man's fish story. 

The next day we pulled straight 
ahead for Palm Beach and we 
reached the ocean in lime to go out 
on the great long pier ?jnd catch a 
mess of fish for breakfast. Then 
wc drove around among the 
beautiful palm trees and flowers 
and looked at all (the) beautiful 
scenery on Palm Beach. Then we 
drove over to West Palm Beach to 
the tourist's camp, and instead of 
finding the camp among the fine 
coconut and palm trees we found it 
located where there were but few 
shade trees, and the tourists were 
not very well pleased with the 
camp, but we made it all right. 

The next day we drove down to 
Hollywood and pitched our tent to 
camp over Sunday. This city has 
been building only four years and 
there is no city in Florida building 
much faster. They have a 
$125,000 railroad station, a large 
bank, .several apartment houses, a 
few large hotels, and they are 


getting ready to build a 2000 room 
hotel end hundreds of dwelling 
houses have been built in that short 
time. They are now making 
artificial lak's. They think the 
northern people like lakes, so they 
are spending many thousands of 
do'lats making them. The main 
street must be over 100 feet wide 
and the city runs out to the ocean 
front In a Tew years Hollywood 
will be one of the big cities on the 
map. 

As it is only eighteen miles to 
Miami, we decided to run down to 
be in William Jennings Bryan's 
Sunday school class. We were told 
that he teaches the largest men's 
class in the United Slates - 5000 
men. He teaches his class out in 
the Miami Park. But owing to 
being held back by the traffic wc 
did not get to the park until be had 
closed, wc thought we would go to 
(be first church we could find for 
preaching, which was a Presby¬ 
terian chinch. After preaching 1 
was told that Mr. Bryan and bis 
wife were in the congregation, so I 
bunted him up and had a short talk 
with him on prohibition, and, while 
we differ in politics, we are 
together on prohibition. Mrs. 
Bryan has to be wheeled about in a 
chair. She is unable to raise her 
bands. Mr. Bryan said she was not 
paralyzed but it was worse than 
being paralyzed as she suffered 
such great pain. She has beer, 
helpless for six yean. They live in 
a fine mansion in Miami but of 
course Mrs. Bryan cannot enjoy it, 
so the poorest person with good 
health has the greatest blessing. Let 
us be thankful for our health while 
we have it. 

Sunday afternoon we drove a 
distance of probably five miles 
across (the) bridge to the Miami 
Beach. We could hardly get there 
and we could hardly get back.. 
Then were many thousands of cars 
going over and coming back and 
we could hardly get in bathing. We 
drove out to Coral Gabels (sic) 
where so many rich men arc 
spending their money on lots and 
fme buildings. Ii is no place for a 
poor man. Miami is getting pretty 
well up with Chicago for crime. 
We found some tourists who were 
afraid to go to Miami on account of 
so much robbing and so many 
murders in the last year. That was 
one reason why Sharp camped 
outside of Miami. 

We took another shoot out 
from Miami and went down the east 


coast as far as the road is cut out. 
The first city of any size below 
Miami was Homestead. We weat 
on below Florida City along way 
down until we found no more road 
There is a vast rich country and 
there are thousands of acres of 
tomatoes, and as the old saying is 
"I never saw tomatoes before." I 
did not see anybody but negroes 
living between these cities, and the 
negioes had many boxes of 
tomatoes along the road to sell to 
tourists. We bought the finest 
tomatoes I ever saw for two cents 
per pound; that was all they asked 
for them. There are many tomato 
packing houses and the packers no 
doubt are buying tomatoes from the 
negroes for a song and they are 
shipping >hem up north and making 
a fortune on them. 

Florida is not considered much 
for com, but I never saw better 
com grow any place than in one 
section down near the jumping off 
place. The com looked to be much 
higher than a man's bead - probably 
ten or twelve feet high • and such a 
dark green color that the land must 
be very rich. 

Wc went out to a Seminole 
Indian village. There were about 
fifty Indians there. Some of them 
work in the packing house. We 
parked our car by the roadside and 
walked out to the Indian camps 
among the jungles, and when 1 saw 
the Indians sitting fiat on the 
ground in squads and looking so 
strange at us, it very near got my 
nerve. I tried to get them to talk, 
but they would only say yes and 
no. They were cooking out on the 
ground and we could tell the meat 
they were cooking was more than 
ripe - anyway we did not stay for 
dinner. The children about six 
years old and under had no clothes 
on. The Indians were all 
barefooted but the older ones had 
on clothes of many colors. While 
we were at this village a very large 
swarm of bee* passed over us and 
looked as if they were going to 
settle on a pine tree, but they slowly 
moved on. I suppose tbe Indians 
have plenty of honey to eat. It 
looks bad that our government does 
not educate the Seminoles. I am 
told they are getting fewer all die 
time. 

Tbe State is building a new 
road on farther south but over in the 
stale from the road that we followed 
to the end. 

On our way back up wc broke 
the drive shaft on our Chevrolet car 
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and it took us half a day to get 
going, and while we were driving 
after night to make tip lost time, at 
about ten o'clock as we were 
driving through a jungle section we 
saw three alligators cross the road 
in front of ns. About an hour later 
while we were a long way from any 
town, three men were standing by 
the road; one of them stepped out in 
the road and waved v% to stop and 
kept on waving - we could see him 
from the tight of the car, Not a 
word was spoken in our car, hut 
my son had presence of mind and 
threw on all the gas he could. We 
were going at about 25 miles an 
hour, and we must have passed by 
them at 35 mites or more per hour. 
We don't know what their business 
was; they had no broken down car 
there, and as there had been so 
many people held up and robbed 
around Miami, I believe they were 
robbers, but ihcy had no w&y to 
stop us unless they killed the 
driver, and we went so fast that it 
would have taken a Jesse James to 
have gotten him. 

Wc drove on our tour down 
and back to Orlando about eight 
hundred miles. We found every¬ 
thing all right in our bungalow, and 
we are renting our property and 
getting ready to start back to West 
Virginia in a few days. Wc are 
gettng anxious to see our old 
friends. James White wrote us he 
would stop to sec us on his way 
home but ( suppose he lost 
directions and could not fttid us. 
We hope he leached home safely. 

We expect to stop off with our 
daughter at Richmond for one day 
and will run over to Baltimore and 
make a short call at Washington, 
probably one day, then we will 
proceed homeward. The tourists 
are going north very fast, - so much 
you cannot get a Pullman without 
engaging it a few weeks ahead. 

L. D. Sharp 

Si Sharp writes that there were 
no motels at that lime. There were 
hotels in the cities and lots of 



campgrounds. 

"All ordinary tourists had tents. 
When you drove up to a camp¬ 
ground they asked you the size of 
your tent. If it was a 10x12, they'd 
direct you to a section that had six 
inch deep ditcLes around a 10x12 
site. The ditches were to keep you 
dry if it rained. 

"You removed you* tent, etc,, 
from behind a scissor-likc rack on 
the running hoards. One or two 
Army fclding cots for adults ana 
children slept on the ground on a 
blanket. Cooked on a folding 
gasoline stove, which we still have. 
An oil lantern for light 

"Gasoline 20 cents a gallon. 
No road maps no mad signs! Ship 
and ask fanner which road to take 
at a fork of a road. Almost ail 
roads were din.* 

"fin the way home wc stopped 
at Staunton, Virginia, and couldn't 
find a tourist camp, but were 
allowed to sleep in an old brick 
building on the main street. I 
remember there were paintings m 
the ceiling that were done by 
Confederate soldiers during the 
Civil War I've often wondered if 
the paintings are still there." 

Mr. Sharp reported on 
problems the travelers had once 
they got back into Pocahontas 
County, At Frost the road was so 
deeply rutted and muddy a farmer 
had a team of horses to pull them 
and others through the mud. They 
drove on to Cass and bail to leave 




the car there because of snow. 
WeM Virginia Pulp and Paper 
Company Superintendent E. P. 
Shafer had (Diaries Galford take the 
group to Slaty Fork in a railroad 
motorcar, with a lament for beat 
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Century 


*n hurricane and 
perished. Carrie 
crusader, began 
JHional Ladies' 


invasion. 

1959 


i am - it 

Garment Workers Union founded 


Paper clip invented, 

1901 • President McKinley was 
shot Sept 6 In Buffalo. New York; 
he died Sept. 14. Theodore 
Roosevelt became president. 

1902 - ‘Teddy Bears" introduced 

1905 * Panama Canal treaty; 

first successful airplane flight by 
Wright Brothers First disposable 
razors, 

1904 - Theodore Roosevelt 
elected to full term as president. 
Offset printing first developed 

1905 - First Rotary Club 

1906 - San Francisco earthquake 
and fire. Dial telephone 

1907 • Financial panic and 
depression. Oklahoma admitted as 
state. First round-world cruise of 
U. S."Great White Fleet" (G. O. 
McNeill, of Buckeye, sailed in this 
group.) 

1908 - Henry Ford introduced 
Model T, $850. William Howard 
Tafl elected president. First paper 
clip 

1909 - Perry reached North Pole 

1910 - Boy Scouts of America 
founded. First wireless message 
between land and air. 

1911 * First transcontinental 
airplane flight (with stops) 

1912 - American Girl Guides 
founded, changed to Girl Scouts. 
Arizona and New Mexico admitted 
as states. Woodrow Wilson elected 
president Fitantic sank, 

1913 - Federal Reserve System 
Ford introduced assembly line. 

1914 - Panama Canal opened. 
Typewriter invented. 

1915 - First transcontinental 
telephone call from New York to 
San Francisco. Lusitania, the 
world’s largest ship in 1907, was 
sunk by Germans. 

1916 - U S. bought Virgin 
Islands. Jeannette Renkin first 
female in House of Representatives. 
Woodrow Wilson re-elected 
president. First radio news report. 

1917 - Germany officially 
declared war April 6 

1918 • More than million 
American troops in Europe by July, 
War ended with armistice November 
1!. Mu epidemic kilted twenty 
million worldwide, 538,000 in U. 
S. First airmail. 

1919 - First trans-Allan tic 
flight. Prohibition amendment. 

1920 • 19th Amendment 
ratified, giving women right to 
vole, Warren G. Harding elected 
president 

1921 - Peace treaties signed. 
Ku Klux Klan active. First Miss 
America Pageant 

1922 - Reader's Digest founded 

1923 - First sound-on-film 
motion picture. First frozen food. 
President Harding became ill while 
returning from visit to Alaska died 
Aug. 2; Coolidge succeeded him as 
president. 

1924 • Coolidge elected 
president. Law makes all Indians 
citizens. First disposable paper 
handket chiefs. 

1926 - First liquid-fuel rocket. 
Army Air Corps established. 
Bonk-of-tbe-Mouih Club. 

1927 * Lindbergh’s first non¬ 
stop flight New York to Paris in 
Spirit of St. I .outs. 

1928 - Amelia Farhart first 
woman to fly Atlantic. Herbert 
1 loover elected president. Penicillin 
discovered. 

1929 - Stock market crash. 
Depression began In Pocahontas 
County, Droop Mountain 
Battlefield State Park dedicated, first 
state park in West Virginia. 

1931 - Empire State building 
opens. Al Capone convicted of tax 
evasion. 1’cnrl Buck published The 
Good Earth 

1932 - Reconstruction Finance 
Corp established to stimulate 
banking and business. Charles 
Lindbergh, Jr., kidnapped and found 
dead. Bonus March by veterans. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt elected 
president. 

1933 - Frances Perkins first 
woman In U. S Cabinet. Banks 
closed March 6, Congress passed 
New Deal measures. CCC 
established. TV A created. Gold 
standard ended. Prohibition ended. 

1935 - Works Progress 
Administration and Rural 
Electrification Administration 
created. Will Rogers and Wiley 
Post killed in plane crash in 
Alaska, Social Security Act. Huey 
Long assassinated CIO formed 

1936 • FDR re-elected president 

1937 - Joe Louis heavyweight 
champ. Amelia Farhart and co¬ 
pilot lost in Pacific. Snow White 
and Seven Dwarfs first full-length 
cartoon 

1938 * Minimum wage 
established. Orson Welles radio 


draft 

third 


Nylon by duPom. 

- Limited National 

940 - First peacetime 
FDR elected president for 
term. First MacDonald's. 

1941 - Four Freedoms speech 
by Roosevelt. Lend-Leas: to 
Britain and Russia U. S. occupied 
Iceland. Atlantic Charter by 
Roosevelt and Churchill Japan 
attacked Pearl Harbor Dec. 7. If. S. 
declared war on Japan, Germany and 
Italy. Battle of Midway in June 
was Japan's first major defeat U. 

S and Britain invaded North Africa 
Nov. 8. First nuclear chain 
reaction 

1942 - Women's military 
service cs'ablLshed. 

1943 - O. S. and Britain invaded 
Sicily July 9, Italian mainland 
Sept. 3. 

1944 - Normandy Invasion June 
6; landing in Philippines Oct. 20; 
Battle of Bulge in rixember. 

1945 - Yalta Conference Feb. to 
occupy Germany, and Russia to 
enter war against Japan. Marines 
landed Iwo Jima Feb. 1, Okinawa 
April I. Roosevelt died April 12; 
Truman became president. 
Germany surrendered May 7 First 
atomic bomb on Hiroshima Aug 
6. Japanese surrendered Sept. 2. U. 

S forces entered Korea Sept. 8. 

1946 - Philippines given 
independence on July 4. 

1947 * Truman doctrine. 
Marshall Plan for aid to European 
countries approved. Chuck Yeager 
first In break sound barrier. 

1948 - Airlift to Berlin. Alger 
Hiss convicted as spy. Truman re¬ 
elected. Transistor developed. 

1949 - NATO established. 

1950 * H-bomb production 
authorized. North Korea invaded 
South Korea. (I, S. Ait Force ami 
troops to Korea. Advisors sent to 
South Vietnam. 

1951 - F.stcs Kcfauvcr famous 
investigation of organized crime. 
Transcontinental television started. 
Japanese peace treaty signed. 

1952 - Dwight D. Eisenhower 
elected president Salk polio 
vaccine. 

1953 - Korean War armistice 
July 27. 

1954 - Nautilus, first atomic* 
powered submarine Five members 
of Congress wounded by Puerto 
Rican independence supporters who 
fired from gallery. McCarthy 
hearings televised and his 
subsequent cila.ion of contempt 
Racial segregation in schools ruled 
unconstitutional. SEATO treaty 
signed 

1955 - Rose Parks refused to 
give up scat on bus in Birmingham 

1956 - First trans-Atlantic 
telephone cable. Eisenhower re¬ 
elected president. Elvis Presley 
singing star. 

1957 - First civil rights bill to 
protect voting rights. T roops sent 
to Little Rock to enforce court order 
to allow black student to enle r 
school. Ford brings out Edsel. In 
Pocahontas, National Radio 
Astronomy comes to Green Bank, 

1958 - First U. S. earth satellite 
went into orbit First domestic jet 
airline passenger service. Hula- 
lujops. 

1959 - Alaska admitted as 49th 
state Jan. 3; Hawaii admitted as 
50th Aug. 21 St. Lawrence 
Seaway opened. Xerox copier. 

1960 - Mint Gary Powers shot 
down over Soviet Union Kennedy 
defeated Nixon for presidency. 
Mini-computer 

1961 - Cuba’s Bay of Pigs 
invasion In overthrow Castro 
unsuccessful Peace Corps created. 
Alan Shepherd rocketed from Cape 
Canaveral. Freedom Riders' 
protesting segregation. 

1962 - John H. Glenn first 
American in orbit, eliding earth 
three times. Soviel build-up in 
Cuba, quarantine on shipment of 
equipmnl to island; Khrushchev/ 
Kennedy agreement ended crisis. 

1963 - U. of Alabama 
desegregated Required recitation ot 
Lord's Prayer or Bible verses in 
public schools declared 
unconstitutional Martin Luther 
King's “I have a dream" speech, 
i’residenl Kennedy fatally shot in 
Dallas; Lyndon Johnson becomes 
president. In Pocahontas, Cass 
Scenic Railroad dedicated 

1964 - Medicare established. 
Tonkin Gulf Resolution, 
authorizing action in Vietnam 
"War on Poverty" with VISTA and 
Job Corps. Johnson elected to full 
term as president. 

1965 - Bombing of North 
Vietnam. Troops sent to 
Dominican Republic. March from 
Selma to Montgomery Watts riot. 

1966 - Bombing of Hanoi 

1967 - 25th Amendment for 
prcsidenlia! succession ratified 
USS Liberty, an intelligence ship. 


T 


Year by Year 


torpedoed by Israel. Thurgood 
Marshal), first black tJ. S Supreme 
Court Justice. First Super Bowl. 

1968 - Bombing curbed in 
North Vietnam; peace talks; all 
bombing stopped. Martin Luther 
King assassinated April 4. Senator 
Robert Kennedy shot June 5 in 1 .os 
Angeles, died June 6. Richard 
Nixon elected president, defeating 
Hubert Humphrey. Rep, Shirley 
Chisholm became first black 
woman elected to Congress. 

1969 - Vietnam peaceniks, 
with troop withdrawal in July. Neil 
Armstrong first person to set foot 
on moon, July 20. 

1970 - Kent State protest. 
First two women ge.ierals. 

1971 - Nixon visits Cnina. 
North Vietnamese attack and 
bombing resumed. Nixon visited 
Russia. Watergate Nixon reelected 
over McGovern. Dow-Jnnes closed 
above 1.000 for first time Nov. 14. 

1973 * Vietnam peace pacts 
troops left March 29. Vice 
President Spiro Agnew resigned on 
charge of tax evasion and f Jerald 
Ford appointed vice president 

1974 - Nixon impeachment 
hearings; Nixon resigned August 9. 
Ford sworn in as president August 
9, Nixon pardoned. 

1975 - Mitchell, tlaldcman and 
Ehrlichman found guilty of 
Water gale cover-up. 

1976- U. S. celebrated 200th 
anniversary of independence. 
"Legionnaire's disease’ 1 killed 29 
people in Philadelphia. Viking I 
and II landed on Mars. Jimmy 
Carter elected president, 

1977 - Energy Department 
created. Alaska pipeline opened. 
1978 - Voted to turn over Panama 
Canal in 1999. 

1979 - Three Mile Island melt¬ 
down. Hostages taken in Tehran, 
Irar.. 

1980 - Economic sanctions 
against Russia in retaliation for 
invasion of Afghanistan, U. S. 
Olympic Committee voted not to 
participate in Moscow, Mt. St. 
Helens erupted May 18. Ronald 
Reagan elected 40th president over 
Carter. Former Beatle John Ixnnon 
shot and killed. 

1981 - Iran hostages released. 
President Reagan shot and seriously 
wounded but recovered Space 
shuttle Columbia sent into space 
Samira Day O’Conner first woman 
on Supreme Court 

1982 - Dr. Barney Clark 
received the first artificial heart 
implant. 

1983 - Sally Ride first woman 
to travel into space June 18. Ocl. 
23. 24 i U. S. Marines and sailors 
killed by bomb in Marine 
headquarters in Beirut. U. S. troops 
invaded Granada. In leave Iwo 
months later. Compact discs 
marketed. 

1984 - Ronald Reagan re-elected 
president, carrying 49 slates. 

1985 - TWA jet seized by 
terrorist^ in Athens. Hijackers 
seized Italian cruise ship near 
Egypt. Pete Rose broke record of 
4191 hits feet by Ty Cobb in 1928. 
Record flood in Pocahontas 
County. 

1986 - Jan. 28 space shuttle 
Challenger exploded, killing six 
astronauts and teacher Christa 
McAuliffc. Iran-contra scandal. 

1987 - First IriHion-dollar 
budget. Dow Jones finished above 
2000, later crashing 508 points. 
Reagan and Gorbachev signed pact 
to dismantle al) missiles with 300- 
3,400 mile range. 

1988 - George H. Bush elected 
president. U.S. Navy warship 
mistakenly struck commercial 
Iranian airliner, killing 290. Fax 
machine. 

1989 - Valdez oil spill in 
Alaska Earthquake in Sax 
Francisco Oct. 17, U. S. troops 
invaded Panama Dec. 20. 

1990 - Operation Desert Shield 
forces to Saudi Arabia Aug 7. 
Hubble space telescope launched 

1991 - U. S. and allies defeated 
Iran and liberated Kuwait. Dow 
Jones finsished above 3000, 

1992 - Bill Clinton elected 
President Riots in Ixts Angeles 


following trial acquitting white 
policemen after trial for beating 
black Rf-Jney King; 52 died. 
Troops to Samalia. Hurricane 
Andrew hits Florida 

1993 • Bomb killed sir people 
at World Trade Center in New York 
City. Janet Reno became first 
woman Attorney Genet al. Raid on 
Branch Davidian compound at 
Wnco; four federal agents and 70 
compound members died. Great 
flood in rmdwestcrrt stares. ‘Brady" 
gun bill. 

1994 - Los Angeles earthquake 
Jan. 17 killed 61. Baseball players 
strike, no World Series. 

1995 - Dow Jones average 
passed 4,000. Oklahoma City 
building bombed April 19 killing 
168. Space shuttle Atlantic docked 
with Russian space station Mir. 
Midwest heat wave killed 800 
people. Woman cadet admitted to 
The Citadel O. J. Simpson trial 
"Million Man March’ in 
Washington Ocl, 16 Dow Jones 
passed .>,000 Nov. 21. 

1996 - Clinton re-elected 
president TWA flight 800 
crashed soon after takeoff from New 
York, killing 230. Bomb in Saudi 
Arabia killed 19 U. S. servicemen 
Bomb at Olympics m Atlanta killed 
one. Dow Jones passed 6,000 Oct. 
14. Second record flood in 
Pocahontas County in January and 
seven more flood alerts. 

1997 - Seven WWH black 
soldiers awarded first Medals of 
Honor by President Clinton 
Madelicne Albright first woman 
Secretary of State. Liggett Group, 
Inc., admitted smoking is addictive. 
Red River flood. Timothy McVey 
convicted in Oklahoma bombing; 
Terry Nichols later convicted on 
some charges. July 16 Dow 
Jones passed 8,000. Pathfinder 
landed on Mars July 4. Tobacco 
company settlement July 16. 

1999 - Dow Jones goes over 
11.000. Hurricane Floyd in east, 
floods, mud slides In west, snow 
storms In northwest, tornadoes In 
midwest, drought in east Several 
major airplane losses and several 
small plane casualties. Clinton 
impeached and acquitted. Internet 
growth, use and on-line shopping 
outstanding. John F. Kennedy, Jr., 
his wife and her sister killed when 
their plane went into the ocean off 
Mat (ha’s Vineyard. Columbine 
Iligf School shootings. Women's 
Soccer Team wtat World Cup. First 
non-stop circumnavigation of globe 
by balloon. Panama Canal turned 
over to Panama. Y2K tension high 
as government and industry prepare 
for computer changeover to Year 
2000. Terrorist*; threats and fears 
mar New Year's Eve celebrations 


Mar tin Lttlher King, Jr. 
Birthday Observed on Monday, 
January 17! 
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VARNER 
CONSTRUCTION 

WILL 00 Excavator. Baclthoe, Dom 
and Dump Truck Work, 

CERTIFIED Septic System Installer,,. 

Dpupways, Foolers. Roads. 
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teacher, I had a successful run to 
become a member of the Pocahon¬ 
tas County School Board. 

f rankly, after being a leather for 
over 40 yews in California, Mas¬ 
sachusetts and West Virginia, I 
failed during my term of office For 
every year 1 taught at the county’s 
high school, over 1/3 of the enter¬ 
ing ninth graders were not reading 
at grade level when they started 
high school in September 

According to recent contacts 
things haven’t changed in that mat¬ 
ter, T knew that as a member of the 
board. But I did not succeed in mak¬ 
ing any worthwhile suggestions to 
address the reasons why it was hap¬ 
pening. Put in a simple way the 
problem is simply this: Teach stu¬ 
dents where they are—not what 
grade they we in. If a fourth grade 
student is reading at the fifth grade 
level, then put that student in a 
fifth grade reading group of stud¬ 
ents. If, on the other hand, that 
student is reading at a third grade 
level, then put that student in a 
third grade reading group of stud¬ 
ents. And to avoid the obvious 
drawbacks, make certain reading is 
taught at the same time for all the 
grades in each elementary school 
This way all the students go to dif¬ 
ferent local ions at the same time 
and do the same for arithmetic. 

In short, let’s take the posture 
that schools exist to educate chil¬ 
dren and, therefore, if it is a bit 
awkward to meet students where 
they are...so wbat! After all. 
schools exist for the benefit of 
children, not to make it more com¬ 
fortable for the adults (teachers, not 
instructors) wc put in charge of 
each classroom. 

Which brings us to another 
point. The primary purpose of 
schools is to educate children in 
such areas as reading, arithmetic, 
language and history. This way, 
they achieve tbc skills they need to 
obtain a job and to live more com¬ 
fortably as adults. 

However, there are some who 
feel academic skills are a secondary 
responsibility of schools. Can you 
imagine that! 

I understand that right now the 
board is considering cutting acade¬ 
mic subjects and staff (riffing) and 
that next year —particularly at the 
high school—cutting some subject 
area offerings to half-time and elim¬ 
inating other subject areas 

The problem is money. Well, 
that is understandable in Pocahontas 
County considering bow the stale 
relates to rural counties. But come 
on! School systems were started 
centuries ago for the purpose of ed¬ 
ucating children! 

I can appreciate the situation 
where there very well might be a 
severe local financial problem. I 
understand there is some discussion 
about running a levy issue to see if 
the people who li v c in Pocahontas 
County might support and approve 
the levy. 

But come on, let's not run tbc 
risk of not having ihc levy passed 
and then having to cut staff and 
courses! 

Oh, I am in favor of running a 
levy for the citizens to vote on. But 
let’s run it for the purpose of keep¬ 
ing the athletic program. If it fails, 
then cut football, soccer and basket¬ 
ball. Then take the money you have 
been spending in tho.se non-acade¬ 
mic area* and keep tbc academic 
program al the high school and the. 
entire staff going full time. 

Remember, the schools were 
created to educate children ir aca¬ 
demic Helds. Though athletic is 
interesting, bow could anyone cheat 
children by cutting back in tbc es¬ 
sential academic areas needed for a 
meaningful and successful future, 
just to keep football or basketball 
or soccer or baseball? 

If the citizens are for the athletic 
program, they certainly would sup¬ 
port a levy that would make it pos¬ 
sible for the athletic program to 
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n! in tie But to lake a risk and. 
’rehy, possibly cheat the children 
Pocahontas County out of the 
more essential academic subjects 
they must have, I feel, is far too 
risky. 

Bill l-eary 
Turrington, Wyoming 

Dear Editor 

lit last week’s School Talk col¬ 
umn, Mr. Kinderman asked the citi¬ 
zens of Pocahontas County to “rid 
our schools of Ritalin " As appeal¬ 
ing as the idea sounded i would have 
to respond with “not yet." 

Ritalin is definitely a problem 
medicine, but there is a positive side 
to it that the article neglected. 

Mr. Kinderman's argument 
relied heavily on the views of Dr. 
Peter Brepgin. Breggin has voiced 
some valid criticisms of our socie¬ 
ty's handling of children with 
behavior disorders, but he has failed 
to note the difference between 
Behavior Disorder (BD) and Atten¬ 
tion-Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 
(ADHD) 

Not all children with ADHD 
have bad behavior and not all 
children with bud behavior have 
ADHD. The problem is, a lot of 
kids have both and it’s not easy to 
son it all out. 

The core problem in ADHD is 
the inability to maintain focus. This 
leads to restlessness and often on to 
disruptive behavior. With some 
training, such a child can learn to 
stay put, but be r*Ul day-dreams 
Numerous studies (placebo con¬ 
trolled and double-blinded) have 
demonstrated that Ritalin makes a 
significant difference in helping 
such a child to focus, and there are 
numerous examples of marked 
improvement in academic perfor¬ 
mances as a result of Ritalin. But 
the Ritalin was not given for lie 
behavior, it was given for the lack 
of focus. Other studies have shown 
that using behavioral techniques 
alone to improve focus did not 
work as well as using Ritalin in 
addition to behavioral techniques. 

Unlortunalely. the studies that 
show lbe positive effects of Ritalin 
(in ADHD) have mostly been short 
term studies. The long term bene¬ 
fits ate not so clear yet. Debate is 
ongoing about whether long term 
use of Ritalin actually decreases (be 
risk of later drug abuse. 

I also lake issue with Dr. Breg- 
gtn’s statement that most ADHD is 
due to lack of attention from 
fathers. That certainly can he said 
for Behavior Disorder hut not neces¬ 
sarily/or ADHD. I have personal 
experience with families in which 
Dad was very closely and appro¬ 
priately involved with the child 
fMom, too) but ihe ADHD was 
none-thc-less there. 

Dr. Breggin stated that “we 
abuse our children with drugs rather 
than making the effort to find better 
ways to meet their needs.” Actual¬ 
ly. there's a big difference betw'ccn 
the dose that r s used for treating 
ADHD and the dose dial’s used in 
abuse. Compare 40 mg. with 500 
mg. 

ADHD is a real problem. There 
is no doubt that it is over-diagnosed 
and that inappropriate jvcscripiicms 
for Ritalin are written. But I believe 
there is still a place for the judi¬ 
cious, well-controlled usage of 
Ritalin. 

Behavior disorders are also a 
real problem. Behavior disorders are 
best treated with a comprehensive 
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plan that involves parents, teachers, 
counselors and community Our 
local mental health professionals 
are to be commended for uietr daily 
efforts to that end. 

Dr. Breggin is right As a 
society we need to do much more. 

Bob Must. DO 
Hillsboro 

Dear Editor. 

I was greatly appalled to read 
Gibbs Kinderman s article in last 
week’s paper that portrayed Poca¬ 
hontas Comity School teachers as 
“Drug pushers that prey on father 
less children’’ and his portrayal of 
children being treated for ADHD/ 
ADD as “addicts" (“School Talk" 
1-6-2000). Gibbs needs to become 
better educated on the subject of 
ADHD/ ADD, its treatment, and 
medical protocol, and avoid allow¬ 
ing himself to be educated by sen¬ 
sationalism. mass media narrow 
minded individuals, and gossip 

To begin with, in Pocahontas 
County, and anywhere else in the 
United States, medication is only 
prescribed by licensed physicians. 
Teachers do not prescribe medica¬ 
tions nor do they direct physicians 
to prescribe medications, in most 
cases, the contact between physi¬ 
cian and teacher is minimal or non¬ 
existent If any change needs to be 
made it should be to increase the 
level of interaction between physi¬ 
cian and teacher so that the physi¬ 
cian can become better informed of 
the illness they arc treating. 

The “American Journal of Psy¬ 
chiatry'’ {10-98) states that: 
“Ritalin is unlikely to become ad¬ 
dictive when taken orally Methyl- 
pbemuaie tkiuitn; dues uut ic«cL 
peak concentrations in the brain un¬ 
til 60 minutes after (oral) ingestion, 
compared with five minutes for co¬ 
caine and nine minutes for incthyl- 
phenidate taken intravenously. The 
slow intake of oral doses of methyl- 
phenidate into tbc brain protects 
against the drug’s addiction *' In ad¬ 
dition, physicians will never pre¬ 
scribe Ritalin and suggest that the 
patient “take as much as you 
want—until you feel good.” It is 
always prescribed in regulated dos¬ 
es, that, if taken as prescribed, 
avoids any addiction. Gibb’s por¬ 
trayal of children being treated for 
ADHD/ ADD as “drug addicts" is a 
fame. 

The “Journal of the American 
Medical Association" (4-7-98) re¬ 
ports that “the over diagnosis of 
ADHD/ ADD and overprescription 
of stimulants are exaggerated.” 
They further state that “...3-6 % of 
school age children have ADHD/ 
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ADD. The percentage of U S. 
youth being treated for ADHD/ 
ADD is, at most, at the lower end 
of this scale." The American Medi¬ 
cal Association Council on Scien¬ 
tific Affairs concluded that “...there 
is little evidence of overdiagnosis rv 
ml*diagnosis U ADHD or of wide¬ 
spread overprescription of methyl- 
phemdate.” The American Psychia¬ 
tric Association's “Diagnostic and 
Statistical Manual of Mental Disor¬ 
der IV” clearly validates ADHD/ 
ADD as a psychiatric disorder and 
gives very clew diagnostic criteria. 
Teachers and parents do not diag¬ 
nose or medically treat ADHD/ 
ADD. This is only done by physi¬ 
cians, psychiatrists and psycholo¬ 
gists. 

Currency, in Pocahontas Coun¬ 
ty, as in many communities. Rita¬ 
lin is being abused at a high level 
by youth and adults This abuse 
comes from the illegal distribution 
and use of the drug. Our local Fam¬ 
ily Resource Network (FRN), di¬ 
rected by Karen McNeel. has already 
begun tackling this problem with 
the assistance of many local profes¬ 
sionals (Gibbs has never attended). 
This group is working hard to erad¬ 
icate Ritalin abuse in our county. 
Their effort* are noble and justified 
Gibbs should attend one of these 
meetings if be would like to get on 
top of the problem, instead of slan¬ 
dering the school system, and 
“shooting from the hip" with in¬ 
valid information. 

Solving the Ritalin abuse prob¬ 
lem will involve everyone in our 
community Including pharmacists, 
physicians, parents, teachers, prin¬ 
cipals and, yes. school hoard mem¬ 
bers. Through constructive dialogue 
and problem solving our FRN is 
tackling this problem and 1 have the 
fullest faith that they will make a 
difference in our oomm''nity 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jud Worth 
Maninton 
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